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| a Father was for Admonition and 
| Inftruction of the laid Lord Whar- 
ton, hee ſurely it was/and they bype Wt 
pray, it may be 0 leſs admoniſhi 
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mefic in it Is from the Charater 
an Accsnne. given of the Life 7 

and Death'of our Grz ad-Fat! er” 
fort Father)" in. NNE Epiſtle Dedi-* 
catory' prefixed unto it: and al- / 
though we had not the advar. tage 
of knowing him ourſelves, fo as - 


then to! have had' a{enſe of. the 


wr. +. Y%. 2 


oy any in our + regde: OE, 


h6., Ez Se Fellotint unto; Po 
Zeal, Wiſlome, and Piety. ev" 
The known Reputation and 


Tate grity of the Reverend Author 


of x Epiſtle, with! the tine « 


Countenance, NN Roan doen 
empt his Teſtittibiry from whe: 7.4 
common Conditiva of? wo +1 | 
Mes "3rd Dedications, every: 
Written by other good met; 7 tt 
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and-do leaveit'a$a pledge of © ou. 
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contained therein: «For+ being 
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chiewghr might conduice uſfo yout | 
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"#You' that' are” our ' owen Chil | 
dren inimediately are moſt” of 
you in that Fr for Age and.un? 
Gtanding) 2s wherein you 
muſt - x0fwer” for .your ſelves : 
We We'therefofe Jeave it in charge |, 
with you,” chat'there be not an o 
Bakr Pon ofthe Adminiſtration of Fe 
depridp and grace'of Gods |}, 
nantiin, 4nd rowar4your Fa- N 
mily by your Default. : 
Your Tcot9 1s fallen into Times 
of” great Adoantage: On. the ac- 
butt of - *the* Light | of | rhe (1 
Kfowleder of the Goſpel, and: 
of *grear- Pifldvantage from, thel ,, 
abounding- of various Temps: 4, 
ries in them it requires, more ;-; 
—_ ondinaty Diligence foto; de- | 
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port your ſelves, that you/neirhed7 
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the World, than thoſez who'devn 
gencrate from pious: Ariceſtors:;! 
tor in; that caſeiit is, / which:God: ; 
himſelf hath given that: expreſh;, 
Rule; They thatghontur me T.wrl bas 


[19u7, apd they, thatdeſpife me fbeltlas 
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laid. by others.; and 'bP- what 
yet; may be.faid in' the * wity 
of. Advice to Childrew'"by'Pa- 


rents, ' who have a- Care'iof 
their Temporal arid + Erernal 
good. The ſubſtance of/ alt 
that, can- be ſpokeh in this Cate 
is .comptized in the/laſt: words. 
of David © to: Solomon - bis"? Soft; | 
And. thou , . Solombn'! my! Don,” 
know thaw: the. God- of thy © A 
ther , and ſerve him -- with 7 a urs": 
febt.. betift, «and 4 willing Hahkd, 
for. he " Lord - ſeavebeths allicheatts'; 
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lowed this advice. It was his Wiſ- 
; dome: and. Honor, and when 
te forfpok it, it "was his Rite: 
Ca PRre4s HTESS? 8s ©. 
'Nor will they have-any better 
Muccels;, who! under the like 
' + 8. 172% "7 , 4x +. - Ac. 
Admoniton in their Cir um- 
Nances do follow his example'in 


his miſcarria ES. + __ » 
+ We could uſe many wv ords | 
vith you -unto "the Fame -piit- 
pole, nov. withour Hope, thar* 
alchough in themſelves "they 
tan. the words of others , yet, 
with.you-they would be more. 
cfte&tual, and Pre valent, becaute. 
ej.areours. Bur our profeat' 
delign.;4s onely to! ; recomie nd 
20 your: peruſal the enitjng” 
nginakand'Reviyal was ditegt- \ 
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6d "er Divine Providettes" to 
'the one of us, and theteby To 
'be' an Adifonition, and means 
of Inſtruction unro the whole 
"Pankily. | 

You will not find'init thoſe 
Ailaremencs of Style and Lan- 
guage, which fome in this 
Age ds ſtrive. to adori' their 
Writings with about - things 


Divine. Ir is the Subject AE. | 


ter' of this Book , and” upon 
the account of your ſpecial 
Eoncernment in it, 'we propoſe 
To Fyour Conſideration , and 
"that as declared Vitkour Rhe- 
torical Ornaments : yet with 
"that Gravity of Speech , and 
Evidence. of Trith'; {> 2s to 
recommend it unto he minds 
of thoſe, who are ſober and 


mo- 
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here no more. 


T be: Foiſtle.. 
modeſt,” and to vindicate it "_ 
the contempt of any. Yi 
It,. doth not belong unto 
us to paſs our Judgement up- 
on, or give a Recommenda- 
tion. unto the particular mat- 
ters inſiſted on, it is ſufficient 
unto. us, that we are fatisfi- 
e&d, that. in the whole it may 
be exceeding uſeful unto your | 
Souls, as to their DireCtion in 
the.ordering of your ways with 
relpe&t unto the Will of God. 
We could not therefore content 
our {elves without the Diſchars 
of our Duty, and ſhall pray. fo for 
2 bleſſing uv upon It unto your 


Advantage, when we ſhall be 
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| LORD WHARTON, 


RIGHT HONOURABLE; | 


Grate and Glory, 


Right Honourable * 


Emiarkable is that pal- 
fage in the Hiſtory of 
x N chemial : when the 
poorer fort of the Tekoites 
I:boured ſtoutly in _ repairing» 
the ' Walls of 7 Feruſalem, ther. _ 
Nobles put not their Necks ie: 10 
je work of their Lord By which ; Net 


"The E, piſtle.. 


we are plainly Ive. chat when 
God commandeth, Nobles are no 
leſs ſtrairly bound to obedience, |-ſ 
I & than inferiourperſons. Indeed as | e1 
tf- godlineſs is profitable unto all things, ri 
|& fothie power andpradtice of God- | f: 
lineſs is-.necefſary for all perſons | ir 
of all degrees. The great men of | t] 
the earth, yea thoſe that are moun- | ft 
red on the higheſt ſtair of earthly Þ'n 
Majeſty , mult :not think it any | 0 
diſparagemeat to labour for un- | i 
derſtanding of the Myſteries of | c 
Religion, & to exerciſe the duties || { 
of piety: their places cannot pri- | t 
viledge them,their affairs may not | 
I excuſe them from works of this | d 
| | ſee. 17 -nature, For firit, as there is but | n 
| 9. 1-2-8 one. Ged-, and one Kingdom of | t 
by Heaven, ſo there is but'one way | a 
T. _ -leading to that Heaven, which is 
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Dedicatory. 


the way of holineſs and righteouſ- 


neſs. Whence it follows chat the 
ſons of Nobles are no more ex- 


empted from the neceſſity of hea- 


ring,reading, confefſing,praying, 
faſting, holy conference, watch- 
ing over their own ways, and 
the ways of their louſes, azd 


ſuch pious exerciſes which are 


main duties, means and helps 
of holineſs, than the pooreſt man 
in the world,thart if they leave the 


care of theſe things to the poorer 
fort, they ſhall leave Heaven to 
them alſo, and be turned into To- 
pheth, while the poor take the King- 
dom by violence. Secondly , the 
mightieſt are but Gods tenants , 

farmers, ſtewards, vaſlals, vaſſels 


-as well as the meaneſt, they hold 


of him whatſoever oy have, to 


Pl 
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The Epiſtle 

their very breath, by. homage theyſp, 
ſo depend upon him, that theyſp; 
cannot ſubſiſt one moment with-ſ 
out him, their greatneſs as well as|ric 
their being i is from him, a gift off 
his providence ( for promotionſ 
cometh neither from .the Eaſt; 

| Nor from the VVeſt,uor from thefþ 
South, but from God the Judge, þþ 
who putteth down one, and let- fs 
teth up another ) therefore they 
owe as much love, reverence , 

" thankfulneſs, obedience to their 
Creator as others, that 1s 1n a 
word, they ought ro be as religt- 

. ous as ; others. For in the [pirircal 
Kingdom of Chriſt there: is not 
( nor ſhall there be in the day' of | 
wrath , and before the glorious | | 
Tribunal of Chrilts) any diffe- 


rence betwixt the Prince tr the 
_Pelane 


Dedicatory. 
ECYIPeſant. - Thirdly , Religion and 
eYFPiery, bringing to Com- 
h-fmunion with God, and Par. 
hricipation of the ip iritual ſon- 
of ip, and the Jivine Nature, 
on fennobles Nobility, ſets a Crown 
{&,ſfupon Earthly Dignity, makes 
hell preatnels truly Honourable : 
Ee, whereas - the moſt glorious 
t- ſreatne(s | without true- godli- 
ey neſs and -goodneſs, is not on- 
> ly vanity, but baſenels ia the 
1C fight of God, deſpiſed there- 
a _ by holy Miſes (for can 
;- any thing be more baſe , than 
al ko command many , and yet 
ot Iwillingly to ſerve the Devil , 
of the worſt Maſter ,*- the vileſt 
us FT'yrant in the. VVorld: ? be- 
Itdes that in Scripture ,\ not the 
great but the go00gd , not the 


The Epiſtle ; 


high but the holy, ' axe ſti- 


led the precious, excellent , 
glorious ones, Gods Jew- 
els, worthy perſons, 7em- 
ples of the living God in 
whom he walks and dwells , 
Kings born of God , bre- 


thren of Chriſt, the King of 


Kings, dwelling in Heaven , 


&c. ) and will end in ſhame 
and miſery, as many teſtimo- 
nies and examples in Gods 
word prove abundantly ? Fourth- 
ly, where much | is given, 
much is required ; where God 


ſowes liberally, he looks to 
reap accordingly. Now great 
men are moſt indebted to Gods 
liberality, their beads are anoint- 
ed with Otl, their cup runs over, 


they are fed with the fine5t of the 
| | wheat, 


grace, as few firſt born, named 


Dedicatory: 

wheat, and ſatisfied with honey out of 
the Rock, they enjoy the moſt 
precious and delicate portions of 
the world, and ſuck the {weeteſt 
marrow of Gods temporal boun- 
ty, they have, or may have it 
they be not wanting to them- 
ſelves, better means and more 
time of building up themſelves 
in godlineſs, than others. There- 
fore they have no cloak for 
their fin . yea double guilt lies 
upon their ſouls, if receiving 


moſt wages, they give the Lord 


leaft glory, leaſt faithful fer- 
vice. They that having moſt 
allurements and helps to be 
good, will not be good, ſhall 
be deepeſt in Hell. Fifthly , 
feweſt great ones are called to 
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The Epiſtle 
in Scripture were vouchſafed the 
adoption of ſons ( God delighting 
to ſtain the pride of Mans glory, 


and to ſpoil him of all matter of 


boaſting, all occaſton of putting 
confidence in carnal priviledges ) 
and its harder for great men to be 
{aved, than others ; becauſe there 
are molt and ſtrongeſt bars to 
keep them from converſion, they 
are moſt hardly brought to emp- 
ty themſelves by lelf-denial , po- 
verty of ſpirit, mortification, con- 
tempt of the world,that they may 
be fit to enter in at tne ſtrait gate, 
they are expoled to moſt & grea- 
teſt temptations and ſpiritual 
dangers,as the talCedars to ftron- 
geſt blaſts,Satan hath many more 
advantages againſt them , than 
meaner perſons,they are moſt {ub- 


ect 
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 Deatcatory:; 
 jectto be poiſonedwith pleaſures, 
puffed up with -pride, ſurfer of 
proſp erity, let looſe the reigns to 
ail injuſtice , violence, cruelty ; 
ina word, to break the bonds of 
all diſcipline, promiſe to them- 
ſelves impunity, and become in- 


corrigible (while they powre out 


themſelves to all licentioulineſs) 
becaule few dare freely reprove 
them : (hence, no doubt, ſprung 
that Dutch Proverb, which muſt 
be taken with a corn of falt, 
Princes in Heaven are as ſcarce as 
Veniſon in poor mens Kitchins ) 
therefore they have need to beex. 
traordifary. careful of their ſal. 
vation, and guarded with double 
diligence, watchfulneſs, zeal in 
all religious duties. Laſtly,their 
lives are very exemplary,obyious 
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The Epiſtle 
to publick inſpe&tion and imita. 
tion, many eyes are fixed upon 
them, their actions are powerful 


ro command, effeCtual to corrupt 


inferiours, who are too ready to 
follow and conform to their 
courſes, and think, it great men 
live wickedly, they may do the 
ſame by authority,Satanknoweth, 
that by their exorbitances they 
not only loſe their own fouls, 


but draw much company -with 


them to- perdition, Examples e- 
vert of greateſt Princes, Kings, 
Emperours further confirming 
this point are not wanting.David, 
though entangled in many wars, 
beſides other incumbrances and 
employments not a few, ſpeat no 
{mall; time, in ccommuning with 
God "and his'own heart , as ap- 
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Deaicatory. 
pears by this, that 140 of the 
Pſalms 1n probability are of his 
penning and compoling. King 
Toſiah in the eigth year ( not of 


his life, as ſome miſtake, but) of 


his reign, that is in the ſixteenth 


of his life, began to /eek after the 


God of David his father, that is to 
give himſelf tothe private ſtudy 
of piety ; to reading, prayer,and 
{uch like exerciſes. Who more de- 
yout than Daniel and Nehemiah, 
two great Courtiers and Goyer- 
nours ? Cornſtantie the Great, be- 


ſides reading and praying with 


I his family, did every day at ſet 
times ſhut himſelf in his cloſer, 
J and. there; conyerſe with God by 
ſolitary Prayer., Alfred King of 


| Englond ſpent -eight hours ( the 


| third part) of every natural day 


4 


The Epiſtle. 
in prayer, ſtudy , and writing. 
Theſe things I have taus diſcour- 
ſed, that your Lordthip may fee 
and others acknowledge,l do not 
without cauſe offer to your hands 
and eyes a Treatiſe, wherein the 
two main parts of- religion faith 


and gcod life, are ex plained and } 


urged.” It pleat led your Noble Fa- 
ther.” while yer te dwelt in the 
land of the livitiz;” to vouchfafe 
me, the meaneſt p Gods meſfen- 
gers, *thar graciotis reſpect, which 
Icoutd never nave expected from 
ſo hondyrable a-perionice ; and 
yout Honour alls; fa thoſe times 
to take notice of me. The remem- 
brance of thoſ& thi nss hath* em- 


boldened me to this: "Dtition, 


which otherwiſe- 1 ſhould NLver 


h ave reſi med to 7 attempt. Where- 
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Deadtcatory. 
in the Searcher of hearts knoweth 
I ſeek and aim art nothing elle, 
but the honouring of his memo- 
ry who now {leepeth in theLord, 
and ſtirring - up your tender mind 
to the imitation of his vertues. 
Whar honeſt heart ever knew him 
and did not lament his departure 


' as a publick loſs, or ſay, this 


world which now wants him, 
was unworthy of him ? He was a 
profeſſed enemy of Popery and 
Prophaneneſs, a true friend and 
favourer of all godly and painful 
teachers, without exception or 
partiality, receiving their perſons 
and doctrine with ſuch gladaeſs - 
and ſingular reverence, as I mult 
needs ſay to me was vvonderful, 
and in perſons of his ranck is 


rarely ſeen, ready at all times by 
44 _— 


The Epiftle. 


his authority , ſpeech, letter to 
help and encourage So in their 
hats fun&tion > What ſhall I lay 
of bis ſupported life in the {lippe- 
ry time of youth , his religious 
care of conſtant. trequenting 
Gods houſe, not only twice on 
the Lords day, but ordinarily oN 
Lecture days, and preparing him- 
{elf for the 4 of the Lords Sup- 
per, his ſincere affection to the 
holy ways of theLord, and all 
that walk in the fame, which to 
any obſervant eye appeared by 
many not obſcure ſigns and te- 
ſtinomes ? I ſhall comprehend 
all if I do but fay, by profane 
great ones, who openly reyeren- 
ced him, he was lecretly ewitted 
for Procifieds and Puritaniſm. 
And could the E ptlogue of ſuch a 


lite 


Dedicatory. | 
life, be any other but a bleſſed 
death 2 Though his ſickneſs was 
violent, yet how ſweetly he com- 
forted himſelf in the Lord, and 
having foretold the day of his 
death rejoyced in ſpirit from aſſu- 
rance of being with Chriſt after 
his diflolution , how graciouſly, 
feelingly, powerfully,he powred 
out his heart in {upplication be- 
fore theLord,thole that were pre- 
ſent can witneſs, and will never 
forget, and amongſt the reſt I re- 
member one (an ancient and re- - 
verend Miniſter)who profeſled to 
me, that himſelf was exceedingly 
affected and refreſhed by his pray- 
er, and that he hath ſeldom heard 
anyPreacher pray more excellent- 
ly, more divinely. Novv ( my 
Lord) vvhy hath the Divine Pro- 

: vidence 


The Epiſtle 


vidence (which doth nothing in 
vain)(ent & fer before you ſuch a 


domeſtical precedent ? Surely,for 


your admonition and inſtructi- | 


on, that you might be warned 
thereby to tread 1a the ſame ſteps, 
and learn the path of life by ex- 
ample as well as precept. Suffer 
therefore (I beleech your Honor) 
the word of exhortation. As God 
hath made you heir of your fa- 
thers greatneſs,{o labour to ſhew 
forth an expreſs image of his gra- 
ces and godly converſation, and 
think often you hear his voice 
thus founding in your ears ( for 

by his lite , bemg dead, be yet ſpea- 

keth to you) My fon know the God 

of your father, and ſerve him with a 

perfect beart and willing mind, 


Made 


In 


0y 


yo | 


Nel 


Q 
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Dedicatory. 
Matte nova virtute puer , fic itur 
ad aftra, 
By the grace of God I have led 
you the way,walk as I have wal- 
ked,that we may meet and enjoy 
onie another in Heaven. Repel 
with infinite-- loathing the whi- 
ſperings of thoſe witches, who go 


| aboutto perſwade that ( though 


its not amiſs for Nobles to have a 
form of godlineſs, yet) forward-= 
neſs in Religion 1s a ftain and 
blemiſh to Noble bloud. Such 
things areſuggeſted by the father 
of lies, to rob you of true comfort 
in this lite, and a Crown of glory 


after death.For I aſſure yourLord- 
thip in the word of truth, as true 


piety 1s /able to accommodate 
Noblemen with the beſt Muſick: 


{ peace of | Conſcience ) the beſt 


Coun- | 


The Epiſtle 
Counſellor (tne witdom which is 
from above)the faireſt and ſtrong- 
eft houſe ( Gods protection ) the 
beſt weapons, defenſive, offenſive 
faith and the ſpirit of prayer) the 
beſt attendants ( Gods holy An- 

gels) ſo it will wonderfully adorn 
pony beautifie all other excellen- 
cies, purchaſe chem more trye 
Hor than an external accom- 
pliſhment , even the honour that 
cometh from God only, a place and 


_ a Name better than of Dukes, Earles, 


Lords, an everlaſting name , that 


all __ be cut off, and at lat put 
hem into- the poſſeſſion of im- 
mortal: ity;and aa life. The 
father of mercies inrich with all 
blefſings of heaven and earth, the 
noble and -vertuous Lady Phila: 
delphia your | mother , keep your 
Honeur 


Dedicatory, 
is [Honour from every evil now 
5- [and ever, {ſeaſon and govern your 
e | young years by his holy ſpirit, 
e [that as you increaſe in days and 
e || ſtzcure, "i you may increaſe in all 
- [| fanctifying gifts, and in favour 
1 || with God and men, flouriſhing in , 
- | the Courts of our God , as thoſe 
> | thatare planted in the houſe of 

| crheLord,and bringeth forth more 

| fruit in old age,to the glory of his 
bleſſed name. Amen and Amen, 
from his beart ſaich - 


To your Honour moſt addifted, 
| Apr 30. | 
1627. SAMUEL WALES. 


2 Thefl. 1. V.TII, 12. 


11. Wherefore we alſo pray 
always for you, that our God 
would make you Worthy of this 
calling, and fulfil all the good 
pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the 
work of - faith with power. © 

12. That the Name of out 
Lord Jeſus Chrift may be glori- 
fied m you, and ye in htm, accord 
ing to the grace of 'our God and 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 


HE ſcope of the Apoftle in 
this Chapter is, to refreſh 
with the cool water of 
conlolation , the faith- 

ful Theſſalonians, now in the fiery 

Tryal of Tribulation, and with Cor- 
dials of lively Comforts to confirm 

B their 


þ 


The ſcope and parts. 
their ſpirits macerated and ſteeped in 
afflittions. ; His chief Argument is ta- 
ken from that righteous recompence of 
reward, which the juſt Judge of all the 
world will give in the day of his appea- 
| ting, endleſs trouble and torment to |f, 'B 
| - them that have here troubled and tor- 


| mented the godly, eternal cafe and re- 2 
I? freſhmen to them who are now hated Tp 
J | and vexed for Chriſts ſake. And to the 


end this comfort might fink more |,” 


tain the concluſion of this conſolation, 4 ; 

\ ; k er 
the ſum whereof is, a commemoration ri 
of the Apoſtles Chriſtian care and re- has 


ligious practiſe. of carrying, the names 
3 of. theſe Theſſalonians continually be- C 
C4 fore the Lord ,in holy petition, and 


| making ſuir for them, that they might ww 
j hold out in this noble but painful race Dur 
| and warfare,. which was indeed the- p 


icope of his canlolation. 
, In 1 


The ſcope and parts.- 
In them we may conſider, 
1. Thea or duty ſimply pro- 
pounded. 
2, The amplification of it, 

1. From the adjun& circumſtance 
of time, when or how oftcn he did ex- 
rciſe it. | 

2. From the moving cauſe, included 
n the firſt word [Wherefore. ] 

3. From the ſubje& or perſons for 

hom,the affiited Theſſalonians. 
4. From the obje& or perſon to 
hom, [our God. ] 

5. From the matter of the prayer, 

that he would make you worthy, &&c. 
Let us begin with the firft. The act 
"r duty performed by Perl and two 0- 
her holy men of God, Sylvan anc 
T :mothers, is prayer : [we alſo pray] 
hat is, we do not only give thanks 
0 God for you,comfort and teach you 
he way of ſalvation,both by preaching 
nd writing ; but moreover, we make 
arneft requeſts to God in yoor behalf. 

Dur leflon. hence is, 
AMeniſters muff pray for their People. 
Teachers of the Church muſt add 
F B 2 prayers 


Num. 6. 
23. 

Deut, 33. 
IO. 

I Sam, 12, 
22. 
Jer.18, 
20s 


Do. 1. Miniſters muſt pray Y 


 Secendly, Their Prayers may greatly 


prayers for. the Church, roall their 
other labours, prayers, I mean both F. 
private and publick. The, fons of F | 
Aaron are commanded fo bleſs the Chil- | | 
aren of Iſrael; to put tncenſe before the  - 
Lora (a type of holy prayers. )Samnel iſ ; 
calls the negle@ of this duty 2 ſin] c 
againſt God, The Prophet Feremy: pro- 
feſſeth, he had ſfood before the Lord to 
Jpeak, good for hu hearers, and to turn , 
away hu wrath from them. Nothing is 
more plain; or frequent in all the Epi- 
files almoſt of all the Apoſtles. . And 
aood realor: For, © 7 

Firſt, They are ſpiritual Fathers © 
their Congregations, and therefore 
{ſhould have paternal affcRions in them, for 
which cannot - but fend. forth. Pray: 
ers for their Children. Will not na- 
tural Parents earneſtly: wiſh and def 5, 
fire the good of their ſons 'and daughF*...: 
ters * | 201 | 


help and advantage the People, 1, By jc. 
diverting threatned and imminent, . 0 
removing already inflited and incum 
bent Plagues,'-' Moſes ſtanding: nt 


breach 


deſerved::deſtruttion,! :\The withered 
hand ob that wicked Feroboarr, at the 
Prayer -of the Prophet is reſtored. 
Two heavy:Judgements ſhewed..in .Yj- 
ſion" to..the Prophet: Amos , prepared 
for 1/rael,at his interceflion.were ſtayed 
at leaft for aſcalon. Read Amnps.7.1. 
2,3,XC.  '2. By-procuring or pulling 
down from Heaven many bleſſings .up- 
on them, {piritual and. corporal.. El;as 
prayed (taith the Apoſtle P15) and 
the Heaven gave rain,. and the Earth 


f brought forth her fruit, lf the prayers of 


private.'/Chriſtians may-;prevail with 
God: for. healing thoſe \that are ſich, in 


foul or body, {hall -we-thipk the re- 
FD queſts. of-his faithiul: Meſſengers, who - 
| come nearer unto him,will-do nothing,? 
Bur -efpecially their Prayers. may ob- 


tain of. God. that bleſſed ſucceſs and 
fruit of their Miniftertal. travels in the 


converſion and ſanftification of their 
[| hearers, than which gothing can he 
ſ more '\profitable. for; the Pcople, and 
which is the Crowmof-the,. Miniſters 


rejoycing. B 3 Firſt 


_— their Peoptec. Do tx. 
breach,twrned away thelords wrathfrom 
rebellious //r4el, and ſaved them, from 


Pſal. 105* 
23. 
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6 -Do&.1. Miniſters miſt pray 
Firft then many are worthy to be re- 
__ proved. Some are fo full of Satan, that 
; * * 1f any of their hearers-do- but croſs or 
| © -diſpleaſe them they break' out into 
- black! and bitter - curſing inftcad of 
- blefling; wiſhing Gods Plagues and 
vengeance may fall upon them. Some 
are {o ignorant,they cannot pray;lome 
fo profane, they care not for praying 
either for themfelves or others - they 
have more skill of {wearing and fwag- 
' gering, than powring out ſpiritual 
prayers. Many utter words of prayer 
in publick, who are dumb at home all 
the week long, and trouble not the 
Lord with one fervent and ſavoury re- 
queft for the ſpiritual welfare of the 
fouls of their people. I fear, when the 
great Shepherd, the Prince of Paftors 
Jhall appear, theſe will appearand be 
found unfaithſul Shepherds. For asf if 
that Chriſtian who never prays forſ tt 
himſelf but 'in the Church, is convin-f th 
ced to pray only for faſhion; ſo thatÞ (x 
Preacker who never prays for his d« 
"i ſheep but in the Pulpit, may juftly befl an 
I thought to pray of cuſtom rather _ pt 
| : Sa rom 
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for their People; © Dota; 
from conſcience and zealpus defire of 
their ſalvation 3 and he. that prays of 
cuſtom only will (I warrant, bim), by 
cold and careleſs teaching (except the 
wind of praiſe drive his Mill }reſtifie tf 
the world, that he cares.n0t; much wha 
carry away their ſouls,ſo he. have wel 
fleeces. 

Secondly, therefore, let all that are 
ſer over Congregations. in. the-Lorq 
provoke themlclves to this duty ; : 1 
mean, to be as well inſtant- ſviters for 
them to the Lord, as conſtant inftruR- 
ers of them from the- mouth of: the 
Lord. _ Let every faithfyl Steward 'of 
Chriſt ſay with Samuel, God forbid: I 
ſhould ceaſe praying for..the , people of 
God committed to iy, charge. . For, 
1. If we bear. them -in; ourx- hearts, ag 
Paul did his Corinthians -& Philippians, 2C0re7-3+ 
if we carneſtly long after and. Jaye 
them in the bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, | 85 
the famePax/ did the, ſame Philippians, pyi.r.. 
(and what axe,we but birdings, if we 8, © 
do not?) we cannot , but;; remember 
and mention them to God'in our daily 
prayers, as. Paul did all the. Churches 
B 4 . Can 
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Dor. Miniſters muſt pray 


and ſtinking in the Graves of their un- 
gracious courſes, ftnmbling ( or poa- 
ſting rather) in the path of perdition, 
ftabbing and wounding themſelves con- 
tinually, and like mad men treafuring 
up wrath which ſhall burn themſelves 
in the bottom of-hell? Can we ce 
theſe things and not pity them, and 
pitying ſhall we not by prayer ſeck 
to help them ? 3. Secing all our ſpeech 
without the inſpiration ofthe Almigh- 
ty, can neither call nor keep men in 
the ſtate of grace, have we not need 
with the Apoſtle night and day excce- 
dingly to pray for them ?- The conver- 
ting of a inner ( a work no lefs difh- 
cult than the quickening of one dead ) 
is far above the aQtivity of any 
means or labour we can uſe ; vea,the 
power of the Angels of Heaven. A mo- 
ral diſpute of an heathen Philoſopher, 


| much more 'a divine diſcourſe of a 


Chriſtian Preacher, 'may ſtirr up 
ſtrange pangs and paſſions, but cannot 
imprint grace in the foul, no more 
than turn a ſtone into fleſh. Should 
W& 


2. Can we fee our Auditors rotting 


for their People, | DoA. 1. 


we waſte our lungs, and weary, yea, 


wear our tongues with ſpeaking, if 
God boxy not che heart, we ſpend our 
Rrength in vain and for nothing. Now 
how can we expect or promile to our 
ſelves this great blcſling, I mean the 
winning and faving of louls by our 
doFrine ( which a good Paſtor thirſt= 
cth after more than any carthly com- 
modity , and vvherein he. rejoyceth 
more than if ten thouſand royal dia- 
dems , all garniſhed vvith pretious 
ſtones , vvere fer upon his head) if vve 
crave it not of God by fervent prayer ? 
Thircly, Hearers muſt hence learn 
to crave the helpand comfort of their 
godly Minifters prayers. I doubt not 
bart they fare better for thein in their 
perfons, children, eſtate, travels, ſick- 
neſs, ſeed-time, harveſt. Its a good 
and commendable cuſtom to com- 
mend rhe aflited in Congregations to 
the prayers of the Paſtor. Hezekiah fee + 
ing himfeft and his People in a great. 
and dangerous ftrait,by meſſengers in- 
treateth the Prophet E/.y ro lift up his 
prayer for the remnant that were _—_ 
the 


Doftt.i. Miniſters muſt pray 
the Ringdom of Fudah. The Apoſtle 
wills the faithful, when any are ſick 
among them, to call for the Elders of 
the Church, that they may pray over 
them. If any be ſo godlels, as to-de- 
ſpife or make light account of the prai- 
ers of Gods Meſſengers, not only the 
godly, but the wicked ſhall condemn 
them : For reprobate Pharaoh, when 
the hand of God preſſeth him, can fay 
to Moſes, intreat the Lord for me ;, and 
Simon Magus to Peter Pray to the Lord 
for me, that none of theſe things come 
#pon me. But here let Fothams Counſel 
be remembred, Hearken to me you 
men of Shechem, that God may hearken 
wnto you. If thou wouldeft have thy 
Teacher to be a fpeeding ſpokeſman to 
God for thee, if either thou deſireſt or 
thinkeſt thou ſhalt ever need the relicf 
of his prevailing prayers in the day of 
thy calamity, fee that now thou obey 
from the heart thedoarine he delivers, 
ſubmit as a good Child to his holy 
counſels and admonitions. If thou con- 
tinueſt to rebel againſt the word which 
he brings from Gad, ,it may be as the 
| LE 
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for their People. DoR.t. 
Lord charged Feremy not to lift up 4 cry 


for the Fews, nor to make any interceſſion 
for them, becauſe he was determined 
not to hear; ſo he will lock the heart 
and cloſe the lips of thy Miniſter that 
though he would fain ſpeak for thee, 
he ſhall find neither words nor affeRi- 
ons of prayer, God ſhutting the door 
of prayer againſt him, becaule he mea- 
ncth to ſhut up his mercy from thee, 
and not to be intreated to do theegood. 
Aad this is juſt, that he who would not 
hearken when God beſought him in 
his Miniſter to repent, ſhould not be 
heard, when by the Miniſter he ſueth 
to God for favour. 

Thus much of the duty. The firſt 
thing whereby it is amplified , is the 
adjuna circumſtance of time, when or 
how often they prayed [always] which 
1s not ſo to be underſtood, as if they 
were continually upon their. knees, or 
did nothing elſe but pray, without in- 
tcrmiſhon but the meaning is, that 
they continued and renewed every Cay 
the practiſe of this duty at, fit times and 
{eaſong. So Solomons leryants are ſaid 
t9 
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Dot.2. Pray daily. 


' 1 King 10. to ſtand continually before him : and Fe- 


haiachim, to eat bread continually before 
the King of Babylon; that is, he had a 
daily allowance or portion at meal- 
times. And the daily Sacrifice in the 
Law is called the continual burnt- 
offering, becauſe it was conſtantly re- 
peated twice a Cay,that is,offered con- 

tinually morning and evening, as elſe- 

where the Holy Ghoſt expoundeth 
himſelf. Now becauſe Pal and his 
fellows may and muſt be conlidered 
both as Minifters, and as Chriſtians, 
hence we obſerve that, 
Chriſtians muſt daily exerciſe them- 
ſelves in Prayer. 

The fervants of God muſt keep a con- 
taut courſe of calling on God day by 
day. This lefTon is taught by the moſt 
holy mouth of our Saviour, both in 
ther Parable of the Widow importu- 
ning the wicked Judge; the ſcope 
whereof is to teach that men ourht al- 
ways to pray, and in his pattern of 
prayer, wherein he direQeth 1s to beg 
every daybread for the day-likewiſe by 
the example and prafife of the-Saints, 
David 
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| Pray dazcly. DoR.2: 
David, Daniel, Anna,Paul. The reaſons 
are many ard evident. 

Firſt, What more equal than that 
part of every day be given and conſe- 
crated to him, who is the Lord of the 
day and of all our time? Is it not rea- 
ſon we ſhould daily do komage and 
ſervice to him, by whom we are main- 
tained and ſuſtained daily ; i7 whoſe . 
hand are all our days, all our-ways * Is 
it not fit he have a ſheaf of his own 
Field, a Cake of his own Lump? They 
had a morning and evening ſacrifice in 
the time of the Law.ſhall we,who have 
greater light than they had, come be- 
hind them in honouring the Lord? 
ſhall we want that truth, wkereof they 
had the ſhadow ? 

Secondly, Prayer is a ſingular means 
of near. and Heavenly communion 
with God: therein the godly not only 
feck, but enjoy the face of God, talk 
familiarly with him. And have we 
nut need every day to maintain this 
communion, which is the root and 
fountain of all our comfort, to hold 
and continue acquaintance and fellow? 


ſhip 


Dot.2, ” Pray daily. 
ſhip with him, who i our life Arength; 
beſt friend ? Is it not a ſhame for Chil- 
dren,living in houfe with their Father 
to pals a day without ſpeaking to him, 
or looking him inthe face ? 
Thirdly,Prayer ſanRtifieth to us(that 
is, obtaineth of God for us a lawful 
and comfortable uſe of) all the things 
and aftairs of tho day. Without prayer 
therefore our callings and our labour 


in them are unclean «+ whatſoever we 


enterpriſe or do, is Unclean to uss 
we cannot cxpet Gods blefling on 
any thing for our good , we cannot 
be aſſured that it fhall beprofitable or 
wholeſome to us , vve may; juſtly fear 
we {hall be brought to Judgment and 
condemned ſor every thing we Go, 
take, or ule, becauſe vvedefile it. 
Fourthly,cvery day vveſtand inneed 
of many things, belonging both to 
temporal and tpiritual life. We want 
much knowledge, vvildom, faith, love, 
fear, &c. our graces have no leſs need 
to be renewed, our fonls repaired,than 
our decaying bocics & dodily ſtrength, 
by daily food. Now Prayer is thatwhich 
| gets 


Pray daily. DoR.2. 
gets theſe vvants ſupplied, fetcheth 
from Heaven that bleſſing by vvbich 
ſpiritual ſtrength and ſtature is aug- 
mented, yea by exerciſing and ſtirring 
up Gods graces inthe heart, increaſcth 
them. 

Fifthly, We are commanded every 
day to lead holy lives, t walk as be- 
cometh Saints, to have our conver ſation 
in Heaven, to paſs the time of our dwel.- 
ling here in fear, to ſpendthat which re- 
maineth of our hife, not accoraing to the 
laſts of the fleſh, but according tothe will 
of God. Novv Praycr is a neceſſary help 
and prop of a godly life, a good means 
of quickening,ſeaſoning, well-ordering 
the heart, of vvinding it up from Earth 
to Heaven, and of paſſing thorough all 
the parts and buſineſſes of the day,chri- 
ſtianly and. purely. 

Laſtly, vve are every Yay, yea,cvery 
hour ſubje& to many dangers,ontward 
in our bodies,families,cſtates, inward in 
our Souls, Satan inceſſantly vvatcheth 
all opportunities to do us a diſpleaſure, 
to ſtrike us to the heart vvith ſome fiery 
dart, ro overthrovy our goings, lays 
ſnares 


Dott.2. Pray daily. 
fnares for us. in the moſt lawful 
things : provocations to fin aboundſſſ y 
every vvhere: hovy ſoon are vveſſl 
diſtempered , difſetled ? hovv hard. &, 
ly brought into good frame again? ;, 
Novv Prayer is our Hedge fencing ;n, 
us,. an cxcellent Weapon by vvhichÞ -; 
vve drive back Satan, and over-| {;,, 
' come the evils vvithin . or vvithouwſfl i 
vvhich encounter us. Have vve natfl thi 
need to be daily armed vvith fuchlff fe, 
a notable help, that ſo vve mayſſſ} qQ 
ſtand faſt againſt temptations , - vvalkſſſ he 
ſafely, and bold faft peace vviti}} (eg 
God ? | 


This DoRrine, if vve dcſcend to ap 
plication, vvil} firſt reprove Three 
ſorts: 1. Thoſe that Pray not at 
all, except in the publick Aſſem- 
bly, that riſe up and lie Gdovvw 
* Haily vvithout requeſt- making to 
God: urge upon them praying al 
home, their reply is ready,that's tooff xy 
' much purity, they have other thing] the: 
co mind , and. yvill leave that burdenf wir 
to the Miniſter, The Scripture as wit. 
x ong - 


"Pray daily. _Do&i2. 
long ſince branded thefe for Atheiſts, | 
Not Papiſts only , but even Gentiles 
ſhall condenin them, one of which 
eounſclleth his Brother, every Morn- 
ing and Evening to offer to God pure 
incenſe and oblation, that Gods favour 
may be towards him, and he may have 
ſucceſs in his affairs. If amongſt us 
aſter ſo long teaching any continue in 
this fin, 'let them know, that as Gods 
ſear is-not in' their hearts, ſo God is 
not in their houſes(for he dwels where 
he is worſhipped by prayers and prai, 
ſes) the Devil rules all, and unleſs they 
repent, the curſe of God, 'as a canker, 
ſhall conſume them and theirs. 2. Thoſe 
that pray by fits only, as when Con- 
ſcience gnawes, fickneſs binds them ro 
their beds, death threatens, buſineſs 


Þ calls not, or ſuffer any worldly, any 


trivial occaſion to break off or juſtle 
out this duty. Shall feat to fay,this 
ſeeking Gods help only in extraordina- 
ry ſtraits, argueth/, that*men think 
they can do-well enough ordinarily 
without his help, and by -their own 
wit, ftrength, induſtry, compaſs their 

ws: OWN 


RT 


os . Doftiz. Pray dal. 
| Own ends and defires; which s Papiſt 
- will: tell them. is  Gentilifſm 2? . Had 
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ſome of theſe-Men. a Nejghbour, who 
would never viſit them, but: when ſome 
urgent neceſſity did preſs ;him,, would 
they not ſuſpeR his affcRions towards 
them to be -cold,and that he cared little 
for their company ? I dare aſſure them, 
the -Lord judgeth of them, as they of 
this, Neighbour. It may. juftly,be doybt; 
ed vvhether ever they kyew the neecl- 
ſity, ot ſelithe ſweetneſs of true Pray: 


er Ler-vs fear,leafſt if we fend for,and i 


entertain. Prayer but now and: then as 
a ſtranger, . God be trange to us when 
we. vvould moſt gladly be acquainted 
with him... 3. Thoſe that are fallen 
from their :faxmer Conſcience and care 
of praiſing private prayer ,yhoſcharts 
cantell chem they are particularly toy; 
ched., -if I do but lay there ace ſome 
amongſt us, vvho in former times were 
as forward and fervent 'this way as the 
beſt ,, and .are now become as careleſs 
of praying, as- the prophage, lis calie 
to ſhevy the realon why they are y caty 
of Prayer; They have a hg 

| _ holy 


holy Ghoſt, and entertained the un- 
clean Spirit again, which carries them 
to twearing » drinking , delighting in 
bad company, and thoſe abominations 
from.vyhich they were waſhed; vyhenc 
itis ey, 6. have loft both skill and 
will to call upon God: they are can- 
demned.by their own Mouths, by their 
own Conſciences when they do pray, 
and therefore dare not call upon God, 
but flie. from his. preſence. The Lord 
be merciful unto you, that you ſleep 
nat the ſleep of death, but mayremember 
whence you are fallen, and come out of the 
ſnare of the. Devil. 1ay, unto you in the 
name of the Lord, take heed you he- 
come.not yery Carps , ſpiritual vaga- 
bonds, ſraying and running further 
and further from God, till you arriye 
in-the land of etcroal horrour. 
Secandly.let all the Servants of Gad 
cantinue their holy care of daily offe- 
ring the Sacrifice of invocation.  Ob- 
ſerve the fealons and occaltons of prays 
er, as thou doſt thy Meal-times. Per- 
ſevere in, Praycr, and -faint.not. Reſglye 
with thy ſelf, rather to firive to pef- 
4k 3 - form 
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2» DoQt.2, Praydaily; 

Form this duty in a' better manner and 
more abundantly, than to breakit off 
and take liberfy to neglcR it.Brethren, 

why are we lo backward to come unto 
him, to whom the oftner vve come, 
the more we are vvelcome, the more 
Iimportunate, the more acceptable? 
Whence is it that every Year we ſec 
or hear of ftrange puniſhments, heavyſ 
accidents befalling men, whereby they 
are brought 'to mifery or untimely 
*death?ls it not hence, that true Prayer 
is out of requeſt with the moſt? WhencqF. 
is it, that many have no better fuccel, 
'In their Earthly Callings and Aﬀairs' 
"They pray riot. Whence that we heat 
Men complain their Houſes are infe 
"ſed with Spirits? ( all fuch things art 
'not fables and illuſions, though many 
. be) There is no Prayer in their Houſe 
Whence is it that we find not hel; 
or more comfort and ſtrength in ou 
troubles e We pray not. WhenceI, 
that many of usare enſnared and overſ: 
_ turned by every temptation? We Pra 
' not. Pray, and thou canſt not want an. 
good thing which God can Pe 
= 
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ng es the want be better for thee than 


of the poſſeſſion. In few words, think ſe- 
riouſly of thine own need); . and the. 
orcat gain of Prayer, the eanger and ' 
hurt of carelefs and willing negle& of 
it, how highly it honours God, and I- 


[« M{ball not need to' uſe many reaſons for 
be it from any truly fearing God, to 


Fhcavenly minded, as able to walk ho- 


Ferve peace and purity of heart, with- 
ut Prayer as with it. They that arethus 


Forc they die (if they belong to God) 
hat #h13 7s ot the perſwaſion of hins that 
Thus much of the circumſtance of 
ime. The ſecond point is' the motive. 
r cauſe which,induced and ftirred up: 
he Apoſtie'rhus to pray, 'and that was 
is thirſt after the falvation of the Theſ-. 
alonians, orhis catneſt defire that they * 
ight be plorified' among other Belie- 
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ferſwading thee to aſſiduity and con- 
ſtancy in the performance of it. Far 


think, a Chriſtian may be as ftrong_ 
and well armed againſt temptations, as. 


Wily and faithfully in his callitig, to pre- 


ninded,' ſhall 1 hope acknowkedpe be-' 
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yers in the day of Judgment. This is 


ha, + bro ++ 4 


and aſſured oftheir full and future glo- 
rification, yet he thinks it behoveful 
and needful to help them forward by 
Prayers. Out of the which we may 
colle& two inſtruQions. = 
Firft, that the beſt need helps toward, 
Heaven. _. 

And no maryel. For; i 
Firft, as Mans final happineſs, f 
the means leading to. it are included 
in Gods predeſtination. He that hath 
ordained certain Men: to. ſalvation, 
hath ordained that by cerfain means 
| the) 


toward: Heaven: © Doi 3 
they ſhall be brought to theknoawledge 
ol it, ſtrengthened in the ſaichiand hope . 
oſit, uphotden:in the-way ts it. For 
whomfoever 'God hath prepared gloz h 
ry (| ſpeak of-thole that arc of ripe 
age in the: Church ): to: them he hath 
Icft and commended his ſacred: Word, 
Paftors' 'and. Dottors,  Sarraments, 
Prayer,: Warchfulnets, Faſting;and:the 
like ,- witt»-exprets' charge to CXxer- 
ciſe and: attend upon-: theſe' 'means, 
while they abide ir this Taoemacle. 
Now if: we-did not ineed; theſe:things, 
Godwould never have appointed them: 
he that. is. *moſt wiſe, doth nothing in 
vain, nor} ctoggeth” his: Children: with 
unneceſſary. burdens,” 4.4) 

:condly,, not everyuohe that hegin- 
neth well; but: 4e' thuati:borntiizuerh to the 
end, ſhallbe ſaved; No Crown without 
perleverance, back ſliding. ts the. _ 
perd;tion. © Now the 'beft are-prone to 
turn back frota-foll owing the Lor 
or to faint' in the way - For the beſt 
x. nave weaknefs 'in them3.. 2, meet 
with many: Ters ' incumbring; : them. 
3. The re of godlineſsis difficulr, 
C 4 irxfome, 
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| irkſome,and grievous to the fleſh. True 


Iſa.4s.24. it is,the Strexpth bywhich they ftand,is. 
in and from. Chriſt, butconveyed and, 


miniſtred unto them by the pipes of 
holy means ard- ordinances ;; which 
himſelf hath ſanRified to that-end. -In 
vain . do they. look to be kept. and 
ftrengthened by Chriſt, who wittingly 
caſt away the means by which his 
ſtrength ſhould: be applicd. to them. 
Theſc _ being ſo, :who ſeeth not 
how neceſlary'it:is that they who run 
well, be helped and underſhored by 
ſpiritual means ? | 
Thirdly , Satan. hath great wrath a- 
gainſt thoſe:.that are taken out of his 
hands and tranſlated toward the Kingdom 
of Chriſt ;'he:labours bulily to'intangle 
them in the old ſervitude, and bring 
them back into the former bondage. 
In regard of this wicked one, therefore 
they have need to be ſupported, left 
the Dragon cast them down from their 
good beginnings , and: /o their latrer 
end be worſe than their beginning , of 
-which the Devil woulc be moſt glad. 
Firſt then, welee the folly of, them 


F » 


diſcovered. 


teward Heaven, © Doft:3.- 
diſcovered. and checked; who , cry 
down all'means, as being, of little or 
no uſe to them thatare in Chriſt. 1 
know the Mans Name, who compared 
one commed to Chriſt, unto. a Maa that. 
baving finiſhed his Houſe, lays aſide 
his Ioo's. How Ipray you (judge in , 
__ {elves) can thoſe Men, who deny 

t::at SCriptures are either'guide or rule 
to a true Chriſtian, who maintains that 
Minifters ought not to urge & call for 
repentance, mortification, holy walk- 
ing; who diſlike repetition of. Ser- 
mons,. judge Family- -prayer' a thing in--, 
difierent, dare travel on the Lords day 
without fcruple, refſt.contented with: a 
reading Miniſter, caft away all Books 
but the Bible, and ſay, plainly, Com- 
mentaries do: but miſlead Men, that. 
Treatiles direfing to lead, a godly 
life will mar Chriſtians : How, Lay, 
can theſe think, that means. and du-- 
ties are needful.? And doth any Man 
now expect, that by Arguments drawn 
out of the Word, I ſhould oppoſe this 
new Divinity ? thall {pend time in 
ſhewing hoy this Opinion fights wi 
tne 
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the experience and praftice of D4via” | 

and Dzniel, both of them(though Pro - 
phets) moſt preciſe obfervers of holy | | 
duties and exerciſes, and one' of 'them | 
bitterly lamenting the want of publick : 
means? How- it voideth and breaketh 
many Scriptures , as, Quench not the i _ 
Spirit, Dzſpiſe not Prophecying, Stir up : 
n 
h 
t 


the gift of God in thee, Attend at the 
poſts of wiſiom, Keep thy Heart above all 
keeping, Ponder the path of thy-feet, Build 
yoar ſelves on your moſt holy faith;Search c 
the Scriptures, Waet theſe things ou thy 
C11ldren, Hold faft what you have heard, 
Watch and Pray, Examine your Ways, = . 
and almoft ſix hundacd fuch like pla- | + 
ces ? (unleſs they will give us 'tiew ſen- 


ſes of theſe plain Texts, never before | - 
heard of Y'or laſtly, that it carricth ah _ 
too too rank favour of Anabaptiſm oc 


and Familiſm? No , no, 'the bitter 
fruits of ſuch loofe conceits in the lives Þ ,, 
of theſe new Evangeliſts , cry "aloud 
that the good Spirit i5 not the Father of | 
them. Behold here a marvellous poli- 
cy and ftratagemof that many-headed | 


Serpent. The greateſt part of theworld | 
Sit. | _ V 
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>= 


he holds in a ſecure and dead conditi- 
on, wherein they came either forChrift, 
nor means. When he*cannot keep 
Men from means, he - perſwades. and. 


 curiningly prevails with many to. reſt 


contented-in the naked and. powerleſs 
uſe of them , abltrated from Chriſt, 
and his quickening Spirit, the Life of. 
means. When this plot lucceeds not, 
he will puſh Men into thecontrary ex-, 
tream , perlwading ſo to hang upon 
Chriſt , as, they neglect all means ; 
wherein it ſcems ſome of the Corinths- 
ans faulted. Oh that theſe. Men would 


' Conſider that which the Dzvil knows 


full well, that they. who,dare abandon 
and relinquiſh the. means of maintain-. 
ing Godlineſs and a good Conſci-, 
ence, will in time caſt off. all care of 
godlinels and keeping a good Confci- 
ence; and he who dare bid farewell to 
the means of executing Gods prede- 
Rination, is in.Ganger to fulfil his own 
reprobation.: $7 

| Secondly therefore, let us take heed 
of ſetting at naught the gracious helps 
which God offers and affards for bring- 


ing 


reward Heavth,  Doft.z: if 
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DoR&.z, Prayer promotes the 
ing us on in. our ſpiritual Journey: 
Ler us lay hold upon them, and apply 
them with diligence , publick, private 
ordinary, extraordinary. God could 
fave us without them,but will not. We 
ſhall never be ſo ſtrong as not to necd 
theſe ftaves, ti} we appear perfe& before 


him in his holy Mountain. Its as vile - 


preſumption and madneſs to think 
our Souls can be in good plight, and 
our ſpiritual life continued without 
them, as to hope for a crop vvhere vve 
never ſowed, or ftrength and life with- 
out meat anddrink. Do vve not ſce 
that ſuch Chriſtians as uſe them moſt, 
have moſt grace ? Take heed, ſay not in 


thy heart, /am ſure 7 ſhall never fall, 7 


cannot be taken out of the hands of 
Chriſt, therefore thefe outvvard duties 
are not needful for me, the Spirit of 
grace vvill make.no ſuch concluſions. 
Its the Devils Logick, not Gods, 
vyhich teacheth to reaſon from the cer- 
tainty of Gods grace tothe 'neglett of 
our ovvn duty. Thus of the former 
mſtrugion, i - 

- Our fecond Leſlon from the ſame 


| oround is, that*' Goaly 


ſalvation of others. DoAiz. 
" Godly Mens Prayers promote the ſal- 
vation of others. | 

The hearty ſupplications of the 
faithful put up unto God,for their bre- 
thren, are good means furthering and 
helping forvvard the ſalvation of their 
brethren. if this were notſo, our Sa- 
viourwould not have taught us to pray, 
that Gods Kingdom of grace and glo- 
1 y,,ay come to others,aswell as our ſelves 
that others as well 4s our ſelves may know 
and obey the will of God ſincerely, chear- 
| fully, conSlantly; The Apoſtle would 
not have ſaid, I know this ſhall turnto 
my ſalvation through your prayers, my 
prayer to God for Ilrael is,that they may 
be ſaved,the Lord grant that he may find 
mercy in that day,If a man ſee his brother 
ſim a ſin which is not unto death, he ſhall 
4k and he ſhall give bim life for them that 
ſm not unto death. For lometimes the 
prayers of the godly obtain for others 
the beginning of aQtual ſalvation, that 
is, converſion (as our Saviours prayer * 
for the Jews who crucified him, 'took 
effet when ſo many of them were 
brought to repentance by Peters firlt 
Sermon, 


Doft4 Prayer promotes the 
Sermon,: and. Stevens, when Pat was 
converted; therefore the: Apoſtle wil- 
leth Chriſtians to pray, that 2Hcar/reriſh 
Magiſtrates my be.turned to-theLord, 
and come to the kyowledge of the truth'} 
ſometimes.the progreſs of it, that is, 
the continvange and increale of all con- 
ſequent bleſſings -and gifts! which are 
Preparatives 3 \ forerunners., ; certalg 
pragnofticks\ af .perfe& zalvation , as 
fuller aflurxance, comfort in aftlitions, 
ſpiritual eſtabliſhment, and ithe lire. 
Yet here we muſt khow \(that we may 
rightly: and .dpundly. uederftand the 
Point): that Prayer .is;Dot a:caule mo- 
ving God-.to. fave.thoſc whom -before 
he didnot intend to .lave, or, making 
bim more willing.to -{axe-ſuch, whole 
ſalvation heiformerly willed, :for Divi- 
nity teacheth;that.the will of God /ad- 
Mitteth not intefpſion.or,remiſhon) but 

a condition: cemmanded ,and required 
in us, whieh'ibtiog fulfilled by us, the 
Lord: hath.:/pramifed- to ſhew and ſhed 


abroad upon/others that grace, which 


he-had-purpoſed before all; time,to.:bc- 
tow upon phzem. Th 
.The 


*. The which do&rive ſerveth fiſt to 
teach us, what is the beft office and 
oreateft good turn. we can do to any 
whom. we love, or whole. kindneſs we 
deſire to recompence,. as 'faithfyl 
friends , bountiſul benefaQors, kind 
parents, dutiful children, loving yoke- 
fellows. Lend them. many hearty 
prayers, intreat the Lord for them,that 
they may be delivered from this preſent e- 
vil world,their eyes enlyghtned, their ſins 
pardoned, their hearts pnrged, therr fees 
guided in the way of peace; beg thelc 
things for them. If thou prevaileſt in 
thy ſuit,thou haſt done more for them, 
that-if thou badſt made them Lords of 
all that the {berian A7mrod doth cither 
poſſeſs. or . deſire, all the Kingdoms 
of the earth. Oh the dignity, utility, 
riches of prayer/a good man by prayer 
may do that for his friend, which- all 
the wealth and power ofthe world can- 
not do. The pooreſt Chriſtian, -on 
whom God hath powred the ſpirit of 


El ſupplications, may be very profitable 


to the rich, helping him to that which 
all his Rtoxe cannot purchaſe. For by 
the 
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Dof@.4. Prayer promotes the 
the Heaveh:picreing prayers; which 


aſcend daily: from the Altar of a: pure 


heart in the Teniple of his foul,he may 
be a means ot recefving him'anto. everla- 


\ ſting habitations, that is, of {aving his 


foul. LSE E905 | | 
: . Secondly, hence we mult be ſtirred 


-Up, 1.In our daily petitions, not-only to 
{peak for our felves, but to remember 
-allo the whole community - of. them 
.that belong to God: wherelſoever ſcat- 


tered. . Its a great fault in Chriſtians, 


'not only to omi: this duty altogether, 
but to make it ( as too many do) a 


meer matter of form. Indeed our 
wicked hearts out of ſloth or unbelief, 


:will be too ready to ſay, Alas wherein 
-can our prayers be profitable to them, 


whole faces and cales are unknown to 
us. : But anſwer them from this 1o- 
Arine, our prayers may advance the 
buſineſs of their ſalvation, :and like a 
ma 7 wind. facilitate their courle 
(or ſet themforward with happy ſpeed) 
towards the Celeftiv] Paradiſe. - How 
are we friends of Gods people, -if we 
deny our helping hand to6' procure 

| them 


ſalvation of others... Dota | 5; 
them ſuch a-[þenefit,; as.4s the furthes,, ; 


DofRrine, 


Bolt! Pr forthe Rog 


ofthe whole eafth] ati@ theſe prayers 
chnnot be'Vain* and tneffeaual ; bur 
ſhall like” the th6ulders of 'the palſie- 
mans friends inthe Goſpel; /bear them 
mto' "the Prefthce: bf hiriſt;! to -be 
ſrengthoics ajid healed 6f rheit Infir- 
mities,fupport did carry them'along 
in their pil 5ritape, and filiniſter un- 
ro thei! abuifidant entrance into the 
everlaſting kitipdome of "God. 
The third'poiht now followeth, v. 
the perſons for whom theſe miniſters 
pray thus- \conftantly, [for your] laith 
the text; that is for the Thefſalonians, 


.who at this time were under perſecu- 
tion'as 5ppeareth in the fourth verſe 


6f 'this Chapter, where the Apoſtle 


hath told ns that he was glorified of OL 


them in! the Charches of: God, be- 
cauſe of their-patience and faith in 
all their perſecutious and' tribulati- 
ons which they did ſuffer. _ 

- Whence obſerve we;thar,Chriſtians 
51 their prayers mt remember their affli- 
fed Brethrth. As we mult not forget 
to intercede andcall uponGod, for Sl 


his diſperſed 1fratl, called; uncalled,ſo 
in 


Þyay For the affliffiil. .Doft. 5. By 
in ſpeci? ſort we ſhould be mindful of == 
hemthat travel wvnder tribolation.ahd 
faffer with/Ctiriſt or far Chriſt.” This 
duty is-fcluded in thar perieral pre- 
ept;/ remember them that- art inbonds. 
'he priftice''of 1t occurs often-in 
criptur@The fiveet Plalmiſt fingeth, 
edeej T[Yael'0 God ont of -all hus tron 
les; that 'thy beloved nay be delivered, 
#ve with thy right hand acial hear anw. 
6: often do the Faithful inthe 
als complain to'Ged of the Chur- Pſal. 74. 
hes diftref$ an petitibnifor redreſs? 79. 30. 
Marel and} Nehemiah; Qounrtiers both 
great favour with the greateſt Mo 
archs ih the-world at that time,how 
nournfully and earneſtly.do they-v- 
eat 'for tlie church thefrinmfery ? 
For:Firſt;they ate ourfellow-mem- Rcaſos 2. 
rs, parts of the ſamobudy': .ifome 
ember faffet or be difedledywilh ndt 
je reſt ſympathize, andi{dek the beſt 
lief for it-they can Z4Fthwhead ake, 
e ſtomack'want tneat, . thie heart be - 
ained; the afme wounded; 'the foot 
uty ? witlnot the tongue. (the ſouls 
ator)-by: fpeakihg,thb hand by wri- 
| D 2 ting 


- 34 Dole? 1 Prof mY £4 m_— 
of the'whble'i eafth] ari@ theſe prayers 
cannot be'Vaitt- and ineffectual , but' 
ſh4ll like” the th&ulders of the palſie- 

- mans friends ih the Goſpel;bear them 
mito "the Preface: bf - hiriſt;! to -be 
ſtren gthenctajid healed of their Infir- 
mities,fuppo Tie atid carty them along 
in their bp 'ritape, and fiiniſter un- 
ro thei! abufidant entrance into the 
everlaſting kitigdomie of 'God. = 

The third'Þoiht now followeth, v. 
the perſons for whom theſe miniſters 
pray thus conſtantly, [for you? laith 
the texr;that-is for the Theffalonians, 

who at this time were under perſecu- 

'tion'as Sppeareth in the fourth verſe 
of 'this Chapter, where the Apoſtle | 
hath told ns that he was glorified of 
them in the Chatches of: God, be- 
cauſe of their-patience and faith. in 
all their perſecutious and'tribilati- 
ons which they did ſuffer. .. | 

Dofrine, © Whence obſerve we;thar,Chriſtians Þ© 
51 their prayers miſt remember their affii- 
Hed Brethren, 'As'we mult riot forget 
to intercede and'call uponGod,for all F 


his diſperſed J/zaet,called;uncalled,1o : 
in 


Pray for the offlifteu. .Doft. JG. T1 


if ſpecit? ſort weſhould be mindful of 
them thit travel rinder tribulation hd: 
fer with Chriſt or for Chtift.: This 
luty is-included in thar gerieral pre- 
ept;/ remeber then that- art inbords. | 
he prafiice' of 1t ecurs .often-in 
cripture@ The fiveet PAalmiſt fi ngeth, 
edeen Tſratl O God ont of -all hu trod- 
44 he y hy beloved nay be delivered, 
je with Ke right band' adit hear me. 
ow bfted 5 do' the Faithful inthe 


1 Ffalms' complain to'Ged of the Char- Pal. 74s 
| hes diftref$ ant petitibnifor redreſs? 79. 80. 
2 Davie and} Nehemiah; Qonrtiers both 

great favour with the greateſt Mo- 


archs ih the: world at that time,how 
Ff (ourbfully and carneſtlyido they 
— ſeat for this church ther in miſery e 
For:Firſt;they ate our fellow-mem- &caſon 1. 
IS, parts of the ſame > .ifome 
eniber-faffet or be d ifealed;wilh ndc 
ic reſt fytipathize, andi{dek; the beſt 
lief fob it-they can ZiFthwhead ake, 
> ſomack'want teat, . the heatt be -: 
; Þiried; the arme wountted; the foot 
Þuty ? 'witl not the tongue: the ſouts 
Nor) by: fpeaking,the hand by wri- 
D 2 ting 


Patt.” 5. Pray for the affiifted. 

zing. crave ſupply, or reF'dy ? ſure, 

ielſe they were unworthy to have any 

place.in the body,. or receive life of 
motion —p = head and heart. 

 .-Secandly,.. they greatly need our 

Coy prayers: :for;their condition-is both 

Pityfuland. dangerous. They ſtand af 

| Godsſouldiers, in the very heat andf 

heart of the moſt dangerqus battle, 

have not theſe, need to be well backed, 

by our prayers? they ſigh and groafſ 

- .:-.i; anderopprefſionand wrong: have no; 

_ --?.v7 theſeneed to be eaſed and helped bl, 

aur prayers? they are in the furnace df 

fery tryal. Have not theſe need of thila 

cooling comfort of our prayers? ih, 

they ſhould quail and ſtart back-whogſ;s 

The:Lord hath now -brought into thi; 

: >5-3 -Open eld; forthe maintenance of hf 

«ruth, theenemies would inſult,Satz 

be. proud of his victory,Gods cauſe iÞ;;, 

-Uanger to-fall to the ground, and ml;,, 

ay weak'ones be diſcouraged. m: 

Reaſon 3. 55 Thirdly;, we may do them mudft9 

.good by our prayers. We may: knoflye 

Their perſecutors in the head, ( it halfſye, 

-been;obfſeryed, thar the faithfol ſigh” 

S113 SOS I 


4. 
_ 


| van» of —_ | SDP"IE® +, PI fn 
; ing againft proud and cruel Tyrants 
' fare, with no” other weapons, 'but prayers 


© anYN and tears have given theth blows,: ufo 
life orffl cer which they could never-tife of re- 
Tt Fcover) wemay move the-Lord topive 
oY them conipalſion. before theſe that af- 
) 
and az 
at and 
attle: 
jacked 
gTOal 
LVE N0 
ped h 
Lace 0 
of th 
rS2 | 
Ly afidtions; would-not/ af6rd[usithe 
| 


> of rule in the royal Law;\utgedalſsby 
-SatChriſt Hittifelf |: -what/orvt#'gÞ would! 


mw that men ſh4MId\s'to you;' doe uti fo 
[1 


1 mn 
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"Wy ſelves 


KY 


-- 


Pray fir the affifted. Dott. 5" 
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Vſe Is 


138 Do8#. 5; Pray for the fire. 


ſelves ip theis reom,and tbe. affec; 
e&towardgsthem.as if their caſe werg 
Ours, a$:if their afflict Ion$ Wer gur 
ofmn Proper burden. ; .. 

[Firſt ghen,what manner of Chriſs 
ins arethoſe, who if they. pray atall 
pray: only fox: themielves;f, many(aln 
200: many2are of this ming. cy, by 
they fit; and walk in. thearm-Sun of 
proſperitycfieep. jm a 'whole-skin, 
line themſelves well with Wordl 


eþ £5: "Y vealth; fock-in-the- commodities of 2 


their remple-ſongs turned anto howlinss, 


vitfyl 8nd peaceable-land,; let who 
willtake-thought for diſtreſſed.Chur: 
ches,:iſbrefſed Chriſtians, / they, will 
leayethattothemwhohayelittle elk 
to-do- To apply this ſomewhat more 
ED :CAnnot beignorant 
diyeriR 25 dear to Godgasthe beſt 
of [us,/ Aats — day' afflicted, {om 
pinched and _—_ Lorigh penury;ſpm 
ioapsiſonedg) ſame baniſhed 4\H/e baue 
heard mith-enr om nefghbours have 
roldiuts) anc” cd are Fpoiled. Ci chat 
goods, Kogds, hildrens's? YRRSOSUS, 
liberty of warſhipping God purely, 


ſome 


as ÞY 35. YL oe HEE. YR TT TIES YR wa uw aw 


 Prope;fer the fb Doc 39, 
ſome ks MR ondagguby hard O 
cruel Lords Nos m_ akaagaek ly, 
and 7; 1e Fo, 
dance, by reg {or of. ft TI FF he 
enemy at if e Fenget mann rope 
meat to 1 na i eh 
pres ons, Hy KA | Gs OY: 


Y; \ rieved KO wh 
op of fays theto 59, heart El fa or ms 


ring of thele Fo Fz mf. a 2 BR S 
of pity, x1 iq Ph<ERL,01 


cFles ear Ko 


on os Hom By Ha be 


_— 
his. own 


that | 

cart p TE ae muy Dok 

IR rl 
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me may, PranQy 
Ut: Drifao xx s 
5 ue take,and hi 


otherwiſe ay Al Fo lin Wag 
own gagd. re,qQuiet. EE jon, com- 
ly, modious lodging, Gn Pfr To 
{| whom the belt ARON "COM! orts are 
eſs 


18. 
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tes pleaſant, 264 often faweed with 
forrowful ſighs, 'becai{ſe*it 'goes not 
well withithe pevple, abd8aints of the 
Moſt high. Well, we nay hete: learn 
tojudge ef our felves,ifour bouſes.our 
hearts afford no prayers for poor affli. 
Qed" Chriffians.f we be'not Jorrowful 
'* Ji the ſolemn of mbly.if f thi repruach of 
it "be not abu dey to LY we are as far 
from a truly! Chriſtian difpoſ tion, as 
they that are furtheſt, deadtTumps in 
the! womb of the Church; 'vpi&of the 
Tpirir of Chrift unworthy td be recko- 
ned jn the myſtical body of *Chriſt.” 
'$econd}y, let ns therefore inakecon- 
{cjetice of this dary:let uStiever ceaſe 


$ commend unto os Lord! His affli- 


ed'f6Ck, his pected and'perfecuted 
people. We onphe! to Hy down-our 
lives for them; if God ſhonld call us 
thereutite; "and ſhall we be backward 
to lend them-our prayers? ls it likely 
'we would fpend our blood to'do them 
good, for whom we will tot ſpend a 
few tears, alittle breath ?'a few hear- 
ty deſires and affectionare ſuits;which 
We may do' without hurt? If the Jews 
in 


Pray f for the  ofitel Dodt. 6 


in captivity. mnſt7 pray tor' forthe peace of 
NN Baby lon ; ; 6-2 much more 


ſhould the 7 fact of God for Feruſalem 
the City of God ? Is'not the'Chriſtian 
Church the Spouſe of Chriſt? If we 
can fee Chriſts own Spouſe tefpight- 
fully uſed, trampled upon, wounded 
and not be troubled, not ſpeak a good 
word for her,how dare we ſay the love 


of Chriſt'dwelleth in us? The Lord © 


(no dobut) hath juſt reaſons within 
himſelf; why as yet he ſendeth not 
inlargement and deliverance to his 
Church:bnt-this freeth not them ſrom 
blainewho ſceeming,and calling them: 


ſelves the Churches chidren, pray not 
atiall;of very coldly for the proſperi: 
ty of theif miother.Nay,Iwill ſay bold: 
1y,thts 
gainſtthe*enemy, though they never 


denying to help the Church az 


confpX#edivith the'eneimy, makes them 
guilty Ity Gods ſight of the Churches 
deſoldtioh/as'ſure as' he that looks on; 

while a iſs man'is: rob'daad mu rthe- 


| red; art calls not'for aid. is acceſſary 


to the: murther Wherefore let us now 
begin (if hithertow@thave'been ſus 


ping 


-4& Dot. 51 Rrayſfor the affieicd. =» 


Pine and;caxeleſs) and continue to be 
3mportunate, petitioners for the faith- 
Ful in miſery 3. oh let us double our 
importunity, (if it be poſſible) giving 
the Lord no reſt till he ariſe, bave mer- 
cy on Ziqn,and ſtabliſh Feruſalextill be 
#read down wer enemies as firaw us trod- 
den for the dunghil,and raiſe up Carpen- 
ters, which may fray, 4nd caſt: down the 


Zech.1.21 thorns that have ſcattered Fudah, that 


there may be-no more a pricking briar to 
ihe houſe of Iſrgel,wor any grieving thorn 
of all that gre round about themthat they 
may be 110. more. a prey to the, heathen,but 
well ſafely, ang, none may make them a- 
fraid. Letus often {et before our eyes 
their rueful condition,think haw ma- 
ny good things they want,: which we 
£Bjoy;; and-how ilattle worthy we-are 
to enjoy what they wane ;.labgur tobe 
affected with ,a-tender ſenſe of. their 
miſeries, that;our: hearts melting in 
compaſſion,mayiſcend forth many zea; 
ous prayers!," the fruit and ; benefit 
whereof, they,whom we never knew, 
never ſaw,ſha}l-undoubtedly. feel and 
Icap iN one kind. or other. ; = Thi 
| e 


Gedthe (Grd of the Fairhfuloe Daft... a3. 


 The,fqurth:pointig.orferis the of 4 Interpreta- 
ject of Pauls Wy Qcation, the Apzigy —— 
of the bigſhings. WHICH ,fQIS afterwards «4; 
begged; hwy. 9 diſcabed, ;Loyr Ged } 
thats; £rue God, who generally 
is the God.of the. whole y011d, .T he 
Larg, sf 164 the earth, de; of af - thy Zeck. 6:5, 
Spirits of, al fleſh; pecaligaly of 
own Peale: :Whenge get. vs obſerve 
——_—_ E+he39) pai ns. Inftzur 

191}: ; 

-r#, he Tiard is 11 Jprcia i fag the God « Defines 

the, fertbful, 

gh, he Hodly and: revs believers, havg 
God za þq theirs in @ lnevial Manner. 
He ey (Gd v1 © 49) oh6jcs God? Jalth Ztfo- ME 
Jh*n hte Food 45 wir: Foe Sure #19, 42,50 15, 
ver; faigh my. Plalmilts nA dr 4,.thah* 
art myGod 4; ar; Be Pram. in -the; 
name.of the Chyche;.Fhe Lord my, 
God ſhall canes, frith Agabags A God, 
hulinpns all your: #& e132 the AR&, 

ſtle., And many ſych- places there arc; 
through. 04 the Scrippres.! For, .. | 
Firſt;;he-hath friedſtse; ther ON - Reaſon 1. 


the world, 41d Jeparatea-chem from 


other nn Prapln to be ie Bea wr peeples apd, 
embra- 


L; 
i 
— 
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Reaſon 2. 


Reaſon 3. 


Uſe Is 


making him a favourer,Patron,father 


'Dodt. 6. God i the God of the faithful: 
embraceth them with ſuch a'love, ag 
he extendeth not to all. 
Secondly, he hath confirmed them to 
himſelf, by making with them a co- 
venant of life and-peace, wherein he 
promiſed to be a Father and Husband 
to' them, removing evils, conferring 
all good things, in this and the future 
life. So'much is compriſed in theſe 
few words. I will be their God. 
Thirdly, they chuſe and avonch him 
to be their God," to whom they give 
themſelves, and yeild all hearty and 
willing ſervice,duty and obedience,as 
becomes good children and {ubjects- 


. © Firſt, this ſerves to controtl' the. 
_ faweineſs and preſumption'oof wicked 
men,who being the ſeed of the old ſer- 


pent.,and children of the wicked one, 
will needs uſurp and intrude into the 
proper right of the righteous, that-is, 
challenge God to be their God, their 
Father. It can hardly be told, how diſ- 
honourable intollerable a wrong:theſe 


- --, men offer to the Lord: they moſt in- 


dignly debaſe his excellent' Majeity, 


of 


'' #1 4 ſpecial ſort. +. - DoCt. 6. 
of naughtineſs the companion of 
Satan , which is moſt vile impiety , 
yea blaſphemy,ſhould a known ſtrum- 
pet ſtill in all places be calling the 
King her Husband ; would it notbe 
counted impudency worthy to be 
ſeverely puniſhed by the judges ? Let 
ſuch hear the Lord. himſelf ( if yet 
they will believe him ). forbidding 


him to be ſo bold with his Name; .. 


What haſt thou to do to takermy Covenant 
in thy mouth? Yea, plainly telling 
tthem to their faces,chey are not hzs peo- 
le, not under mercy, that he 1s not their 
God. It's true, eyen the vileft men in 
the world have relation to him, and 
dependence on him, as a Creator and 
Conſerver : but no man can truly call 
God his by Covenant , till he find in 
himſelf, 1. A fweet mourning in ſe- 
cret , for that he hath_ done him ſo 
much wrong, and ſtill can ſerve him 
no better. 2. A ſenfibleneſs of his dis- 
honour. 3. An earneſt ſtriving to give 
God his heart in all worſhip. 


Secondly, this Doctrine nay com: of 2, 


fort the Godly. Fear not, nor be 
| __*_ diſmayed 


45 


-— 


4 Dots di Mars Faithful 


he be thy" God, wh&is the God-of fal- 
vation andFjaftfRt ef repeHthrit' fin- 
riers..- thor caſt not be edtiderhned ; 

he be thine, Whois neſs an all; 
fin ſhall." oo thee ino? Satan 


pnth thee Wi} bands! Tf G64 be 

irs he Te % tep 4hd Gite for thee, 

thon' att fere'of Contolatibn it cala- 
Eſa. 43: 2, mity, prefervation i in petils;fuppþly'ef 
Zo all. wants, his: wiſdome ſhalthe thy 
warch, his Providence thy Portion, his 

h wer thy #4 ſiRai hifi thee in 
pave fiQtions: if Gott Þ6- this 

tits ponies are'thine; atl thoſe Texrs 

hict{ declare what God 18,08 wil be 

0 His are z0f ſufely thi eaoifeny name 

wete exprefſed in them,his Chriſt 'i8 
thirie,his. Kihgdotite j IS thine,” A] art 

thine. If ffrfends fail as the brooks i 
ſummer, kinsfolks grow RG, aid 

old gan and Sar off like 
ſtranger EI parents or, deat” Yoke- 

fellows the elf leave - _ drop 

wn ned Fg of Jckth' f earthly 

-35 hy and cotforts; ike: riches 't'S9- 

fomon, take chemiel lyes to theltwings 

an 


Efmaretf ther faithful Chriftian : if 


- tn 4 ſpecial' ſort." + * Dot. 6: 
and fly-away.,grieve not thou as others 
that have no hope, but fing and exult 
in ſpirit;ſeeing God,who is inſtead of 
all things, remaineth thy God for ever 
and ever. Rejoyce in the Lord,ye righte- 
os , and be thankful for your hap» 
neſs; for bleſſed are the people whoſe 
Gods Fehovah. This is indeed true 
felicity to him that hath God for his 
God.no good ſhall be wanting,no evil 
mortal, nothing can make him miſe- 
rable. 


Thirdly. the faithful are here inſtru. Uſe 3, 


ed, 1. To reſt on the Lord with full 
confidence of heart, to appropriate' 
him particularly to themſelves, boldly 
to challenge an intereſt jn him. When 
God hath pleaſed of his rich grace to 
become mine, giving himſelf to me, 
how can it be preſumption to make 
claim to him as mine, and fay as holy 
ones have ever ſaid, The Lord is my 
God; from this hold (which indeed is 
the foundation of all our comfort)the 
Devil and the Pope would drive us ; 
but we muſt maintain our title, and 
never ſuffer 'our ſelves to be beaten 
from 
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Do&t.6:God #5 the God of the faithful 

from it;eſpecialy in the evil day in di- 
ſtreſſes and agonies of conſcience,imi- 
rating ourLord and Maſter.,who when 
his Fathers hand {ſo preſſed him, that 
to his own feeling he had forſaken 
him, yet cryed,” My God my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me ? 2. To go boldly 
to him in praier, ſeeking and asking of 
himall things needful : ſpeak to him 
with confidence of acceptance and 
audience : if he be our Gcd, he w1ll 
deny vs nothing. Should we fear be- 
ing welcome to our own? Þ am the 
Lord their God, and will hear them, ſaith 
God in the Prophet Zachary.3. With 
erect and undiſmayed fpirits to pro- 
feſls and confeſs. his name before the 
ſons of men. If we call him ours, and 
here the Apoſtle tells us,he 7s not aſha- 
med to be ſp called, ſhall we be aſhamed 
of him,deny him in the world ? if we 
do,are we not well worthy to have cur 
{iveries taken from us;and to be turn- 
ed out of his ſervice, or diſcarded in 
the day of his glorious appearing ? 4. 
To be careful of honouring, pleaſing, 
obeying him,Te ſhall do my judgements 
(laith 
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(ſaith 


is ſpecial. ſort.  DoClt. 6. 49 


(faith the Lord to the people in Leyi- Levit. i8* 


ticus) and keep mine ordinances to walk, +* 
therein. Why ? I am the Lord your God.  _— 
We will ſerve the Lord, for he ts our Gad,. Joih,24. 
ſay the people in Foſhxa.. For ſhame ne- 18. 


ver profeſs thy ſelf to he Gods, never 
call God thine , while thou makeſt no 
conſcience of obeying him. Art thou 


a willing ſervant of fin , more ready 


to do what thy luſts lead. unto , than 
what God commands ? Sin 1s: thy 
God. Doſt thou beſtow upon the 
world , the profits and pleaſures of it, 
that love, fear, joy, delight, ftrengrh, 
time, which God challengeth, and the 
godly conſecrate to him ? The world 
is thy God. Are thy waies 1uch as a- 
gree far better with the will of the 
Devil, than with the holy will of Ged ? 
Dolt thou not take far more care and 
pms: for fulfilling the mind of the 
eſh, and Satan, than doing what God 
requireth and accepteth? The De- 
vil is thy God. See now thou haſt 
choſen- aad made ſtrange gods to thy 
ſelf, other Lords have dominion over 
the, the God that formeth thee, haſt thau 
| E rejetted, 


5o& Dot. 6. God 4s the God of the faithful. 

.rejetted; for n0 mart Can ferve +wo ma- 
_ 

Veg © Laſtly, Fen this Sons of men are 
Bs  admonithed, to take heed of perſecu- 
'rting (that 1s ronging) the . godly , 
by word or wotk 3 or | they, belong to 
one that is higher than the higheſt , the 
mighty maker of- all things-1s their 
maſter , and: hath undertaken ''to be 
theit ProteCtor ; he that toucheth them 
toucheth the Lord . who hath linked 
himſelf to them in an eternal league 
of athity.' If God be theirs, he will 
eainly take-their parts, declare him- 
f an enemy of: their enemies, ſmite io 

theprondeſt that'dfMiCt them. Make 
God thy,Foe, draw him into the Field i 
a pin] thee , And; ſee how: thou ſpee- 


Reſolutibn. * he it Sad \itoelt branch of' our 
general diviſion How followeth, which 
45, the matter. of the Apoſtles prayer. 
"Wherein two things are to be conſi- 
"deted; 1. The things craved in the reſt 
\of the 11 #:' 2..* The end for which 
'he deſired and would have God to be- 


ſow them, ver. 12. The things c_ 
or 


ul are ca 
0 ſo far-fetcht a Meronymya, we may 
vell enough take it 1n the uſual ſenſe ; 
ither for that gracious and ſaving be- 

efit of God beſtowed on the Elect, 


ulfil all the good pleaſure of his good- 
eſs, &c. whereof the firſt is principal 
he other ſubordinate, a means con- 


Jncing and ſybſervient to the former. 


ct us begin with the former ; and firſt 


ods kinggoo, to which the faith- 
led. 1 ſee no need of flying 


hich commonly we call egfeftual call- 
g, or for the ſtate and profeflion of 
hriſtianity, to which they are brought 


by Gods calling them out. of their na- 


ral condition ; and: then the mean- 
g of the other words will be this. 
Ve pray, .that theLord will enable 
ou to walk, as becometh thoſe that 
re the called of God, to dire, and 

KL 2 ſtreng- 


in a ſpecial fort. Dot. 6. 
for the Theſſalonians, the bleſſings for 
which Paw prayeth uato God in their 
behalf, are two : for he intreateth the 
Lord, 1. That he would make them wor= 
by of their calling. 2 That he would 


$2 


* 


eek out the ſenſe of the words, By tterp 


alling, many. underſtand the glory of ion. 


ret- 


52 
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Dot. 7. "The beſt prone 


* God for any thing,importeth and pre 
_ Juppoſeth our-indigency , and want 


- continue to be your ſtrength, and ſta 
-youw1ll fall to ſuch courſes, as are u 
-worthy your holy calling.David a Pn 
- Phet,, endued with a large meaſure ( 
the ſpirit of- fanctification, how did 
diſcredit his religion, by his adulte 


ſwearing,before the enemies of Chri 


ſtrengthen you, that in nothing yol 
may diſcredit, but in ell things to the 
very end, honour your Chriſtian-call. 
ing. Hence we may deduce three con- 
nn. =: 

_- The firſt, Trae Chriſtians of themſelue 
would ſhame their calling. - 
The faithful, if God do not guide 
and uphold-them;are in danger to ble-W 
myh their profeſſion. For prayer tc 


the thing prayed for,or eHe impotenc 
to retain what we have obtained, ti 
perform what is required. The Ape 
FTles petition implies as much,as if h 
had ſaid, though you have received 
good portion of -Gods grace,unleſs h 


murther,counterfeit madneſs ? Perer! 
"Apoſtle ,, by lying, fwearing.and fe 


a, 


and by diſlembling at ' Artwch ? The 
| like may be ſaid of Noah,7onah,Sampſon, 
o the Solomon ;, for that Solomon was an clect 
-call-F v<Nſ:1, and is a glorious Saint. in hea- 
col-F yen, I no more doubt , than that he 
was the Autnor of Eccleſiaſtes; for this 
Book could not be written in the time 
of his primitive integrity (becauſe he 
ſpeaks preciſely of that as a thing 


ſoul turned from God would never. g, 
have taken pains to draw men from 
all earthly vanities, which 1s .the ſcope 
of that Book) nor breathed out ſuch 
heavenly precepts, as .ars here found, 
and therefore was written. by 2 true pc- 
Wicent, who found God gracious, and 
vias received into Abrahams bolome. 


drawn, Firſt, from the, Teliques of 0- 
riginal ſin, the root. and, {ource of 


{ a Prins, which (till hath reſidency, though 
ure Got regency in the beſt , the old leaven 
v did ls not perfetly purged out. th.:e fleſh, zr 


dultelf<r/5ch dw {ls 0 goodneſs d;vells in thoſe 
hat hav2 molt good.ieis. Tae holieſt 
ouls do n:ceflarily,though unwillingly 
E J | Cat- 


to ſhame their calling. Dott. 7: J3 


paſt) nor of his Apoſtacie , becauſe a p,qec-. 


Reaſons: of this Dottrine , may be &-aſon i. * 


Reaſon 2. 


Dot. 7. 


' Thebeſt prone 
carry about in their boſoms an here- 
ditary diſeaſe, which inclines them to 
drowſineſs, and neglect of their holy 
watch. a dangerous deceiver, an ene- 
my like to Satan, luſting againſt the ſpi- 
rit, rebelling againſt the Law of their 
mind , ſometimes craftily enticing, 
ſometimes violently haling to thoſe 
things that are contrary to their calling 

Secondly, from Satans oppoſition , 
who thruſts ſore at them, that he may 
caſt them down from their excellen- 
cy, out of the hatred he bears both to 
their Souls which will be wounded ? 
and toGods Name. which will be ble- 
miſhed by their falſe. Therefore he 
blows the fire of natural corruption , 
preſents objects, and by them worketh 
upon the heart, offers wicked company, 
watcheth where they are weakeſt,when 
moſt unprovided, and accordingly aſ- 
faults them ; a thouſand wiles he uſeth 
all the power and policie of his ſeven 
heads and ten horns he applieth to 
the ſubverting of them. 

Thirdly , from the weakneſs of the 


new man. True holineſs indeed is re- 
newed 


to ſhame their calling. Dot6t.g. 55 
_newed in them; but imperfett : their 
ftrength is like the ſtrength of a child, 
now beginning t0,0,..0r A Man IFco7 
veringiof* a. great, tcknels ,, they-nei; 
ther knovw, believe, nor love perfectly, 
and therefore can.neither. avejd oil ) 
nor do good perfectly... Look then, 
as he whoſe ſight 1s; dim, or yjoynts 
and knees, feeble, ,may.calily lip and 
fall into the. mire; {0 the belt Chriſti 
ans being attended, with. infirmity , 
whilſt they are ſtrangers on earth, are 
in danger by, falling to ſhame, their 
calling, further than they are ſupport- 
A_—_ CTR 
The point thus egpucmed, {eryeth 
further to admoniſh the godly of three 
things. ore ty a 
- Firſt, to take notice. of, our great, Uſ 1, 
frailty. Alas, filly wgaklings are we, 
unſtable as water, reeds thaken with the 
wind, if the rock of J/rael be not onr. 
arme_every morning ,, unable to ſtand a- Ea. 33-2. 
gainſt the leſt blaſt of Satans mouth , 
the ſmalleſt puff of wordly troubles , 
ready. enough, if left to, our ſelves, to © 
fall as foully, as fearfully, as ever did \ 
#2 tao | ny. 


Uſe 2, 
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The beſt prone © 
any, and ſo cauſe the Church of Ged, 
the religion of God, the calling of Chr- 
ſtianity to be reproached ; the beſt of 
us, the ſtrongeſt amongſt us, had we no 
better keepers than our ſelves, would 
{in like Peter, David, Solomon, Manaſ- 
ſes, yea become Fudaſſes, Demaſſes, A- 
lexanders, terreſtial Devils; he that 
believes not this of: himſelf, is blind 
and knows not himſelf. See what ſmall 
cauſe we have to be conceited , and 
confident of our own ſtrength. 
Secondly, to. fear continually , to 
be jealous and ſuſpicious of our felves 
1n regard of our great weakne ls, and 
with all careful and curious circumſpe- 
Ction, to watch oyer our ſelves, that 
we be not ſupplanted by fin. Bleſſed 
zs he that in this ſort feareth allwaies;, had 


. Peter feared his own infirmity, he had 


not ſtrayed ſo grievouſly. No man is 
nearer downfall, than he: that is fur- 
theſt from doubting himſelf. . Had we 
achild, or ſervant whom we knew 
defperately bent to hurt himſelf, or 
ſome other, or elſe in danger, either 
by reaſon of ſome diſeaſe to fall _ 

re 


fire and water, or of a bad diſpoſition, 
to play ſome. lewd, ſhameful pranck., 
whereby our houſe might be diſcredi- 
ted, would we not ſtill have an eye to 
him, and command our folks to watch 
him at everyend ? the caſe is our own ; 
our own traiterous hearts conſpire a- 
gainſt us night and . day to. work us 
woe, to lay us naked before the world, 
like Noah uncovered in his tent, to ſe- 
duce us into the dirty-paths of ſin, 
that when we have ſtained our gar- 
ments, we may be the laughing ſtock 
of Devils and wicked men. Oh look 
we to our ſelves that we be not decei- 
ved by fuch-a cozening companion : 
no vigilancie can be too great, in ob- 
ſerving and taking heed 'of this thief, 
this murtherer. 


Thirdly.not to inſult over,nor to be vfe 3. 


cenſorious in judging Chriſtians for. 
their falls. Seeſt thou one that calls on the 
name of Chriſt, do this or that unbeſeem- 
ing his profeſſion ? do not preſently 
condemn him -for an hypocrite , nor 
ceaſe to acknowledge him for a bro- 
ther, but rather ſupport him in love, and 

the 
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the ſpirit of meeknef, conſidering thy ſelf, 
leſt thou alſo be tempted; remembring 
that thy ſelf, though as famous for 
faith and ſanCtitie, as any of theſe The/- 
fſalonians ,, art in danger to do as much, 
yea more, if the Lord do not lead thee 
in his truth and righteouſneſs. But let 
no man miſtake me , or deceive him- 
ſelf; I ſpeak of one, who failing in 
ſome particular act, is for the main , 
undefiled in his way ; not ofa man that 
follows ſin as a trade, and after illu- 
mination and admonition, purpoſeth 
to go on ſtill in his treſpaſſes. We 
may as lawfully and certainly judge 
fach an one - to be de preſents, a ſlave of 
the Devil , one far off. the kingdom 
of God, as call'that a crab-tree, which 
beareth crabs or a thorn, ; which bring- 
eth the fruits of a thorn. 1 

The ſecond inſtruction 1s, The godly 
muſt by all means grace their calling. 

Chriſtians muſt ſo demean them- 
ſelves both in peace and trouble, as 
they may honour and credit the Chrj- 
ſtian-name and profeſſion. For PauPs 
prayer includes the Theſſalonians du- 
ty 


to honour our calling. Doet: 8., 59 
ty ,- as if he ſhould ſay ,, we knowing 
and conſidering, that this is a main 
thing chiefly to be looked unto, by you 
that are believers, worthy the labour 
of your lives, do conſtantly beg for 
you at. the hands of God this grace, 
that he would make you. worthy of this 
calling. The Epheſians are exhorted, 
ro walk worthy of the Yoration wherewith 


they are called. Timothy muſt teach women 


ro carry themſelves, as. becommeth thoſe 
that profeſs godlineſs. 'And good rea- 
ſon. For, : 

Firſt, in ſo doing they honour the &-eſon 41. - 
holy name of God, by cauſing the do- 
Ct:13e and religion of God to be well- 
thought and well-ſpoken of. Whereas 
by ſtaining their profeſſion, they ble- 
mifh the glorious name of God. For 
they open the mouths of the prophane, 
to blame and blaſpheme religion, to 
rail againſt and curſe the Goſpel ; 
which things muſt needs: redound to 
his diſhonour : Hence the Lord com- 


- Þlaineth of the Jews, that by their ido- 


Jatrous mariages, they had prophaned hzs 
holinef, and again, for that they had 
made 


| 


Reaſon 2, 
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Honour we our calling 
made his name to be prophaned among the 
Gentiles by their wicked lives. Indeed 
the doctrine 1s holy and good, and no 
way to be charged wich the faults of the 
perſons,yet the men of the world judge 
of the doctrine, the worth and ſ{weet- 
nefs whereof they know not, by the 
works and fruits which they ſee and 
know; and conclude there. is no ſuch 
holineſs, goodneſs, power in Gods 
School, becauite no more appears in 
their lives. Therefore the Apoſtle 
would have young women obedient to 
their own husbands. that the word of God 
be not blaſph:med, and ſervants faithful 
ro their maſters, that they may adorn the 
daitrine of God our Saviour. See Tit. 2. 
5, 10. 1 I 1.6.1. 

Secondly, hereby they may further 
the converſion of the uncalled. How is 
that, may ſome ſay? I anſiver, when 
they ſhall evidently ſee, what a broad 
difference there is betwixt their own 
tives, 2nd the lives of the godly, they 
may by Gods bleſling be convinced , 
that they are out of the way of life, 
When their experience ſhall teach 
them, 
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| by all means 
them,that in thoſe whom they have oft- 
en reviled and condemned, nothing is 
found worthy to be blamed, they ma 

be brought to feel ſhame and 41elt- 
condemning accuſation-in their own 
conſciences: when they behold ſuch 
worthy fruits of religion in the lives of 
others, as even they that will not be 
good, cannot but commend and ad- 
mire;. they be drawn to ſome liking 
of religien, allured to look into it, 
to enquire and hearken after it, tobe 
acquainted with thoſe that teach and 
profeſs it, till at length they be taken in 
Gods net. Whereas by blemiſhing 
their profeſſion, they hinder the falva- 


tion of others, hearten and harden the 


wicked in rebellious courſes, in hatred 
or diſlike of Gods truth (who think 
they have good cauſe to hate it, ſeeing 
it produceth no better effects in thoſe 
that follow it) and ſo drives them fur- 
ther from grace and Gods kingdome. 


Thirdly, juſtice and gratitude re- Rejon 3. 


quires it. For this calling is honour- 
able, and honoureth us : it makes us of 
Gods houſhold, children of God _ 
the 
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Dreſs. 


Ayſw. 
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the: Church,” members of the Son of 


God, ſetteth, before us a kingdome, a 
crown of eternal glory as. the prize 
for which, the goal to which we muſt 
ruane. Is not, this a great dignity ? 
Is not this ſo worthy a.calling, -worthy 
honouring ? are we, not , gvilty of hor- 
rible unthankfulneſs, unrig zhteouſneſs, 
if we do not honour it all we, are able ? 

- Before we come to application, it 
ſhall not be amiſs, for further explica- 
tion of the point, to anſwer one queſti- 
on;;how do Chriſtians honour or diſho- 
nour their calling? 
_:Sundry' wates ;. but theſe are the 
Principal. FE 

:1. They honour it by growing up 
to an holy; dexterity and skilfulneſs 


Ini the trade of Chriſtianity ; when 


they ſo receiue the word, as. they en- 
<creaſe in knowledge and holineſs, la- 
ÞSour-\till more and more to abound 
and excell in ſpiritual underſtanding 

maturity of judgement, power and = 
bility to ſubdue evil and do. good. 
*Contrariwiſe,- they diſgrace Chriſtia- 
nity by non-proficiency , when. after 
much 
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much teaching they continue filly pu- 
nies, babiſh-,” ignorant, ſticking and 
ſtumbling inthe very grounds and ea- 
ſieſt points of religion, ever learning, 
and never attaining to any ſolid, di- 
ſtint, orderly knowledge of Diuinity. 

2. They honour it by ſtedfaſt perſiſt- 
ing in the holy- doctrine they have re- 
ceived againſt all contrary blaſts of 
vain mouths , when they are ſo rooted 
and grounded-in the truth, that they are 
able to ſtand firme and unmoveable 
againſt the enticing words of corrupt 
Teachers, yea to trie their ſpirits, diſ- 
cover and avoid them. On -the con- 
trary, they diſhonour it-by being reeds 
and weathercocks in religion ,, when 
they hearken unto, and ſuffer them- 
{elves to be ſeduced by the ſubtilties of - 
impoſtors, and glorious ſhews of couns 
terfeit Angels of light , vomit up a-. 
gain the wholeſom doctrine they have 
taken down, and drink in the lying 
words of deceitful workmen. 

3. They honour it by an uaſpotted 
converſation; when like Zachary and 
Elizabeth, T hey walkin all the commanad- 

ments 
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ments of the Lord, blameleſs , and are 
(as the Philippians are exhorted to be) 
unblameabla, ſincere , harmleſs, without. 
rebuke, ſhining as lights in the world,that 
is, ſo frame their lives, asthey cannot 
juſtly be accuſed of any open and groſs || ; 
ſin after. their calling.., They diſho- || , 
nour it; by. falling into reproachful || 
and ſcandaious evils, ( 
4. They honour it by abounding in ill | 
fruits of righteouſnefs, when they la- || } 
bour to be full of good works, holy, Þl 
0 
b 
W 


, Juſt, profitable aTtions, ever to be ſpea- 
king and. deing that which 1s agreea- 
ble to the word of grace,,and may ho- 
nour God,; edefte the inward, or help Ng; 
the outward, man in themſelyes or o- ſq 
thers, ever to be exerciſed in one good ax 
work or other; in a word, when they 
endeayour, ſeriouſly, that their practiſe 
may anſwer their teaching and profeſ- 
ſion. They diſhonour it -by barrenneſs, 
fruitleſneſs, careleſs neglect. of good 
works, when they place religion only I, 
or principally. jn knowing or talking, 
profeſs piety , but expreſs it not in 
their prectiie , or do not conſtantly... 
ſhew 
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ſhew forth mercy and equity in all their L 
ations, fo that the very wicked cars _ 
2out, | tax them for the want of theſe things. | 
hat 5- They honour it'by bridling and 
not || moderating affections, manifeſting 
roſs || Chriſtian meekneſs ( when occaſi- 
ho- | ons of being provoked are offered) 
ntul NU equanimity , confidence and joy in . 
God, when. he takes away good things; 
; 1 N or brings evil upon them. They dif- 
la- Þ honour it, by ſuffering paſſions, now 
oly, I ftirred by fome adverſe. and ingrateſul 
pea- NU occurrences,to overflow the banks,and 
cea- EF break out into unſeemly cxcefs, 
 ho- when they can keep no mean or mea- 
nelp Ffure in their anger, are fearful above 
r 0- Fmeaſure, altogether heartleſs at the 
00d approaching of danger, grieve immo- 
they Nderately for loffes and-croiſes. For 
Ctile Eworldlings, ſeeing the children of God 
ofel- No im potent, irfipatient,, timorous, de- - 
nels, Fefted, think within themſelves, ſurely 
2000 filhere is {uct»joy in theſe mens reli- 
ion, no fuck power in faith as Preacht- 
rs would perſwade us... 
6. They honour it by union ated har- 
ew (0m of hearts and tongues , = 


_; 
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they {weetly conſpire and are knit to: 
ether in judgement and affeQion, as 
the boards and curtains of the SanAua- 
ry by rings and tenons, minding. ipeak- 
ing the ſame thing,walking by the ſame 
rule. They blemiſh it by mutual jars, 
vvars, diſſentions,eſpecially in matters 
of Relipion. | 

7. Laſtly, they honour it by con- 
ftancy in religion, vvhen they are called 
to {uffer great things for it: holding on 
in the way of life, when ſhowres of per- 
ſecution falling, threaten to drown 
them - willing and chearful forgoing 
the dearcſt things ſor the Goſpel. They 
diſhonour it by ſpiritual cowardife 


and apoftaſic, ftarting back from the We: 


truth becauſe of the Crols, ſhrinking 
away from thelove, profeſſion, pratice 
of godlineſs, Icft they ſhould be trou- 
bled and perſecuted. This makes men 
think Religion is worth nothing, for 
which they that know and have profel- 
ſed it, will loſe nothing: this makes 
menſay, theſe love the world and the 
things of the world, as well as others, 
for they will yield to any thing, _ Y 
than 


than part with living, liberty, life, 
This inftruion thus confirmed and 
2- flopened, ferveth firſ# to reprove many 
k- f{that deſire to be counted and called 
ne [Chriſtians , but anſwer not their ſtile, 
rs, [5ome, notwithſtanding all our preach- 
ers ling, are unexpert in the word of righ- 
teouſneſs, in the art of godlinelſs, 

on- grow not in knowledge, but ſtand at a 
led Ffay like dwarfes, and dwel perpetual-. 
on iy Upon that 4. b. c. of Religion; which 
they learned long ago. Some of good 
ge and long ſanding, have begun to 
totter and turn after ſeducing ſpirits, 
hich promife to open unto them a 
new way, that they may find reft and 
peace to their ſouls, wherein they may 
alk without a Conſcience. Some, for 
fear of worldly troubles,let good cau- 
cs fall to the ground. But above all 
tthers this point thunders apainft . 
hoſe, who by their difordered lives, 
Ying ſhame not only upon themſelves, 
but upon Chriſtianity in general. Its to 
effbe lamented, that ſome by idleneſs 
their callings, pride, unthriftineſs, 
undutifulneſs ro Governours, unfaith- 
> 
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1 Pet. 2. 
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ſulneſs in dealings , ſlipperineſs in 
promiſes, rigor in ſtanding upon and 
proſecuting their own right to the ut- 
moſt, diſcords and fuch like proſs £* 
faults, appearing in their lives, give the [* 
wicked occaſion of condemning our y 
whole brotherhood, and make Religion 
aſhamed that ever ſhe knew them,yea 
bluſh and hide her face, if they do but 
jook at her, or challenge any acquain- 
tance with her. And do we ſerve our 
Religion thus, (Beloved) in which we 
hope to be ſaved? Do we look ſhe 
ſhould comfort us, plead for us,lead vs 
to heavenly glory, and yet we deal 
with her, as Fz#das did with Fe ſw, that 
is, daily deliver her up to be mocked, 
ſcourged , crucified, pierced by the 
{pears and arrows of ungodly mens 
venomous tongues? Do we not 
fear, leſt if we continue to be a ſhame 
to our fathers houſe, expoſing it to in- 
famy and obloquie in the world, we 
be caft out at length as baſtards and 
bond flaves, teſt if we be a ſhame to theF”" 
Goſpel, the Author of the Goſpel beſſ 
aſhamed of vs in that great day. ch 
Secondly, 


by. all mans. Dots, G&_ 
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and || Secondly,all that call upon the Nam 
ut. of Chrift,and are called aher das "_ 
-ofs (uſt hence be {purred and ſtirred up to 
the (anſwer their calling, eſpecially by an 
our fitoly and unblameable life. Brethren, 
Sion let us ſtudy every man in hisplace to 
yea fe an ornament aud credit to Religion. 
but ({Whatloever things tend to the honou- 
12in- ("8 of our holy profeſſion, let us think. 
_ I. and ds them, embrace and fol- 
h we ſows after them : whatſoever things we 
- ſhe ($00, Or juſtly ſuſpe& will diſparage 
ad vs nd bring an aſperſion upon our cal- 
' Geatfi"g, avoid, abhor them, Away with 
, that he works of darkneſs, let them not 
cked, eſcen among us, they are moſt un- 
y the emly , unſeaſonable in Chriſtians. 
mens I" hat 2 ſhame is it that thoſe who are 

not illed to ſo great and glorious things, 
tameſſould live like the baſe ſcullions of the 
ro in- Devil ? ought we not to walk in the 
id, welf® of our God, becauſe of the reproach 
1s and|f 07 enemies ? that we may give 10 0Cca- 
totheſf"'o the adverſary to ſpeak, reproach- 
gel be ly? Ler us, oh let us ftrive to be 
ch manner of perſons for holy con- 
-ondly,F-{ation and godlinefs, that our very 
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lives may proclaim to all men, that 
our hearts, hopes,countrey, portion 7 
UE, notin'this' world, that in our 
words and* works wicked Men may 
imell the frapranſie, and behold the 
majcfty and glory of Religion to thei 
aftoniſhment; and be compelled to fay, 
theſeare kindly Chriſtians indegd,wor 
thy : the Name they bear,the ſeed whd 


v0u (for I would gladly firike this na 
\ little further) 1. That profeſſion ſep; 
rated from ſutable praRtice, is a gre 
Znemy of Chriſts Kingdom, Unreforn 
ed Proteſtants muſt be content to | 
ranked among advertaries, as well 
Furks and Pagans, and its 'bard 
re!! which 1s moft dangerous. For 
theſe fight only from without the Ci 
2x God, end who can look for any I 
:er from them, who profels hatred; 
"nity : :oainſt the Church ? Thoſe 

+#n5 within the bounds and bowels 
rhe Church, put weapons into { 
hand both of forrain and domelil 
foes, lecretly encourage, ſtrengtil 
«£m them againft Religion, waile : 
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by all means. 
ſeem to be Friends. 2. Neither ſhould 
external enemies have any power to 
hurt the Church, if the ſins of thoſe 
that are in the Church, did not pro- 
voke the Lord to become her Enemy, 
to puli down her wall, and give her in- 
to the hands of the uncircumciſed. 
3. The bad lives ofChriſtians are a great 
hindrance of the Churches increaſe. 
Forwhen the Men of theworld ſee them 
as earthly midded,as covetous, as con- 
tentious, and {ina worG ) in many 
things as blame- worthy as themſelves, 
they applaud and ſettle themlelves 
with more confidence on the dregs or 
dunghil - of their own curſed condi- 
tion,as giving ſufficient hope of falva- 
tion, they think our doArine, touching 
the neceſſity of holineſs and univerſal 
obedience in them that ſhall be ſaved, 
to be vanity and falſhood , they re- 
ſolve they need no more repentance 
than they have / which indeed is none 
at all) and ſo come not to Chriſt that they 
»3ght have life:nyhereas a good life is a 
sood oratour, per{wading and calling 
others ta goodneſs , wooing and win- 
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ning the minds 'even of rude aliens to 
an approbation of it, and ſo prepa- 
ring them to be further wrought upon 
by the word: of grace. Whence the 
Apoſtle Peter'exhorteth Wives to ſub- 
jection from this reafon, that ſuch Fus- 
bands as obey not the word, may be won 
by the converſation of the Wives. Were 
we {uch Chriftians as we ought to be 
{faith an Ancient J{uch as bleſſed Paul, 
there would benno Gentiles (-no' 'pro- 
phane men) leit among us.' We might 
draw many worlds to the faith. 

2. A bad life in Chriftians ' makes 
way for corruption in judgement, re- 
aeuncing of Chrift, and the'height of 
wickedneſs. +For 1.God being provo- 
ked by mens impounding or impriſo- 
ning his truth in unrighteouſneſs, and 
partial walking in his Commande- 
ments, in judgement gives them over 
co deluſions, leaves them to fall into er- 
rors and damnable opinions. 2. When 
inen are not what they profeſs and 
know they ought to' be, it cannot 
be but they feel themfelves often 
fituns, lathed; Fueged by the word of 
God 
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_ -byall means. DoR.s. 
God and their own Conſciences. 
Wherefore to.be rid of this trouble 
and torment , and gc:t liberty from 
Gods yoke ( the ftritnefs whereof 
they cannot endure) Firſt, they begin 
to deſire (and then labour to perſwade 
themſclves) that ſome things which 
they have learned may be falſe, or at 
leaſt doubtful, not very certain, they 
invent(or fetch from rhe Devils forge) 
colours, excuſed defences of that they 
mean not to amend, wicked: and A= 
theiftical concluſions encouraging ta 
continue in their courſe, till at length 
the ſpirit being wearied and departing, 
to open prophaneneſls, 
grow extremely impudent and obdu- 
rate in: fin, and To their latter end be 
worte than their beginning.  Wouldft 
thou have me ſpeak more plainly ? 
Art thou a Chriftian in name, but li- 

veſt not like a Chriftian ? Take heed, 

thou art in danger to be given over to 

hereſte,to believe DoRrines of Devils, 

or wholly to forfake the way of righte- 

oulneſs, to return to thy vomit and 

wallowing in the mire, to become” a 
finking 


DoRt.8. Honour we our calling | 
ftinkins ſnuff or vapour in the noſtrils 
of all men, yea ſeven-fold more the 
child of hell than when thou didft firſt 
begin to profeſs Ghrift. | 

3- As God expeas more duty from 
his own than others, ſo their unholy 
lives diſagreeing from their holy cal- 
ling, kindle his anger, more than the 
fins of others. He will be ſanttified in 
them: that draw near bim. You only have 

T known of all the families of the earth, 
therefore I will viſit you for all your int- 
quities, Hecakes it moſt unkindly. to 
be diſhonoured by his own people, 
He will wink at the wickedneſs of 
Rtrangers ,' when thoſe of his family 
ſhall be lure to fmart for their difobe- 
dience, and worthily, For ( as one 
faith ) if Gentiles live filthily, its nat 
a things tobe wondred at, nor worthy 
of 1o deep cenſure : but for Chriſtians, 
who enjoy lo many glorious favours of 
Gad, to live wickedl y,is a thing intole- 
rable. 

4. Coritians, not Miniſters only, 
fhould be lights or candles ſhining and 

{hewing co others the way to lalyation. 


If 
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If then by the dark and foggy cloud 

of carnal converſation, we lead them 
into the pit, how ſhall we anſwer 
our Judge? Dread we not that ſen- 
tence,Curſed is he that canſeth the blind 
ro err in the way? Indeed the wickcd 
who take occaſion from our unworthy 
walking to ſpeak evil of the way of 
God, or to wander in the way of death, 

ſhall periſh in their iniquity ; but we 
who give the occaſion ſhall not eſcape. 

Truly, when 1 hear a man thus taxed, 

Oh ſuch an one is one of theſe forward 
tellows,who love Scripture,Prayer,Ex- 
erciles,and yet he will ſwagger inſome 


company as well as others, or, he hath 


io deceived me, that I will take heed 
how henceforth 1 truſt or entertain 
under my roof any of that feather, I 
cannot but ſay within my telf, 7: were 
better a milſlone were hanged about bis 
neck and be caſt into the depth of the Sea, 
than he ſhould by ſuch un-Goſpel- like 
carriage; and diſcoloured manners,lay 
ſuch a ſtumbling block in the world. 

5- Think with your ſelves, what 
comfort can any man haye in that 
lice 


DoA.3. Honour we our calling 
life which fighteth with his profeſſion» 
in that profeſſion which is controlled 
by his lite, to which his life daily gives 
the lie, which will certainly be an in- 
ditement and witneſs againſt him in 
the great day ? If it be a ſhame for one 
pretending himſelf a Grammarian, 
to fpeak incongruouſly, a Muſiti- 
an to play orfing unskilfully,hawgreat 
a ſhame is it in the fight of God and his 
holy Angels, for one to profeſs and 
makeſhew of Chriſtianity, and yet ſo 
groſly to fail in obſerving and obey- 
ing the rules of it, that his ' own works 
condemn him in the gate? What a 
ſhame is it laſtly, that thoſe who by 
their lives ought to condemn the 
unclean world ( as Noah did by his 
obedience, and all ought, whohope to 
be aſſeſſors or bencherswithChriſt in judg- 
ing the worl:i){hould give the worldjuſt 
cauſe to condemn their lives ? I would 
gladly take off mine hand and make an 
end, but the point holdeth me, as if it 
were loth to leaye yov, till you were 
perlwaded.I befeech you /er your hearts 
20 all theſe words which. T teſtifie unto your 
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this aay'y and let them fink. down 1n- 
70 your ears, yea into your iov's. Ler 

our \converſation be ſuch as becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt,walk worthy of God 
who hath called youto his Kingdom and 
glory, that you may by a real demon- 
ſtration of the power of Religion, ſtop 
the mouths of fooliſh and ignorant 
men,who would be barking againftRe- 
_ by praiſe and expreſſions of 
holineſs, muzzle or make aſhamed the 
landerous brood of Antichriſt , who 
charge us to deny or contemn inherent , 
holineſs. Solomon faid once.Goe to the 
Piſmire ;, 1o fay 1, Go the little Bees, 
conſider their ways and be aſhamed of 
irregular lives , of ill compoſed man- 
ners, when you ſee their little cels or 
hony-combs 1ſo artificially and accurat- 
ly framed.Conſfider &remember often, 
that your Chriſtian calling calls for & 
requires great circumipettion& watch- 


_ fulnefs, great purity and uprightnels. 


See you not how careful ſome Men are 
when they walk or ride in a fair new 
ſuit,to keep it from ſpotting ? So muſt 
you your heavenly, vocation, _ 

O 


7 Dott.g, Ourwalk->g worthy of 


do nothing but. that which beſcems 


your calling, and you ſhall ngt. eaſily. 


offend in word or work. What ſhall I 
lay? no more but this, let's either be 
{uch indeed as our names import and 
report to others, or elfe caſt away the 
names and call our feſves from the ma- 
ters we ſerve; and the Lord grant that 
whoſoever heareth or readeth may be 
perfwaded (or this dotrive may put a 
ſting into his conſcience, never giving 
him reſt, till he reſolve ) to lead the 
life ofa Chriſtian. And ſol paſs on to 

The third inftruftion, A Chriftians 
ow a worthy of bis calling, 15 from 
God. | 

All ability in believers to grace and 
adorn their profeſſion, is Gods gift. 
Therefore doth the Apoſtle beg this 
Srace at the hands of God for the Theſ- 


fſalonians. And there is good reaſon 


tor it. 

Firſt, no man is of h:wſelf ſafficient 
to think,, much leſs to accompliſh that 
which is goed. This, that great Apoſtle, 
who was taken up intothe third heaven, 
confeſſeth and confirmeth in himſelf; 
| there- 


therefore all the ſufficiency of thefaith- 
ſul muſt needs be from tiat Father of 
lights, from whom deſcendeth every good 
and perfe& gift. CE 

Secondly, God pives the firſt grace, 
whereby they begin both 70 deny ungod- 
lineſs, to renounce all that ſpiritual 
uncleanneſs of ſin, which 1s contrary 
to their calling, and to do thole good 
works, to which they are called , to 
bring forth new fruits of holinels and 
righteouſneſs, agreeable to their new 
calling. 

Thixdly, he continues and confirms 
this grace or gracious work by a ſub- 
ſequent. #pholds them in their integrity, 
Fabliſheth their hearts in holineſs, gives 
wiſdom to eſpie and ſhun the 1nares 
of the tempter, Delzvers from every evil 
work ( and conlequently preſerves 
from ſhameful fals diigracins their ca!- 
ling) waters them as a gaiden, that 
they may be fruitſul in good works, 
which are a comely ornament to their 
profeſſion. 

Laftly,he limiteth or reſtraineth their 
adyerfaries, ſpiritual, corporal, _ 
ther 
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ther ſolliciting to defeion from the 
faith, or tempting to ſin in conver- 
ation (ſuffers them not to aſſault his 


children, when, where. with what wea-. 


pons, with what force and fury they 
would) or elfe miniftreth ſtrength to 
withſtand and overcome them. Now 
he that curbs or puts to flight the ene- 
mics which would draw us to diſho- 
nourable ats, muſt needs be the cauſe 
of our honourable ftanding in the day 
of battel, and conſequently of our 
winning credit to our calling. 
Firſtthen, haſt thou eſcaped many 
dangerous pit-falls, and quick-lands 
in which others have been over- 
thrown, many foul fins of youth, 
of age, which have foiled others, and 
. defiled both them and their profeſſion, 
Haſt thou as a brave Souldier of Jeſus 
Chrift,warded or repelled thoſe blows 
of temptation, which have brought 0- 
thers on their on knees, or driven them 
from their ſtation? HaRt thou purcha- 
{cd the name and repute of a worthy 
Chriſtian, by a godly, harmleſs, meek; 
{ober, peaceable converſation, gained 
| honovr 
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the general calling of Chriſtianity , 
and {ſo ſent abroad the ſmell of the 
ointment of-thy graces, that others 
have been thereby induced to ſpeak | 
honourably *'of Religion for thy 
fake?  Be,. not proud of it;, its 
Gods work in thee, aſcribe the glo- 
ry of it wholly .to him who. keeps 
back his children. from. evil, and. con- 
firms them... 1m good, . without whom 
we bave no ſtedfaſtnels, .no power to 
live well, or hold out.in good cour- 
ſes, but ſhould certainly after we 
have  begni tn the ſpirit ,. end im the 
feſh. Its truly faid of:an Enemy, the 
leaſt temptation, if God. forfake us, 
and ſuffer the Devil to work as . pow- 
erfiglly as he can, will | be intolerable, 
invincible. | 


Secondly, Doft thou deſire to honour Uſe 2. 


thy Chriſtian calling by walking as be- . 
ſcems the Goſpel ? Do for thy ſelf; 
what Paul! did for his Theſſalonians ; 
{ſend every day poſt ro the Court of 
heaven , -none other but thine own 
heart, on the winged horle of, Prayer. 

= > ol Spread 


our calling is from God, Dodt.g, 
- honour not only _-to thy. ſelf, but to 4 


3, Dots. Our walking worthy of © 
Spread thy petition, as Hezek. his letter, 
before the Lord; fſay unto him, Lord, 
as thou-haſt made me partaker, make 
me alſo worthy of the heavenly calling, 
give grace that whiles I live,] may ſhew 
ſuch - behaviour ,-as is fitting the ho- 
nourable condition to which thou haft 
brought me.:Let me die, rather than I 
ſhould admit or commit any thing 
which might impair the reputation of 
Religion,and cauſe Chriftianity:to find 
worſe entertainment in the world: 
Guide me therefore by thy counſel,till thou 

receive me to glory, hold me by thy right 
hand, ftrengthen mewith thine own might, 
turn from me ſhame and contempt ,order 
my ſteps inthy word, and let no iniquity 
have dominion ever thy ſervant, keep my 
ſpirit ever waking ana watchful agginſ 
for » ftabliſh my heart in thy fear , m) 
cet in the way of thy precepts,enable me ti 
Continue holy and faitbful anto death,an 
e*fead-me inthe wayeverlaſting to the lanll- 
of righteouſneſs. This is the way to ob- 
tain this excellent grace, and he that 
perleveres earneſtly begging it, adding 
thereunto holy. endeayours,making thi 
| | matter 
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matter of his prayer, the matter of 
bis praQifc,ſhall be preferved from op- 
probrious evils. | - 
The ſecand petition of Paul follow- 
cth, wherein ſuch things are begped as 
mainly and neceſſarily conduce ro the 


honouring of a Chriftians calling, eſpe- 


. cially by, undaunted conftancy and'per- 


ſeverance in the time of tribulation. 
Themeans are two; 1.General.2Special. 
The. general is, fulfilling all the 
good pleaſure of his goodneſs. By - 
g00d pleaſure, I underftand Gods de- 
cree and promiſe of beſftowing on his 
children all ſpiritual, bleffings needful 
for the attainment of eternal glory, or 


| his Joye- and favour now-begun to be 


cxecuted and manifeſted to the Theſ- 
ſalonians, by effes and real gifts ac- 
companying: ſalvation ; this. is ampli-. 
fied by. the capſe. What is the root, 
fountain, and foundation, of this good 
pleaſure ? the goodneſs of God, that 
15, the kind and..gracious nature of 
God, whereby. he is. ready to deal 
bountifully with his creature. The 
meaning then is,we pray, thatthe Lord 

G2 would 
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-  DoR.10. Allgood in Man « from 
would a2compliſh and finiſh all thoſ®e 
good things, he hath intended to work 
in you and for you, that he would give 
the fulneſs and perfeRion of all thoſe 
graces, wherewith of his meer grace 
and goodneſs he hath purpoſed, pro- 
mifed and already begun to enrich you. 
The words may admit two other rea- 
dings and interpretations,for they may 
be turned[all thewell-plealing of good- 
neſs 7 that is, all that goodneſs and 
holinefs which is acceptable and well- 
pleaſing to God. And again [All the 
deſire of goodneſs ] that is, all the 
good and podly defires of your hearts. 
But this latter ſenſe is barren and not 
ſo ſuitable to'the Apoſtles words and 
{cope,& the ſormer is included in that 
which we gave in the firſt place, which 
I judge to be fulleſt, moſt proper, and 
tlierefore moſt worthy to be preferred 
2ad followed. - 


The inftruRtions to be drawn out of 


' this clauſeare three. 

' ... Firft, That all good in man is from the 
"þ meer gbodneſs of G od. 

-, --* Whatſocver: grace God willeth + 
TE je 


and worketh inhis children, it flows | 
only from his free grace. God(faith the 
Apoſtle.) God worketh i: u4 both to will 
and to do,of his good pleaſure. You ſhall 
find the Scripture exemplifying this 
point in particulars,aſcribing all the ſa- 
ving benefits of God beſtowed on his 
people, to his grace and good will, ele- 
ion or predeftination to life, redemp- 
tion, remiſſion of fins, juſtification, ac- 
ceptation, vocation, revelation of the 
myſtery of the Goſpel, and piving of 
knowledge' and wiſdom , ſpiritual 
vivification , and conſequently fanRi- 
fication , regeneration., comfort 
and hope afcer their calling, ability 
for the faithful diſchargz of the duties 
of their callings , deliverance ſrom e- 
vil, confirmation and perfevetance , 
glorification. Reaſon proveth * the - 
lame. | 


Firſt, its a ſure principte&in Divinity, Reaſon 1. 


the moſt free will of God ( which is all 
one with his goodneſs ) is the firſt and 
{upreme caule of all things. If God be 
not every way the firſt cauſe, he hath 
either an equal, or a ſuperior,and con- 

G 3 Tequently 


Gods meer goodneſs. DoR.1o. T 
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Reaſon, 


Doft.10; All good in man is from 
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ſequently is not God. Nothing there- 


fore doth induce and move him 


to do good to his creature, but his 
own goodneſs. If fomething with- 
out him ſhould move his will , that 
thing muſt needs be in nature before 
him, -and more worthy than he , he 
muſt depend upon it, and ſuffer from 
it, but theſe things cannot agree to the 
nature of the firſt cauſe. Wherefore e1- 
ther we muſt confeſs there is no grace 
and holinefs. in man which {pringeth 
not from the ſale goodneſs of God, 
or clie deny a moſt certain Canon of 
Religion, and ſpoil God of his nature, 
and prerogative royal. 

_ Secondly, man cannot by any delert 
provoke God tobe good and bounti- 
ful to him. For 1. while he is unrege- 
acrate, there is no goodneſs in him, 


nothing truly good can come from . 


him : he is'dead in fins, wholly  cor- 
rupt and abominable; his reaſon is 
blind , his heart rebellious, his wit- 
dom enmity to God. 2. The good gitts 
which are in man juſtified and renewed, 
and the exerciſe oi xhem, cannot (4 
WE 


Gods meer goodneſs. Doft.to. 87 
we will ſpeak properly) be an impul- 
ſive provoking cauſe of Gods augmen- 
ting theſe gifts. Becauſe 1. God pur- 
poſcd in his eternal Councel before 
the world, to beftow or work that in- 
creaſe, and therefore it being an cife& 


of Gods will, cannot be a caule of the 
: lame. 2. Nothing temporary in man, 
1 Þ| can be acauſe of that which is eternal 
= | in God: therefore God was not moved 
" Þ by any thing fore-l{cen in time, to de- 
C | cree this incre#ſe. If nothing beſides 
n | his own goodneſs, moved him to de- 
> | cree to. work it, nothing elle moves 
ft F him atually to work it,cliethe decree 
© | and the execution of it donot agree. 

: Thirdly, God is not bound to man, Reaſor:z; 
1. ÞÞ owes him nothing, being an abſolute 
t- U Monarch, who hath moſt full and free 
>© | power to do with' his own what he 
W. liſt. If he give, his bounty is thereby 


manifeſted ; if he withhold, he wrong- 


or" I ethnone. Now if we cannot poſſibly 
5 E by any means make God our debtor, 
Ul YI it followeth, that whatfocver good we 
1 have or receive, it proceeds from his 
(it only kindneſs. 


Tie 1- 


83 DoR.10. All good in man 15 from 


Firſt then here are confuted , firſt 
ſome falſe DoArines of the Papiſts ; 
As 1. That a finner not reconciled 
to God , may by preparatory works 
of repentance, deſerve in ſome 
tort juſtification , which they call the 
merit of congruity. I am not ig- 
norant how one of the Maſter-daw- 
bers of Myftical Babyloz goes about 
to falve this point by a favourable 
interpretation 5 but if there were no 
ſnake in this grals, 7 marvel why 
{ome of great name ard note a- 
mons them ( who doubtleſs under- 
ſtood well enough the tenets yf 
their own times) vviſhed the abo- 
{;iſhing and abandoning of it. 2. 
That Man is able by a power na- 
turally inherent in his will, if it be 
but helped and vvakened by grace, 
to believe and convert. Indeed they 
difavovy this Opinion ( as whore- 
maſters are ſometimes aſhamed of 
their baſtards, but: they muft be con- 
cent, will they nill they,to father it. For 
the vvritings of the Jeſuits ( who in 
tis point are hotly oppoſed by their 
QWNn 


the mecr goodneſs of Goa. ,DoQ.10. 
own pue-ſellows the Dominica) 
witneſs that beſides the outward 
means, they acknowledge nothing ne- 
ceſſary to converſion, but inſpiration, 
ilumipation, excitation, they require 
not any ſuper-natural habit or princi- 
ple infuſed into the will by which it 
may be difpofed aud elevated to pro- 
duce the a of faith : they make cffe-" 
ual grace to be nothiag elſe, but 
Gods perſwading and calling Men in 
ſucha time, place, manner, as he fore- 
{ces moſt agreeable to their dilpofition, 
infpiring fuch motions, as he ſeeth by 
their free-will they will embrace : yea, 
lome of them ingenuouſly confels , 
that the firſt radical cauſe of the effica- 
cy of grace is the co-operation of mans 
will. 3. That menmay merit (yea o-_ 
thers for them) increaſe of grace,per- 
teverance and reftauration by repen- 
tance, when they have fallen. How 
theſe Romiſh Opinions are repugnant 
to the doctrine in hand, grounded upon 
the plain words of the Apoftle, he is 
blind that ſeeth not. Secondly, the 
doerine of the Arminians. who main- 
tain 
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tain that "the ground and cayſe of 
Gods eleftionzis foreſight of faith, and 
perſeverance in perſons to be eleted, 
that God ſends the means of falvati- 
on, and offers his grace to this or that 
people, becauſe he did ſee and know 
they would with. humble readineſs 
embrace and rightly uſe that grace and 
come when he call ed. 1. Theſe are right 
builders of Babel: Is not this moſt hor- 
rible& moſt wicked coufulion,to thruſt 
the firſt cauſe our of his rank , and leat 
t*elecond in his room ? to lubjeRthe 
Creator (or make him inferiour) to his 
creature?to fetch the firſt rife or ſpring 
of mans falvation from man ? It is no 
leſs abſurd and blaſphemous ( for 
ought | can ſee) to ſay, Gods will had 
or needed an external moving caule in 
ordaining things, than to ſay his power 
had or necded an outward help in 
creating things. The Papifts ſhall riſe 
up in judgement and condemn them, 
fume of whom do affirm roundly 
( and confirm as ſoundly ) that therc 
15 no caufe in us of Gods predeſtinati- 
oO , that election is altogether free, 
without 


without previſion of good works. 
2. What faith could God fore-fee in 
man not half, but wholly dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins? what power of wil- 
ling their own converſion in Men of 
ftony hearts, altogether impotent to 
ſpiritual good, mancipated to Sztan ? 
2.Laftly, where they lay,God beſtows 
means of ſalvation upon {ome rather 
than others, becaule he ſeeth they will 
profit better by them, a pur-blind- Pa- 
piſt will tell them its manifeſtly falle, 
Forif that were the reaſon, then the 
Lord ſhould always fend his Goſpel 
and Miniſters to thoſe that are moſt to- 
wardly and capable, deny them to 
thoſe who. are moſt hard-hearted and 
rebcljious: but we ſee in Scripture and 
experience, he often 1cnds them to 
thoſe that are worſe than others, as to 
Iſrael a gain-{ayins people,a people of 
tiff and Rteely necks, adamantine 
hearts, brazen forc-heads, more ftub- 
born and inflexible than the Gentiles, 

than the Tirians and Sidonians. 
Secondly, This muſt teach us humi- 
lity. We have no caulc to be lifted up 
in 


the meer goodreſs of God. DoQt.10. 


Ezek. 23 
6 '7o 
Matt.11. 
F. 

Vie jo 


DoR.1o. All good in man #« from 
in pride for any good thing we have 
or can do. For its neither from our 


ſelves, nor procured and purehaſed 


from God by anv worthineſs or work 
of ours. Nothing 1s our own but evil, 
tet us take nothing to our {ſelves but 
ſhame and contuſion. Haſt thou ho- 
nour, riches, children, bodily ſtrength 
and aQivity, friends, piits of nature, 
graces of the ſpirit ? ſay with Facob, 
thefe are tie riches, the children, the 
gilts which God hath graciouſly given 
me. If thou feeleſt at any time fuch 
thoughts as theſe ariſing in thy heart ; 
Becauſe of my fincerity,, obedience, 
hearty and conſtant praying, I have 
better children, better ſuccefs in the 
world than others, I am preſerved and 
delivered our of dangers wherein 0- 
thers periſh,judge them to he the iſſue 
of Satan,that father of pride, who per- 
{waded our firſt parents, and ſill would 
all his poſterity, to affeRate the Divi- 
nity; and tacrefore ſerve theſe cocka- 
trice eggs, as they deterve , trample 
upon them, cruſh them, eaſt themin 
the Devils tace,& know that our obe- 
cence 


« 


ave f[dience is not a cauſe of Gods! kindneſs 
our and benignity , but a way or. path lea- 
ſed ding to the tafte and feeling of it (God 
ork [who is faithful having promited that 
vil, whoſoever walk in that way ſhall find 
but him gracious and bountiful.) or a con- 
ho- Edition pre-required in thoſe that ſhall 
pth Ntafte the fruits of his goodnets, which 
ure, condition (not man by his own power 
cob, Epertormeth, but) the grace of God 
the Eworketh and produceth. | 


_ the mee? goodneſs of God. Do&.10. 
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ivenſy Thirdly, This ſhould ſtir us up to Uſe 3. 


fuchEmagnific and extol this gooduecſs of 
art ; God, which giverh us all good things, 
nce, ſinot onely abundantly ,but freely. If all 
haveſſſthe rivelets of bleſſings, wherewith we 
| the 
| and 
n 0- 
ifſucYimitate the Marigold, vvhich concnu- 
per-ſally turneth it felt ro the Sun, from 
ould whom it receiveth juyce. lt wer have 
Divi-Yreceived great kindneſs from one, at 
2cka-f whoſe hands vve could never have ex- 
mpleſ peed or deferved any tuch thing.now 
eminflare vve affected with it?vie cannot ea- 
obe-fſfily make an end of commending him, 
LLEnCE NOT 


mercy , its meet they {ould reflow 


are watered, flow from the Sea of his 


thither by thankſgiving. We ſhould 


04 
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nor ſatisfie our ſelves in thanking hini, 
Oh(fay we ſuch 's man is a mirrour of 
g90d nature. When I was a meer 
ſtranger to him; had none to mediate 
for me, could -give him nothing, nor 
any way plcafure him, of his own ac: 
cord, cut of his own free diſpolition,ſſ © 
he thus and thus befriended me - Oh a 
how am I bound tro him, I ſhall neverſ] a 
forget it while I live. How much mor] g£ 
(brethren) ſhould the praiſes of th tl 
goodneſs of our God be ever 1n ou 
hearts, in our mouths, who loved uy 
when we-were cnemies,fought us whe! 


we ſtrayed like loſt ſheep , found uf ct 
when we ſought him not, called uy fr 
when we reſiſted him, remembreth » fir 
when we forget him, keepeth. promilg ne 
with us moſt faithſully,when we are uf} pr 
faithfal ro him, ſollowetlt and Jade] di: 
24 with hi benefits, when we have for £0 
feited all by unthankfulneſs, undutifulj or 
nefs? how ſhould we awaken our deaf} Tl 
hearts to a&mire and glorific this i 
free mercy of the Lord, and ſay, fo ſh: 


thine own ſube,and according tothine ol 


heart (Q ———_ thou ſhewed me v 
worth 


thy mercies, all this grace and truth : 

bleſſed be thou for ever and ever,and bleſ- 
ſed be thy glorious name which is exalt- 
ed above all bleſſing and praiſe. 

Let this ſuffice to have been ſpoken 
of the firſt leflon:Now ſecondly, vvhen- 
as the Apoſtle prays in this manner for 
a people excelling many in grace and 
Soodneſs,in the next place we tet down 
this concluſion. 

Fulneſs of grace 18 not given at once , 

but by degrees. 2» 

God is able enough to repleniſh his 
children with all holineſs, and lift them 
from the hell of miſcry , wherein he 
finds them, toa ſtate of perfe& happi- 
neſs ina moment : yet he pleacth to 
proceed ftep by ſtep in opening and 
diſplaying to them the treaſures of his 
goodneſs, and not in an inftant to.-powre 
out upon them all his ſpiritual riches. 
Therefore Salome compares a jusF 
mans path to the ſhining light that 
ſhines more and more unto the perfet# day. 
Hence are theleExhortations,as ye have 


pleaſe 


2s the wety goodneſs of God, Do. 10, 
worthy wretch, leſs than the leaſt of all 
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Neh.g 5 


DoEZ; $65 


Pro.,4.12: 


received of us, how ye ought to walk and 1Theſ.4.! 


Reaſon1. 


' ry may be over-whelmed.: ſo: the Lord 


Reaſon2. 
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Do. 11. Fulneſs of grace not given 


pleaſeGod,ſo abound more and more,grow || | 
7n grace, put on the new wan,cleanſe your || ( 
ſelves from all filthineſs of fieſh and ſpirit, || | 
and theſe promiſes, the righteous ſhall Þ t 
grow like a Cedar in Lebanon, ye ſhall | t 
grow up as the calves of the ſtall, and the || 1! 
like. For, l 


Firſt, the Lord ſtoopeth to ourinfir- | 11 
mity. Weare dull in conceiving, ſlow i P: 
of heart to belicue, like infants,or nar-  t1 
row-mouthed veſſels, which receive li- | 4< 
quorbut by drops. As therefore the i<: 
loving nurſe or mother in feeding, the Er 
wiſe father. or {chool-maſter in teach-{ be! 
ing, accommodate themſelves to chil. for 
drens vveakneſs, rather conſidering”! 
vvhat and how they are able to take," * 
than ſtriving to powre in all themſelves 
areable to give,whereby life or memo 


in diſpenſing of his graces, attempenſſ*? 
himſelf and his dealing to the infra! 
capacity of his ſervants, imparting 
them by degrees, becaufe they are-not 
fit to receive them otherwiſe. 

Secondly,as God in the firſt creation 
made and adorned this ſpacious and 
ſpecioV 


attaintd by degrees Doct..1z. 9g7 
ſpecious. world, not in a moment , 
( which to him had been as eaſfie ) but 
ir, | ſucceſlively in fix days ſpace, partly 
all | that man might learn by his example , 
all} to take more time, leiſurely and di- 
he | ſtinctly to meditate of his works, part- 
ly to help man the better to conceive of 
ir. | his workmanſhip, and in what order the 
ow © parts of the building were joyned toge- 
ar-f ther ; (whence many- profitable conft- 
li. © derations arile, whereof this is not the 
the © icaſt, the admirable power of the build- 
the ſer appears ,in cauſing light and day, 
ch. b<tore there; was any, Sun, graſs be- 
hi. fore rain and the like, which we ſhould 
ing} "95 have ſeen, if all had been diſpatcht 
in an.inſtant : ) ſo in the reparation of 
the world he perfects ſanctification in 
his children gradually, by little and lit- 
tle, that he may lead them to a more di- 
ſtint and punctual notice-raking of 
all his graces in themſelves, and the 
toot-ſteps of the worker, that is, the 
Wundry wonderful waies and paſlages 
df his providence and adminiſtration in 
Foe perfeting of them. ( Whence 
ney gather much ſweet experimental 
_ H know- 
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pleaſeGod,ſo abound more and more,grow 
7n grace, put on the new wan,Cleanſe your || | 
ſelves from alt filthineſs of fieſh and ſpirit, || ' 
and theſe promiſes, the righteous ſhall || | 
grow like a Cedar in Lebanon, ye ſhall 
grow up as the calves of the ſtall, and the  ! 
like. For, | I 

Firſt, the Lord ſtoopeth to ourinfir- | i 
mity. Weare dull in conceiving, flow ij Þ 
of heart to belicue, like infants,or nar- | f! 
row-mouthed veſſels, which receive li- | 4 
quorbut by drops. As therefore the {© 
loving nurſe or mother in feeding, the Er 
wiſe father. or ſchool-maſter in teach-(ſ®*< 
ing, accommodate themſelves to chil: fo 
drens vveakneſs, rather conſideringſ}y”* 
vvhat and how they are able to take," 
than ſtriving to powre in all themſelves 
areable to give,whereby life or memo 

' ry may be over-whelmed.: ſo: the Lord 
in diſpenſing of his graces, attempen 
himſelf and his dealing to the infirm 
capacity of his ſervants, imparting 
them by degrees, becauſe they are-not 
fit to receive them otherwiſe. 
} Reaſen2, Secondly,as God in the firſt creation, * 
| made and adorned this ſpacious andff** 
[| ſpeciov 
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 attaintd by degrees Do:t. 2. 


ſpecious world, not in.a moment , 
( which.to him had been as eaſie ) but 
ſucceſſively in ſix days ſpace, partly 
that man, might learn by his example , 
to take more time , leiſurely and di- 
ſtin&tly to meditate of his works, part- 
ly to help man the better to conceive of 
his workmanſhip, and in what order the 


| parts of the building were joyned toge- 


ther ; (whence many- profitable confi= 
derations ariſe, whereof this is not the 
eaſt, the admirable power of the build- 
er appears ,in cauſing, light and day, 
before: there; was any, Sun , graſs be- 
fore rain and the like, which we ſhould 
not haye ſeen, if all had been diſpatcht 
in an.inſtant : ) ſo in the reparation of 
the: world he perfeCts ſanCtification in 
his children gradually, by little and lit- 
tle, that he may lead them to a more di- 
ſtint and punctual notice-raking | of 
all his graces in themſelves, and the 
foot-ſteps of the worker, that 1s, the 
ſundry wonderful waies and paſſages 
df his providence and adminiſtration in 
he perfecting of them. ( Whence 
ney gather much ſweet experimental 

— H know- 
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Dott. 11. Fulneſs of grace 
knowledge) that he may give occaſion 
more fully to obſerve; deeply ponder, 
and highly Praiſe his wiſdom 'and 
power, which ſhine forth more conſpi- 
cnous and illuſtrious, in his making a 
ſmall grain of grace to prevail againſt 
a world of corruption, and bringing 
them thorow fo many weakneſſes, bat- 
tels, ſeas of troubles and - temptations, 
falls and foiles, (every of them threat- 


ning death) to compleat holineſs and ; 


wn. 9 than if he had made them 
perfect at their converſion. | 


- Thirdly, the Lord will have his chil-E 


dren wreſtle for a time in a ſtate of im. 
perfection ; that he may train them 
up ih humility; Let them fee. their own 
impotency.,and-that all their ſtrengthi; 
in:-him and from-him, quicken them to 
pray.and earneſtly deſire the coming of 
the kingdom of glory, teach them to x- 
fcribe their ſalvation wholly to him.du- 
ly'to value andeſteem. his graces, the 
want whereof hath ſo pinched them.the 
keeping and © increaſe: whereof coſts 
them no ſmall care; ſtrugling; and con- 


tention. Our firſt father received all 


his 


attained by degrees. 
his portion at once,(an exceeding great 
ſtock of grace : ) but he quickly forget- 
ting both God and himlſelf,ſpent it and 
proved a bankrupt. Wherefore our hea- 


| venly Father thinks fit to give us ours 


by little and little, that we may know, 
and all the days of our life acknowledg 
our ſelves to be beggers, depend upon 
him for a continual ſubminiſtration of 
new grace, learn better-to husband and 


| improve that little which he hath put 


into our hands. 


Firſt,this Doctrine confutes all thoſe Uſe 1. 


that dream of perfection, attainable 
in a ſhort moment: As 1. Papiſts;teach- 
ing that in Baptiſm the ſoul is- made 
inherently as pure, ſpotleſs,;, glorious 


Fas the Sun, and grace infuſed by: which 


a man 1s made able to fulfil,the Law. 
Alas, no marvel men roave ftrangely, 


-Mipeak abſurdly and ignorantly of the 
-Mitate of grace,and the ſaving warkings 


of the holy Ghoſt, when they have no 
experience of theſe things in. them- 
ſelves. 2. Familiſts, and ſuch-like fana- 


-Fticks, who boaſt of ſuch a fulneſs of ho- 
Ilineſs, that they need no further pur- 


2 ging 


Dact. If. 99 
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- * for afynece 


F ulneſs of prace 


ging, who (if their confident affirma. 
tions may be believed): have ſo much 
joy. that they need ordeſire no more in 
heaven, brag that they are paſt the do- 
E&trine of the hearts deceitfulneſs, ne- 
yer crave pardon of fin, and deri- 
dingly tell them that do, they have 
their pardon on their back , 'acknow- i} 
ledge no uſe of the Law after juſtifica- | 
tion , feel no need of preaching, pray- 1 
er, Sabbaths, uſe. theſe things ra-F 1 
ther leaſt we ſhould give. offence, than © 
| ty, profeſling to the famcÞ n 
purpoſe this to be their opinion, that b 
the tewinn may be ſo ftrong as it ſhall d 
not:need any-means : and to this heightÞ al 
they are mounted in a few months , | h. 
might ttalyay, days, even by hearing] th 
one ertwo Sermons. Well,, we needſ tr 
no other/argument (if we be wiſe) to m 
erſwade us to ſtop ouf ears againſt} ha 
uch erroneous ſpirits, bur this, that fe 
they boaſt. of and arrogate to them: 
telves/ the poſleſſion of 1{uch things, a5 
Paul the: greateſt of the Apoſtles had 
not attained' many years after his con 
verſjon, 'not: many before his death, 2 
» appeal 


attained by degrees 
appears by his complaint go the Ro- 
mans , his confeſſion to the Phzlipp:- 
anNS. 
Secondly,this muſt comfort and ſtay 
thoſe righteous ſouls, who are much 
dejected becauſe they find much cor- 
ruption , and great want of grace in 
themſelves. I forbid them nor to de- 
plore and grieve for their ſpiritual de- 
fects , not to ſeek to the fountain for. 
ſupply and perfecting his work in them; 
only I exhort them not to be difmaied, 
nor to conatude they have no grace, 
becauſe they have not the meaſure they 


| deſire. Thy cafe is the common caſe of 


all the godly, not one of th&m but hath 
his wants to complain of ; not one -of 
them but feeleth in himſelf much emp- 


dj tineſs, great weakneſs . of holineſs, 


much ignorance, vanity, - unheliefe , 
hardneſs, deadneſs, inordinacy of af- 
feftions, nay evil motions and jn- 


-j clinations : yea, the better any man is, 


the more he diſcerneth; and: groaneth. 
under theſe things, and - confefſeth 
himſelf far ſhort of perfet fulneſs. 
Look not the Lord ſhould deal 
H 3 other- 


Dot.1r.,” 101 


A 102 Dot. 12.- * Deſire and ſeek 


DoF.3. 


otherwiſe with thee, than with all :he 


ſons he brings to glory. Be content there- 


fore firſt to be a babe in Chriſt, for ſo 
thou muſt, before thou canſt be a tall 
man : be content that the ſeeds of grace 
do firſt poorly peep up and ſprout in 
the mould of'thy heart, which .n time 
will grow to be great herbs, and fill the 
whole garden. If thou wert recovering 
of a great ſickneſs,though health ſhould 
return very. {lowly., wouldſt thon not 
be glad and praiſe the Authar of life ? 
Do here in like manner, rejoyce and 
bleſs God, that thou art begotten a- 
gain and come into the new World of 
new Creatffres, though thou wanteſt 
much of that ſtrength which ſome have 

attained. 
The. third inſtruction 1s, Chriſtzarns 
ſhould defire a full meaſure of all graces or | 
ſpiritual gifts. That which Paul beggeth 
fr his Theſſalontans, every believer 
ought to deſire for himſelf ; but Paul 
deſfireth that God would accompliſh 
in them, all good things needful for 
their ſalvation. This is further confir- 
med 1n thoſe places, in which the A- 
poltle 
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Fulteſs of all graces. Dot. F2. 


or them to. whom he writes, T bat they 


— 
pow prays(or teſtifies that he prayed): 


Y Epheſ: 3; 
might be filled with all knowledge of Gods "a 


-L9. &Cs 


will, abound more and more tn knowledge 


and in all: judgment , be filled with the 


fruits of righteouſneſs, yea with all the ful» 


neſs of. God, made perfett 1n every good 
work , to do_ his will: thoſe places alſo: 
which exhort to ſuch things, as, Be ye 
perfett even. as your Father which 1s in 


heaven 15 perfett, be ye filled with the Spi- 
rit, and ſuch like. © Ws 
And good reaſon. For firſt, there is: 


| a certain fulneſs attainable in this 


life, which appeares, becauſe, 1. God 
hath promiſed ro repleniſh and ſatiate the 
bungry foul, to powre.-his Spirit abundant- 
ly on this people , to fill tht 'earth with the 
knowledge of himſelf ," as the waters cover 


| the [ca,ito make the. parched ground 4 pool, 


the thirfty land ſprings of water, the feeble 
n the Church likeDavid i ſtrength. ſo that 
they ſhall. mount up with wings like Eagles, 


711 and'netibe weary, walk.and not faint. 


Now he that promiſeth, wanteth nej- 
ther will nor power to perform ' his 
ord, being the All-ſufficient, a moſt 

; H 4. bounti- 


Reaf. 1. 


Rom, 15- 


" 164 -| Dot. 12: Deſire and ſeth. 


bountiful Father and Maſter. Rich zo , It 


: that call upon him giving liberally'and u p- 


braiding no man, delighting in the -poſpe- 
rity of bis ſervants. 2. The Scripture af- 
fordeth examples of ſuch as have attain- 
ed it.I ſpeak not of extraordinary per- 
ſons, ( ſuch'as the Apoſtles, of whom 
joyntly it 1s faid , They were: filled with 
rhe holy Ghoſt , as the ſame:4s affirmed 
particularly of Peter and Paul.ſuch alſo 
as were ſundry.miniſters & believers in 
that firſt Church;for example;Sreph?r: & 
others with him in Feruſalem;Barnabas, 
cc.) but of ordinary Chriſtians. Doth 
not the Apoſtle. give this honourable 
teſtimony. of the ancient Romanres, that 
he.was perſwaded they were full of- good- 
neſs, filled with all. kyowleage? Of the 
Corinthians and Epheſians, that they.' were 
enriched with all know{edge, utterance.wiſ- 
dome, prudemce £ Now that which:God 
hath promiſed , and the Saints-have re- 
ceived from him, why ſhould not the 
godly ſtill defire and hope-to._ obtain ? 
If inany thing this point contradicteth 
other Scriptures, and the places men- 


ſer, 
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tioned in the former Doctrine, I an- | 


wp, AY wp © od, wad Wy OY 


ſver, fulneſs-is either abſolute, ſuch a 
perfeft:on 2s admits no defect, this is 
reſerved for the life to come;or compa- 


rative.,, ſuch a meaſure. or degree of 


grace, as firteth & falleth intoa grown 
Chriſtian, isanſiwerable to the age of a 
Father in Chriſt, which in reſpect of the 


| weak beginning of young Chriſtians, 


may be termed fulneſs': this is That we 
affirm may be found & enjoyed here on 
earth:wch'thing the Apoſtle alſo plain- 
ly teacheth ;-for in the very ſame'place 
where he denijes:himſelf tobe perfect, he 
calleth himſelf & thoſe believers in Phz- 
lipps , that were of good ſtanding and 
growth inChriſtianity,pertect,wch ſen- 
tences ſeemingly contrary.are tobe re- 
conciled by the fore-named diſtinCtion. 


fulneſs of all graces. Dot. 12; 


108 


Secondly, this fulneſs is exceediug Reaſon, 2: 


comfortable,. for it gives ſtrong aſſu- 
rance of the ſpecial and 'everlaſting 
love of God. The richer a man grows 
in grace, the more is his eleftion evi- 
denced and ſealed unto him, ( becauſe 
this is the fountain whence all ſaving 
and gracious gifts, as ſtreams do 


| flow) the more he is conformed to 


Chriſt, 


_ _— > SP TEE - ARS 


Reaf. 3. 


Pſ21.63:5. 
Eph. 5. 
18,15. 


Doct. 124 -* Deſire and ſeek. 


Chriſt, and ſo aſcertained ' of Chriſts 
dwelling in him, the nearer he draws 


to heaven, and the life of Angels, hath 


more certain teſtimonies and pledges 
of his 1alvation , and laſtly, the leſs 
power ſhall any evil, which can befal 
tim, have ,:to difquiet his courſe , 
damp his joy, diſturb his inward peace, 
or remove him from his ſtedfaſtneſs. 


Thirdly, the more a man abounds 
with grace, the more able he will be 
to glorifie God ; Firſt, in word, he will 
be ofterr breaking out into Parls doxo- 
logies. When the ſoul is ſatisfied as with 
marrow and fatueſs, the mouth will praiſe 
God with jeyfyl lips : if the heart be filled 
with the Spirit, the mouth will be filled 
with Pſalms and ſpiritual ſongs of hearty 
thankfulneſs. Secondly, in works of 0- 
bedience: 1. Aftive; As abundance of 
ſpirits in the body, makes one more 


Iizht and lively : ſo abundance of grace | 


in the heart makes a Chriſtian go a- 
bout Gods buſineſs more nimbly, 
Itrongly, with more chearfulneſs and 


Jargeneſs of heart, more ready to. do 
| the 
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the good [will of God, more fruitful 
and abundant in all good actions. 2. Pal- 
five : As he that is well lined with meat 
and drink.will beſt:endure winter blaſts, 
and as the body. or. any part of it, the 
fatter it is, ths leſs it is pierced with 
pinching cold, (whence 1t is, that in 


fulneſt of all graces. | Dokt. 12. 


' 167 © 


oreatelt froſts,our eyes:never feel cold, 
becauſe the fatneſs. of the white keeps: 


them: warm : ) ſo the richer any one 
1s in grace, he will bear attlictions the 
more equally, rejoyce in tribulations 


more {ſweetly , and like the Elephant, 


walk moſt ſteadily under the greateſt 

load. 
L.3ftly, the beſt have ſome vacuity or 

empPtinets in them, and therefore ſtand 


jn need of repletion, (for neither-doth 


Real. 4A 


ſpiritual lighe ſo perfectly | poſleſs - 


their minds, nor holineſs their wills, 
that there 1s not place for increaſe) and 
theſe. heavenly graces are of all things 


[in the world incomparably far the 


beſt, and, worthieſt, as being the very 
1image' of God, coming from heaven, 
and fitting for heaven, excelling fineſt 
201d, -and coſtlieſt pearl a thouſand 
LLMES 


Doct. 12. Deſire and ſeek. 
times further than theſe excel the mire, 


in the ſtreets. Is not a large portion of 
ſuch riches worthy to be deſired ? 
This reproveth three ſorts ; 1. Our 
muddy and baſe minded wordlings , 
who thirſt indeed after fulneſs, but of 
Mammon, of earthly and outward bleſ. 
ſings; they deſire, but what ? To ſee 
their corn and wine encreaſed, and God a- 
bundantly bringing into their hands, even 
more than heart can wiſh ,, to have their 
bellies filled with bus hid treaſure , their 


garners full, affording all manner of ſtore, 


their bags full of gold and ſilver, their Þ 


hearts of food and gladneſs that they may Þſ 


be able ro ſay to their ſouls , with the 
rich man in the Goſpel, Soul , thou 
haſt much good laid up for many years, 
fake thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry , 
theſe are the things which the men of 
this generation admire, this is the orn- 
Iy happineſs their Souls long to find. 
As for the gifts of the Spirit, the riches 
and ornaments of the Soul , which 
make man an Angel among men , 
abide with him in death, and goe 
with him into heaven , they are e: far 
rom 


ans 2c  . T£< 
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. from deſiring to be filled with them , 
that they care not for taſting or being 
acquainted with them ; yea, ſcarcely 
once think of them, except when they 
are forced in hearing a Sermon. Alas 
filly wood-cocks , whoſe whole life is 
in ſucking the ground ! when you ſee a 
company of little children, bufie as 
Bees in making houſes, and banquets, 
and yet, if a ſhower fall, or hunger 
pinch, take themſelves to their heeles, 
and ſeek refuge , or relief elſewhere, 
do you not laugh at their folly?Should 
{ you ſend your ſervant to buy in a mar- 
| ket-town, ſpices,drugs,wines, and ſuch 
| things of ſpecial price and uſe, and he 
come again laden with clay, or peble- 
ſtones ; or ſhould you ſee a Merchant 
undertake a long, painful , perillous, 
{tly voyage. into the remoteſt parts 
of the- world,, and return at length 
fraught with ſand, vile earth, or ſuch 
baggage, as either he could not carry 
outof the ſhip with him, or if he did, 
would not profit him; would ye not 
ſtand amazed at the mans madneſs ? 
I tell you before hand the terrours of 
| death 
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rto Doct. 12. . Defire and ſcek 


death ſhall open-your eyes to ſee, and 
confeſs the caſe to be your own : that 
is, that all the ſtudy, thought, care of 
your whole life, hath-/been conſumed 
1n- heaping 'up goods, which can do 
you no good in the day of wrath : or 
elſe, if your hearts in death be turned 
into a ſtone, like Nabals,(which is much 
to be feared) you ſhall curſe yourſelves 
in the dark dungeon of hell, and ſay, 
Fie upon us idiots, -more: brutiſh than 
the beaſts of the field, we never lived 
the life of men,or'reafonable creatures 
before God, becauſe in ſo many years 
we never began to mind, or do,' what 
we were born to mind and do above 
all things. In the: mean time, I wiſh 
you to conſider ;' that he cannot be 
Gods child, who contents himlelf 
with Gods baſeſt bleſſings. Did you ſee 
one in a Gentlemans 'kitchin, feeding 
upon ſcraps, or the courſeſt tood in the 
houſe ; you would not doubt.to con- 
elude; this is'none of the children, 
biit ſome ſculhion ; or one that. be- 
longs not to the family : apply this to 
your ſelves , and you ſhall find. jaſt 

"Ia cauſe 
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fulneſs of all graces. Do&t. 12. 11x 
cauſe to fear. that you are but veſſels of 
diſhonour, ſlaves, that muſt not abide 
of | in the houſe for ever. | 

ed 2. Prophane Proteſtants are here to 
do | be taxed, who are (or ſtrive to be) full 
or | of wickedneſs, and perverſeneſs, like Fe- 
ed  r4ſalem; of miſchief,and ſubtilty, like E- A&.13, 
ch limas ;, of hypocriſie, and niquity, as the $; ale” 
ves |= Phariſees, af all unrighreoufneſs, as the , we = 
ay, Gentiles; of envy aud wrath, as the un- Kama. 
1an {8 believing Fews ; have meuths full of 29. 

ied ÞM curſing and deceit,eyes of adultery,tongues Act.1 3, 
res of deadly poyſon, who (ina word) take 45»VDOC» 


Ezek. 9.9, 


ars |} the high way to be filled with the ſpirit 
hat | of Satan. As Abner faid to Foab, fo 
ove x I to theſe, Know you not, that it will be 
riſh I Gitrerneſs in the latter end? When for 
be | every ſugred morſel of fin , which 
{elf | now goes down ſo pleaſantly , you 
{ce It {hall receive a double portion of the 
ing I {owre ſauce of vengeance? The more 
the 8 you fill your ſelves with the liquor of 
on- 8 hell, the more will the Lord $11 you 
en, | with the dregs of the wine of his indigna- 
be- I #70n, and daſh you like bottles one a- 
s to I gainſt another: the moxe pains you 
joſt I fake to fulfil the lufts of the fleſh, the 


INOTC 
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. * Ny,not of the worlt ſort of our hearers, 


more you fill up the meaſure, of your 
fins; and take heed, leſt. God accompliſh 
bis fury, and fulfil the. gaod pleaſure of 
bis juſtice in yaur condenmation. 

3. Many of better proficiency are ta 
be cenſured, who finding in themſelyes 
ſome ſeeds and elementary rudiments 
of godlineſs , let fall the fails of their 
deſires, and fit down well contented, I 
I wiſh this Corinthianand Laodicean-like R 
fulneſs,be not a ſickneſs too 'common ſp 
among Chriſtians ; but. ] fear too ma- 


if once they have but thus far profited, 

in Chriſtjanity , that they can thank 

God they. are much reformed 'in mind 
and life,. or perſwaded of the truth of 
their converſton,think'thomſelves rich 
enough, they have gotten: grace ſu{li- 
cient to fave their ſouls, and -now they 
are well-ſatisfied, they will not trouble 
themſelves to labour for any more. 
This is to manifeſt our own conſci- 
ences being witneſſes ; we have no 
queſtions, we feel no poverty of ſpirit, 
we complain of no wants, our ſecret 
ſighs, and fervent longings. for grace, 
| are 


are dried -up and withered, the temper 
of our {pirits is cold and dead, as the 
winter feafon, our affections are 

rown flat, and frozen, we pleaſe our 
#ives in a conceit or ſelf-iufficiency, 
'ES I and that more holineſs, than we have 
ts. Wl alrexdy attained, is ſuperſſuous. Bur 
ct I brethren, ifwe be ſo cafily, ſo quickly 
<d, I ſatisfied, and glurted with Gods dain- 
Ke MN ties (which-make true belieyers more 
on hungry) I teftifie unto you, we may 
122- Wjuſtly fear,that we never rightly tafted, 


T5, Wat [caſt never kindly digeſted them, bug . 


have all this while dreamed, and been 
deluded by Satan, and conſequently, 
doubt of our converſion. Afﬀure your 
ſelves, when God ſhall call us to an ac- 
courit ( fuch a time will come, .and, 


ſmall comfert in looking back, and 
recounting, what a long rich ſpiritual 
ced-time, and harveft, we have enjoy- 
d, wherein matiifold means, and op- 


portuniities of getring a ſair ſtock of 
a ” Srace, have been plentifully afforded, 


and we ini the micantime.like loiteri 
ons of ſhame , dallying with Got 
K bounty, 


 fulnieſt of allgrace, DoBt12, 


ow ſaon we know niot,) we ſhall have - 


o& 
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bounty, 2anid-negleingroredcem the. 
tcafdn ,Vexathere@little, -// wept 2710 


/ SecOndly3/uf the! godly-wuſt detire, | 
it followerh 2hat6:the wiewof: aſifan&i. 
Ged 'mephs!; Ubity: aufttabbur for © the 
accompliſhinien* of all Godsigracious 
pledſure' mm themſelves, #l] :gifts accom- 
panying falvtion? :We-tmiuft not reſt 
ii hy tiedfvrve-of holincfs;: but preſs 
#freriperfeRtion of every grace,and ne-l 
— reſt ti} #6 fe", yea" Feel powred i « 

our heads; all the goodneſs that þ 

Gs 'Hath '$16miſed to ſhew' his chil-M k; 
dren in this ffs: 'Ttuly.as the' heathen ll cl 
King *TEp82ted'to ave wept, when fi cc 
he heard&a* Philoſopher” ipeak of more Wfu 
worlds\ that otie,) becauſe hitnſelf had eq 
not yet ff wire one:" ſo'its a thing ſtr 
By uch to be” lamented; 'that * whereas me 

04 hath provided ſor his children, «1. 
ven in this Id fuch a' liberal por- jorc 
tion of grace;as might make their lives fſchc 
an'bedy db on earth; the thf'of us(Go 
enjoy va Ei cive 19 little Prhe reaſon FSair 

whereof ;is,” PE TA were "riot cove- ſþ 
Ks Zhogh, we bes f6t ih good-ear- ſlot 


cſs of elfe fecond not” 6uF! youu F 
wil 


red © conquer remnants of corruptions;” the 
Hat MW higheſt. degree of all- poſitive graces, 
hil- knowledge, faith, love, joy, fear," &c: 


hen I the higheſt depree ' of ' chearful” and. 


then Iſl conſtant obedience, of lively and fruit- 


nore [ful walking before the Lord, the high: 


had eſt degree of peace and comfort,” of 


hing ſtrength; : Redſaſtneſs, boldneſs. * The - 


reas means" in Which we 'muſt ftrive, are 


n, e- [1 A'conftant attending upon publick | 
por- ordinances ( eſpecially the'Word preg- 
lives iched,/ and the Lords Supper) which 
of us God hath ſanRificed ſof*petfeRting* the 


(Saints, and qy whichhe'is wont more 
cove- nd more'to convey his graces'into'the 
\ear- Þouls of thoſe, who uſe them withpure 


ayers nd prepared hearts. '2, Feeding much | 


with | l 2 upon 


fulneſs of all gy :"Do6Q*t2. 7 ey -M 
+... » rifle arg Fhire tbe ) rarrets , 
with ſuitable ende@ours wean tidtat. '- 
ai\great-meafure: ' Atas; that wefhould 
e, | beſo poor} arid have a - father: ſo-able, 
ti- | ſo willing to enrich'us: 'E beſeech' you 
he if -cherefore, if there be ay conſolation in 
us Ml Chriſh; if "ever you have taſted how 
m- W good the Lord 15 ftick not in begilnings, 
Mt call ;upon you ſelves to 'frive and en- 
els © deayour: aftet the higheſt Cegree -of 
ne- © motrification,and' power to reſift,” and 


D 
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upon Ghrift by applicationol; he pro- 
miſes, drawing and keeping near him 
in our ſpirits, taking all occafions of 


looking up, and ſpeaking to him, aſten 


bringing, and baring your hearts be- 
fore-him, as husbandmen do the roots 
of their trees þÞcfore the Sun: the rea- 
ſon is, becauſe he is not onely the forn- 
ain of goodneſs, who makes the ſpirits 
of _thoſe- that, delight in approaching 
te hith,and walking with him, watered 
gardens: butalfo, that Sun of. righte- 
ab , Whoſe ſweet and quickening 
heat, doth enliven, regenerate, renew, 
impregnate with ſpiritual graces and 


Sruits, the inviſible world of believing 
*40ouls, and advance the ſame to perfſe- 


Rion ſpiritually , as this viſible Sur 
doth creatures in this viſible world nz- 
turally: the more communion any one 
hath with this fountain , this Sun, 
the more grace he ſhall be ſure to 
have. 3. Plying God with fervent 
prayers, ſpringing from-ſpiritual bun- 
ger,. and deep ſenſe of our own beg: 

ery,intreating him by the wind of his 
Sik, To blew upon the garden of un 


hearti,l 


h eaxts, that the ſpices thereof may flow 


forth, 4. Improving, and blowing up Song 4. - 
grace by ſpiritual exerciſes of reading, 16. 


ſinging, meditation, conference, pri- 
vate communication of gifts. 5. E- 
vacuation, purging out by renewed 
repentance , ſuch matter as might 
cauſe an oppilation of thoſe paf- 
ſages, in;which grace ſhould flow unto 
us; for Chriſt,to whom we arc joyned 
as members (if we be believers) is an 
head fall of the.holyGhoſt,full of grace & 
truth; if wedefire to receive abundant- 
ly of his fulneſs, we muſt take heed, the 


nerve of faith, and pipes of Gods ordi- * + 


nances be not Ropped, or made incffe-:* . 
Qual in us by our worldlineſfs, dead» - 
neſs of ſpirit, tuſts , 'or ſome known 
corruption too indulgently handled. 


6. Laying our hearts low before the 


Lord, -in humiliation and - humility. 
For the low valleys, becauſe they re- 
ceive moſt dew and rain into their 


-£ boſoms,are moſt fruitful : ſo the hum- 
ble heart, the broken ſpirit,” is of all o- 
thers a ſubje& mot capable of the ſpi-. 

rit,and ſhall be moft plentifullywatered 
E 


with 


fuineſe of ell graces. DoR. 12, 1157 


118 ,*Doft.32-.. Defire,end'ſeck;- 
.with the ſhowresaf-grace; becauſe the 


God of all grace : and, goodneſs: hath 
>;  promiled rodwelbsn ſuch aſpirit. 
. .:;Do younow.ſc&-the way:? Walk in 


it ,. that. yo may find reſt: to your: 


Dools, ; Da you know thee - things ? 
Zleſjad are you if you do them. And-there- 
fore, till foffer the word of exhortati- 
00, in tae ule of thele means, -propound 
- this mark to-:your ſelves,;. To be filled 
with the holy'Gbeſt,with wiſdem: and un- 
der Standing, with all riches. of full aſſu- 
rante, with all wiabt; patience and long 
ſufferance,with joy,and peace in believing, 
49 be full of good:works,of mercy,und gouu 
fraits,of. thankfulneſs, and Gods 6. 
<ill the, day. Oh; ſpare no pains Fe fo- 
- ,fiogup abundance ef grace, as Daw, 
1aid of his children/phefrur of the wonh, 
happy #5 the man that hath bs quiver fall 
:Fchew++ 10 may Jimuchmore truly fay 
*'vi the fruits: of 2he fpirit, happy is the 
man that hath: his heartfull of this trea- 
ku: ©: hereronty;covetouſnels, yea vio- 

ence.isiwful,and holy. Say not within 
ſown fel ves, .this'1s an hard » doctrine, 
nd 1mpoſſible:-What ? we cannot. be 
4 perict 


fulneſs of all graces.\. DoR. 12. 
perfe& here;fuch thoughts are promp- 
ted'by Sata, to make you'lazie, and 
rob you of your crown, ©The/Apoſtle 
Pax was'not ignorant of this,' yet He 

forgat the things that were behind, and 
ſtretched himfelf unto the. things before, 
yea liaboured, 'if it were poſſi ible tO attam 
tothe reſtirreltion of the dead. So tar, 

though we cannot reach an entire and 
compleat perfe&tion, yet we may,-and 
muſt grow/tUll more and'more'perfect; 
and ' though! oir attainments ſhall ne- 
ver in thislife overtake, and-equal.our 
defires , yet as'he that ſhoots at rhe 
noon-Sun , | thouply he- be ' fure he 
ſhall never hit-the mark,is fire to _ 
higher than he that aims at a-buſh: 
if we deljre, ' and aim at the higheſt 
pitch of grace, vveſhall be ſureto 6ut- 
rip our fellows], - and attain ſuch a 
meaſure, as ſhall-make our profeſſion, 
both comfortable to our own fouls, 
exemplary to our brethren, and glori- 
ous in the eyes of ſtrangers, 

And thus mich touching this branch 
of Pauls prayers: for though'l perceive 
there is one point more couched in it, 
. 4 which 
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Deſir aid ſeek, ce. 
which bave not been handled ; yet for 
brevity; 1 will refer, 'and reſerve i it,to 


-be wrapt up ( as well it may )) in the 


conclution of the next member, which 
now remaineth to be opened 3, wherein 
a ſecond thing is craved by the Apoſtle 
as a neceſſary, and more. lpecia 
means of making chem worthy their 
calling. 

' The words' are [| and the work of 
faith with power ] where confider 
1. Theblefling asked, whichis, fulfil 
ling the work of faith. By work of 
faith,may either be meant the exerciſe, 
operations, fruits of faith ; faith, Rtir- 
ring, ating, labouring,producing ſuch 
works as are proper to her - or faith,as 
it is Gods work in man, the grace, or 
habit of faith, wrought by God in our 
hearts. I take this latter ſenſe; the dif- 
ference is not great, and this includes 
the other. 

2. The efficient canſe of it, Gods 
power : For ſo I underftand thoſe laft 
words [ with power 7] that i is, -by his 
own Alatighty power, joyning them 
to _ word [ full ] rather than to 


L faith Jl 


The beſt faith bath wants. Do. 13. 
[faith] which worketh powerfully in 
believers. The meaning then is,as if the 
he | Apoſtle had ſaid; Bur above all other 
ch | graces, we make ſuit unto God for the 
in | pcrfefting of that bleſſed and ſingular 
work of faith, which his grace hath be- 
ial gun in you,and that by the ſtrength of 
his own right hand, who is omnipotent, 

and all-ſufficient. 

of WW The inftry&ions to be gathered from 
der IM theſe words follow, whereof the firit is 
(Gl this: 
& of T he beſt faith bath wants. Underſtand 
iſe, ft of faith in the ſons of men. in this 
tir- ME world.lts plain in our text. The Apoſtle 
witnefſeth in his former Epiſtle, that 
this people received the word with much 
aſſarance, that their faith to Godward 


ery Chapter, he hath gzver tharks ro 
od; that their faith grew exceedingly : 
yet here he tels us, they have necd to 
ee prayed for, that God would perfect 
heir faith. A cloud of witneſſcs doth 
urther confirm it. Abrahams faith did 
Imp,and halt a little,when he hearkned 
Fo the counſcl of Sarah, in going in to 
" þ Hrgar, 


I2E. 
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pas ſpread abroad in other places, In this - 
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Hagar, tor he conſented to the uſe of 
unlawful means; for -bringing about 
Gods purpoie : likewiſe when. through 
fear, he tained Sarah to be his fiſter : 
weakneſs appeared inSarahs faith, when 
ſhe laughed at the promiſe ofa ſon: in 
Za«cobs, vvhentidings of Eſau coming 
did lo affright, and cifirefs him, though 
he had a promiſe of Gods preſence and 
protceiton in that journey: in Davias, 
when in his haſte and fear he ſaid, I am 
c- ſt out of thy ſight all men are liars,when 

. he fained himfelf mad:in Peters, 'when 
being afraid of his skin, in the high 
Prieſts hall, he denied his Maſter; 

And no marvel, for firft, 'if know-W « 
edge be imperfe& in all Chiriftians, M +4 
confidence cannot be perfe& inany:iWſ 1 
H9w can the heart defire,or cleave un-MW 1 
to this, or that; further rhahthe'mind I © 
appreh-nds it 3s'true and good? [ can. Þ 
Tot reſt upon a man, believing he will 1 
do this or that for me, further'thanl Þ 
*now him. The meaſure of faith in theſl t 
wilt, depends upon , and follows ' the & 

{ ©-ature of lightin the underſtanding, W "1: 

if * &? can in relpett of latirude, not in-f £7 

; tenlion, 


The beſt-faith hath wants. Do&. 13. 
tenſron,or in intrinſecal vigour ; for o- 
#herwifc I know, there may be great 
faith, 'where there is but ſmall know- 
ledge, asin many Martyrs,) A man 
may know' more than he believes ( ſo 
do many wicked men in the Church ) 
but he' cannot believe more than he 
knows. Now its certain, that we know 
but in part ; for neither do we appre- 


| hend the whole objeRt of knowledge, 


that is,the whole body of divine truth, 
(my meaning is, vve know not all things 
to. be known, vve are ſtill ignorant of 
many things) neither do we fee thoſe 
things which -now we know, fo fully, 
clearly, diſtinaly, as vve ſhould, and 
ſhall in the life'to come. If therefore 
we.know but imperfetly, we muſt 


needs truſt imperfectly. Expericnce in 


our ſelves,' and other Chriſtians, may 
partly teach 8s'the neceſſiry ofthis con- 
Tequince. : Do'we not perc2ive this to 
be*{or havebeen) onelpecial cauſe of 
the- failing of. our f2ith,: that either vve 
know not +his;or that promiſe, or were 
not ſufficiently acquainted with the 
cith'ulnels, 4nd or 500dnel. $ of thepro- 
: milcr., 


 Doft.13. Thebeſt faith bath wants. 
miſer, or did not ſo evidently behold 
the good things, God had begun in us, 
as from them we could conclude our 
ſelves to be heirs of the promile ? 

Secondly , there are many enemies, 
which oppugn a Chriſtians faith : from 
without , Satan by his temptations, 
ſometimes more fſubtil, ſometimes 
more violent - in his own boſom, car- 


nal vviſdom, and reaſon, natural 


flownefs, or untowardneſs of heart, 


to that which is good,inordinate affe- | 


ions and paſſions ( for grace doth not 
wholly expel, and root out theſe Cana- 
enites , though it brings, and keeps 
them nnder the yoke of the ſpirit, ) 
Novv theie ſometimes dim the light, 
of faith, by raiſing mifts, and fogs of 
objeRions, and doubts, ſometimes caf 
her into a ſlumber,. ſometimes, as it 
yvere,by a ſudden vehement blow afto- 
niſh her, and in a vvord, by many 
means hinder the efficacy, and work- 
ing of faith. Mo marvel therefore, if 
ſometimes the beſt faith ſtagger and 
waver. 

This doarine confuteth, x. The Pa- 


piſts y| 


piſts, vvho to-the end they may vvith 
more probability maintain, and per- 
ſwade the poſſibility of fulfilling the 
Law in this life, teach, that faith and 
charity are perfe& in this life. 2. Some 
in our Church at home, vvho hold, that 
a man never doubts, after he is a true 
believer, It ſeems theſe men think 
faith. to be like certain little bones in 
mans head, of yvhich the DuRors of 
nature vvrite, that they arc of the 
fame bigneſs in an old man, and in a 
child, 3. Our common people, and 
filly ignorants, vvho brag their belief 
is fo ſtrong, as nothing can ſhake it, no 
company can hurt; no Devil prevail 
againft them, -they never found in 
themſelves any want or vveakneſs of 
faith , they never diftruſted God in all 
their lives.they can believe as ted faftly 
as they lift. From their own vvords, 
their faith is evinccd, to be nothing but 
an idle Tſancy ;- for the child of God 
{eels ſuch crazineſs in his' faith , as 
yvrings from him many deep fighs , 
bitter cries,dolorous complaints, before 
bus heavenly father who (eeth in ſecret. 
1: He, 
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b) 


Object. 


Anſw. 


126 | Do. [13,1 The beſt faith, hath wire. 
HEe,. who. never'.groancd under fence 


and. conſcience of great: infidelity, is 
yet in the tate of.infidelity, and death, 
and hath no: moretrue faith than» the 
Devil. bots 2533 
«But is it poſſible (may ſome fay)that 
any. man. ſhould be fo deceived and 
miſtaken,, as to perſwade himſelf, he 
bs eÞ in faith, vehen he; hath -none at 
all ? < TEE 3 We. 

I anſrer,Ves very calily:: For Lathy 
beart ,is-naturally. very: ful} of ſtrong 
preſ umption,yvhich theſe men, beeauſe 


of the ignorance that; is: in.them, niot 


being able :to.diſtinguiſh ftom faith, 'do 
therefore take, . and reſt in. she one, in 
ſtead of the other. 2.Being full of dark- 
nefs,deftitute of ſpiritual lighr;rhey ſee 
not that, mighty maſs,that ſink, that ſez 
of unbelief vvhich is: in them; 3 they 


knovv not what infidelity is, nor-what 


are the proper. ſymptomes and effects 
of it; and therefore, though.it be con- 
rinually ftirring,, yea:ruling/in them, 
and breaking out-{o,as;others, may.dil- 
cern.\it ,. yet..they ſee iÞ, znot- them- 
ſclves, becaniſe they. know' not. them 

EL ſelves, 


ſelyes, nor. what is in. them, as 0n2 i 


dily bliad, or going into a dark might | 


without a: yOu! into a, ro00M, Canuot 
rr what filth and baggage is .N 1t. 


. All unconverted are.,in a deep and + 


deadly fleep, (for repentance 1s calſed 
awaking; ).. therefoie we need not 
think- it; range or impoſſible , r:cy 
ſhould... dream of great -riches, whcn 
they have nothing ; of cating and drin- 
king, . while their douls are empty. 

4.:;Fhe;Deyil will do his beſt ro keep 
ſuch from-doubting, for fear of loſing 
them: for: well he knows, that, to 
doubt one hath gone wrong, is a ftep 
to returning, and to fear ones heart is 
faithleſs and graceleſs, a ftep to behic- 
vin 

. Let the child of God take 
heed of numbring himfel: among un- 
believers, and concluding that he is 
void of faith, becauſe ſometimes ' he 
finds his heart trembling, and ſhaken 
with doubtings and fears. Indeed Satan 
will encounter a Chriftian with this ſo- 
phiſtry : . Thou haſt experience 0: much 
wayering, thou art not ſtedfaff and 
rooted 
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_ Obje. 


Sol. 


| Dot. 13. The beſt faith hath wants, 
| Footed in faith therefore thou art not 


found in the faith:but vve muſt anſvver 
the tempter boldly, If this reaſon be 
©2000, all the generation of the juſt muſt be 
condemned none of vvhich VVEXre EXEMP- 


red, and priviledged from knovving 


vveakneffes, and failings of faith. 

If it be objefted, Chriſt prayed for 
evcry believer,as vycll as fo? Peter,that 
his faith ſhould not fail ; *- -- 

E anſvver ; .faich may be ſaid to fail, 
either in regard of habit, vvhen its ut- 
terly loſt and extinguiſhed,and this fai- 
ling doth not,ſhall not befall a true be- 
liever, according to our Saviours 
prayer, and the true meaning of it: 
Or in regard of att and operation,vvnen 
in time of danger, ſome grievous fall, 
or temptation, it fainteth , ſvvouneth, 
vvorketh not, or but very vveakly ; and 
1h this ſenſe and manner, tie beſt mans 
faith may fail,as Peters did (for hisdes 
fiial procceded from ſuch a cauſe, as 
ſtrength or lively povverful vvorking 
of fairh expelleth,'v:z. predominancy 


of carnal fear) neither did our Lord Nj; 
Jeſus pray that his ele might be pre-F 
[LI - 


jerved from it. 


” 


leved without ſtaggering, 


I anſwer; 1: True, when God pro- Sol. 


miſed 1/aac, but it doth not hence fol- 
low, that he never at any time ſtagger- 
ed. 2- This example teacheth what a 
ſtrong faith ordinarily can do,and what 
every Chriſtian ſhould labour to do, but 
not, that every one, who reacheth not 
Abrahams meaſure, is an hypocrite. I 
ſpeak this for the comfort of true be- 
lievers, not to nuzzle up any in their 
doubts; if any man ſhall hence take oc- 
caſion to pleaſe hingfelf in a floating 
rags $6 1. between hope and 
fear, and negleQing to try (or labour 
for more ſtrength of ) faith, becauſe he 
hears the beſt faith hath weakneſles, he 
perverts and wreſts the word of God 
to his own deſtruftion. 
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' If it be objected again, Abraham be- Objett. / 


— 


But (may ſome man ſay) ſceing a Quelt: 


good Chriftian may be troubled, and 
toſſed with doubts, ſhall not I cen- 
clude, I am the child of God, and inan 
happy caſe, if I feel doubtings ? 


Take heed of this deceit. A right be- guy. 
liever may doubt , -m_ he may doubt 


that 


that never was believer. The diffetefce 
between them is this : 

- Firft, The doubts of: a wicked man 
(touching his ſalvation) are caufed, or 
confirmed by the [light- and power of 
Gods word rightly divided, and appli- 
ed, diſcovering his unſoundneſs, and 
ſo convincing his conſcience, that its 
forced to give': ſentence againſt him, 
and roundly to tell him, he is not qual;- 
fred like one that ſhall inherit the pro- 
miſes, and enjoy the ſalvation of God : 
they come not from Satan ordinarily ; 
for his cuſtom is (and he: knows its 
for his profit) to apply falſe comfort to 
hypocrites, when God hath terrifed 
andwounded them; not to tempt then 
to unbelief (1 mean,ftill about the mat- 
ter of their ſalvation) (except when he 
gets them at a dead lift, as in the hour 
of death, or in ſoine great extremity, 
wherein he hopes .to'puſh them head- 
long into deſperation, becauſe then 
he ſhould miniſter -occahon of ſeeking 
that precious faith, of which himſelf is 
__ - aS-muckafraid, as the Lion of fire, and 
conſequently ſhould be divided againſt 
himſelf, 
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himſelf, his own enemy. But the doubts 
of a ſound Chriſtian come principal- 
ly from Satan, (yet not without the 
help of natural ignorance and infide- 
lity, by means whereof he hath great 
advantage to - work) whoſe policy 
is, when he cannot keep the child of 
God from grace, then by aggrava- 
ting his fin and unworthineſs, by exte- 
nuating, , of hiding from his eyes the 
good things God 'hath given him, to 
hold, and deterhim from beleiving, to 
make him (if it were poſlible) wholly to 
caſt away his hope, or elſe to languiſh 
in an heavy uncomfortableneſs, great- 
ly diſpleaſing, and diſhonourable to 
God. But how may one know that his 
doubts are from Satan ? 1. If after a di- 
ligent, privy ſearch in the cloſet of his 
ſoul, he finds ſuch figns of faith, as 
certainly declare its there preſent, 
though the comfort: of it be. not pre- 
ſently felt and diſcerned; as namely, a 
turning of the ſtreame, and bent of the 
thougts and affections after heavenly 
things, an ingenuous and lovely melt- 
ing of the heart into ſorrow, for offend- 
K 2 ing 
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_. © andqualms of unbelief ; as for great- 


ding to the Lord, ſtrong deſires of ho- 
nouring and pleaſing God, with reſolu- 
tions of cleaving to ( and following ) 
him, though he ſhould never receive 
comfort from him, an hearty hatred of 


(joyned with a ſerious ſtrife againſt) ſe- - 


cret hypocriſie.and carnal ends in well- 
doing, and the like. 2. If he feel, that 
the ſpirit in the miniſtry of the Word 
fights againſt his doubts, ſweetly per- 
{wades and-draws him to'believe, com- 
forteth and rejoyceth- his heart, not 
beatting and battering down his confi- 
dence, (as ordinarily it doth the hypo- 


Crites) but bettering and ſtrengthening 


it : for hereby it appears, that his 
doubts are the-enemies of Gods Word 
and Spirit, and therefore not the eccho 
of the word, nor the juſt verdict of con- 
ſcience ſpeaking from the word, but the 
voice of Satan. 

Secondly, a believer finding doubts 
in himſelf, 4s exceedingly grieved for 
them;  bewails want of Faith , as his 
greateſt miſery, willingly accuſeth and 
.condemneth* himſelf for theſe pangs , 


eſt 
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eſt fins, they. are very burthenſome to 


| him, chiefly becauſe they rob God of 


his glory, and make him leſs cheerful 
in rendring unto the Lord praiſes, and 
other obedience. But the hypocrites 
doubts trouble him, and he wiſheth 
to be rid of them, only becauſe they 
are attended with inward diſquietneſs, 
terrours, fears ofthe Lords judgments, 
not becauſe they are ſins againſt God : 
whereof this is a ſufficient proof, that: 
1f he enjoy a kind of peace, and per- 
ſwaſion that he is the Child of God , 


_ though his evil heart, full of infidelity, 


ſecretly deny or call into queſtion an 
hundred things in divinity, one after 
another, he relents not, he is not 
troubled ; -tuſh, theſe are but flitting 
motions,nor worthy check or controle- 
ment. . 

Thirdly, doubts drive a true belie- 
ver, firſt, to God by earneſt requeſts, 
for the diſcovering and diminiſhing of 
his unbelief, ſtrengthening of his faith ; 
then into himſelf, by a more exact and 
impartial ſcrutiny of his own Conſci- 
ence and eſtate : they quicken him,un- 

3 weariedly, 
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weariedly, and conſtantly to go for- 
ward, 'in reſiſting and ſubduing them, 
in ſeeking and lamenting after Chriſt, 
and never to fit down, till God have 
brought his heart into the harbour of 
a ſtabliſhed affurance, till he ſee, feel, 
and (as it were) handle eternal life in 
himſelf, till he know Chriſt and all the 
treaſures of grace and glory in Chriſt, 
as undoubtedly to be his own. as his ap- 
parel, money, houſe, lands, till the Holy 
Ghoft have ſigned, ſealed and delivered 
the heavenly inheritance in the Court 
of conſcience: ina word, till he have 
gotten ſuch a faith, as can glory in 
God, inſult over Hell, Death, Devil, 
Sin; the Curſe of the Law, -and out- 
wreſtle all difficulties : butthe unſound 
Chriſtian, either builds himſelf a Caſtle 
of imaginary aſſurance upon the ſand 


of falſe grounds, or lies. under his 


doubts irrecoverably, giving over ſeek- 
ing before he receive a ſound. cer- 
tain and fatisfactory anſwer from the 
Lord, either -out of ſloth or deſpair 
of obtaining, or becauſe he hath.lear- 
ned the ſtrongeſt faith is ſubje& to 
CT Oy — ſome 
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ſome faintings, and therefore judgeth 
it needleſs to ſtrive any longer,or labour 
for more faith, ſeeing that which he 
hath will-ſerve his turn, and its no other- 
wiſe with him than it is with a true 
Chriſtian. 

Thirdly, We muſt hence he admoni- 


ſhed, not to diſdain or condemn ſuch 


Chriſtians as ſometimes bewray ſome 
ſeebleneſs of faith, in word or work. 
Thou ſeeſt.or heareſt thy brother is im- 
patient in, affliction, fears poverty, 
ſhrinks; at the approach of perſecution 
or death, . is. diſcouraged by reproaches 
and ſlanders, not ſo zealous and valiant 
in maintaining Gods glory and cauſe, as 
it were to. be. wiſhed, for fear of the 
wrath of Man, omits ſome neceſſary 
good, defiles himſelf with the doing of 
{ome evil: do not now think or fay,ſuch 
2 one is 2 faithleſs temporizer ; take 
heed of ſuch judgment. leſt thou be judg- 
ed: ſeeing the truly faithful have done 
as much, thou ſhalt do well to be ſparing 
in thy cenſures, til thou canſt ſhew a 
perſedt faith, | 


K 4 Fourthly, 
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Uſe 4. 
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Fourthly, ſee the reaſon why ſome- 
times the lives of very.godly men are 
blemiſhed with ſome faults. Alas, the 
tree is imperfect, therefore the fruits 
mult needs be ſo; for nothing can give 
that it hath not. Though the godly by 
the grace of God, may be free from no- 
torious fins, yet they cannot obey per- 
fectly, becauſe they believe bur in part. 
Why then do carnal men ,- if they ſpie 
but a ſpot in a godly mans face. a frail- 
ty in his converſation ,- (though it be 
but a moat in compariſon of their 
beams ) Why do. they preſently cry 
out, Theſe that 'make ſo much pro- 
feſſion are naught, they are naught all 
of them, they are diſſemblers , they 
are not what they ſeem, &c._ Abſurd, 
unreaſonable men, do you expett they 
ſhould be perfectly holy, when they 
are but imperfectly faithful ? If one 
of your children have a ſlow, or un- 
ſeemly pace, by reaſon of lameneſs, 
or debility in ſome member;-you think 
he 1s rather to be pitied than upbraid- 
ed. If you will not learn to judge 
mercifully of the godly when they _ 
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a nd to impute their ſlips; rather to 

the imperfection ' of their condition , 

than the hypocriſie of 'their hearts, 
=and navughtineſs of their diſpoſition , 

you ſhall'-but prove -your ſelves to be 
haters of your brethren, 'and he that 

hates his brother is a mutrtherer, and no 1 Fobs 
murtherer hath eternal life abiding m 3-15 
him. | 

Fifthly, hence we are taught, that Uſe 5. 

believers muſt not truſt to the ſtrength 

of their faith, as is by the power of it 
alone, they were able to ſtand againſt 

all blaſts, reſiſt all temptations : for 
though it's an excellent grace, yet it's 

but a creature, and imperfect too; and 
therefore in ſenſe, and diſtruſt of our 
owngveakneſs, we have need to cry to 

God, that he would ſhield us with his 
grace, and ſupport both us and our 

faith by his power. | 

Laſtly, it follows hence, that faith Uſe 6. 

doth not juſtifie by any valour, vertue, . 
dignity of its own: neither as an -ha- 
bit or quality, nor as a work, but as it 
1s a means or inſtrument of obtaining 
that for which we are juſtified ; its _ 
tne 
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Reaſon. ”. 


the gift of Faith dwelling in the Heart, 
nor the act of believing, ( as the No- 
yellers teach) but the thing holden 
and poſſeſſed, by believing, ' which is 
our Righteouſneſs. For that thing, by 
which we are jn proper ſenſe.abſolute- 
ly, and ( as I may fay ) formally juſtj- 
fied , and preſented ſpotleſs, before 
God, mult be perfect, yea expiate infi- 
nite 'ruiltineſs, anſwer the Juſtice of 
God : but this faith cannot do.becauſe 
It 1s imperfect, as we ſee. _ 

The ſecond Inſtruction or: Cancluſi- 
on to be drawn out of theſe wards, 1s, 

Chriſtians muſt; deſire the accompliſhment 
and perfettion of Faith abque all. ather 
Graces. The reaſon is, becauſe Faith, 
of all Graces which exiſt in us;is the,no- 
bleft for excellency, and of neceſſity it 
hath the precminence , whether we 
conſider the Glory it brings to God, or 
Profit to Man. 

Firſt, no grace exalteth and honour- 
eth God, as faith doth. For 1. In the 
cauſe of Juſtification and Salvation , 
Faith utterly annihilates man,tramples 


vader foot all the glory of nature, all 
g00d- 
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goodneſs, all privileges, all works of 


man , ſeeks righteouſneſs and life 
onely from Gods grace in Chriſt: when 


| a poor ſinner ſeeth himſelf a condemn- 


ed rebel and traitonr , feels nothing 
in himſelf byt darkneſs unworthi- 


neſs, wrath, and death, hath nothing 


to bring to God but ſhame and milſe- 
ry; Faith leads him to the Throne of 
Grace.and makes him bold to beg, and 
expect pardon in Chriſts blood, for no 
other cauſe, but-becauſe God is graci- 
ous; yea, when his many. mighty, ugly 
ſins diſcoutage and terrifie him, to 
cleave ſtil to the free and everlaſt- 
ing goodneſs of God ,  acknowledg- 
ing the Lords mercies infinitely to ſur- 
paſs his iniquities. Thus Faith gives 
the whole praiſe of mans ſalvation to 
the 'grace of God. 2. Faith believes * 
God upon his bare word ; if God have 
revealed or promiſed this or thar , 
though all the world ſay it cannot be, 
though reaſon cannot comprehend how, 
or why it ſhould be, though many rea- 
{ons appear why it ſhould not be belee- 
ved,none at all why it ſhould, but _ 
tnat 
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that God hath ſpoken, faith will {i 
all- contrary ſurmiſes , and- ſabſcrihe 
to Gods teſtimony, as more ſtable,ſÞr; 
and ſtedfaſt, than the foundation offi 
the earth. Thus faith highly honour 
Gods truth. 3. Faith preclaims Gol 
to be able to effett whatſoever he hath 
promiſed, and believeth, that though 
a thouſand difficulties ſtand-in the way, 
the overcoming of which , fleſh and 
blood judgeth , not only a thing in 
probable, but impoſlible, it's as ſurex 
if it were done already. Thus # giv 
glory to the yu of God. 4. Faith cau 
eh a man denying and renouncing hi 
own judgment, wiſdom, will, s 
- fooliſhneſs, to bleſs God, as well when 
he denies, or takes away, as when he 
gives ; as well for the worſt as the beſ; 
and to reſt per{waded', that the worſt {ur 
eſtate is the beſt for him; when Godis|Þ 
the Author of it, that poverty is better 
than abundance; when God will have 
him poor, reſtraint than liberty ; whes 
Gcd will bave him reſtrained, cc, that 
it's greateſt gain, to loſe all things ſor 
Ciriſt, that God loves in- _ 
eals 
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heals by wounding , exalts by hum- 
bling , thorow the gates of death 
brings unto life. Thus faith extols-the 
viſddom of God. 5. Faith makes man 
juſtifie God in all his decrees, judge- 
ments, dealings, ſubſcribe to the equi- 
y of ther all, even when he con- 
elves not of them, adore the unſearch- 
ableneſs of them, reverently ſubmit 
nto them, yea, when they thwart his 
deſires, Pronouncing, approving all 
is ways to be pure, and righteous, 
7hen he neither ſeeth, nor asketh any 
eaſon thereof , but Gods will. Is not 
his a great honour, which faith gives 
o Gods righteouſneſs ? 6. It beholds 
im that is invifible, every where pre- 
ent,, perſwaded that he. ſeeth and 
noweth all things, and ſo glorifieth 
1m in reſpect of his emnipreſence. In 
a word, (that I be not too long in mul- 
plying particulars) Faith (if I may ſo 
peak) gives unto God his whole Di- 
inity, and of all graces moſt fſancti- 
es his Name, by acknowledging and 
onfirming, as it were, by ſeal, all 

ole excellent properties , and per- 
| tections, 
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h feftions, which the Scripture aſcribeth 


Reaſon, 2s 


to him. Indeed other graces. alſo, az 
love, fear, joy, and the reſt, do ho- 
nour God , (nor do I mean to roh 
them of their due praiſes ) but neither 
primarily, ( for the cauſe and foundati. 
on of all that honour is in faith) nor yg 
in ſuch ample and full manner as faitk 
Secing then, notbing 1s ſo glorious ty 
God as Faith, and conſequently, the 
more faith any man hath, the more hf 
glorifies God; :dorh it not ſtand even 
Chriſtian in hand, above all graces ty 
labour for perfection of Faith ? | 

Secondly, No Grace is more uſeful 
more profitable to man than Faith, 
whether we conſider life ſpiritual, 
natural. For ſpiritual life; 1. Faith 
eſpoulcth and conjoyneth man to th: 
Son of God, in whom he findetl 
and obtaineth the dignity or prerogz 
tive of Son-ſhip, and juſtification* df 
life, which things the better they are 
known , the more they are felt, and 


fealed up in the Soul by believing, ths 


more is the heart refreſhed with un- 


ſpeakable comforts. 2. Faith _ 
an 
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and ſanctifieth; becauſe i. Being-a gift | 
of an holy and heavenly nature; de- 
ſcending from above. it will oppoſe 
and fight againſt corruption, as light 
expels darkneſs, heat cold,and antidote 
poiſon. 2. Laying hold on Chriſt, it 
draweth , and detiveth from him the 
Fountain, Vertue, and Power, where- 
by corruption is maſtered, and morti- 
fied, asa leaden pipe brings water from 
the ſpring, wherein veſſels are walhed 
and cleanſed. 3. Faith is the mother and 
root of all other holy graces in a Chri- 
ſtian, and therefore as faith increaſeth, 
the reſt will increaſe; the more perfect 
that Faith grows, the nearer the perfe- 
tion is the whole cluſter of heavenly 
gifts in the children of God ; the more 
a man knows and believes »the love 
of God to him, the more fervently he 
will love God, the more reverently he 
will fear him, burn with zeal of. his 
glory, patiently hope, earneſtly defire 
to be with him in heaven, and ſo of the 
reſt. 4. Faith ſtrengthens, -1. To obey 
God in leading an holy life, in perfor- 

ming all duties, and doing all the good 
d works 
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works he requireth of his people , ſo 
as they may pleaſe him in alt things. 
2. To fight againſt , and foil all ſpiri- 
tual enmity: faith makes a poor ſoul 
able to reſiſt the Devil, a ſpirit of ex- 
ceeding great power, to ſtand faſt, 
when he is buffeted by Satans ſugge- 
ſtions, which Adam in innocency could FP: 
not do, and to overcome whatſoever 
is evil in the world : faith either wards 
off the blows , or ſo heals the wounds 
received in this battel , that the ſoul 
becomes more ſound and healthful 
than before ; the Apoſtle therefore to 
the Epheſians, arming, and training the 

| ſpiritual ſouldier, bids him, Above all, 
take the ſhield of faith : Hence it 1s,that 
this grace is of all others moſt aſſaulted 
by the Prince of darkneſs. 3. To per- 
ſevere and continue in the way of fal- 
vation to the end, becauſe it doth ſeat, 
and keep believers in the impregna- 
ble fort of Gods faithfulneſs,and tower 
. of his Almighty power, wherein the 
gates of hell cannot prevail againſt 
them. In a word, what is faid of Samp- 
ſons locks, may be ſaid of faith, a _ 
= : jans | 
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ſtians Rtrength lies in it, vet not fiwply, 
and for it ſelf, but becaule ir lays nold 
upon Chrift, the rock of 1/rael, who 


, ſtrengthens his Members to do all 
— [i things. 
2 MM Secondly, for natural life, r. Faith 


4 | procurethtemporal good things. For 
$God, who is faithful, hath promiſed to 
Jo them that fear him, and will ſubje& 
Fi themſelves to his government, follow- 
9g him wholly, like Caleb,cven outward 
11 {2d temporal benefits, ſo far as they 
nay be good for them, and not preju- 
dicial to their ſpiritual proſperity, or 


oul- now a Chriftian by be- 
ievif #:: to God in prayer of 


Y aith, obtaineth them, and fo findeth 
a clief and ſupply of temporal wants. 
2. Faith makes evils tolerable, ſwee- 


encth croſſes, enables to endure affli- 
ions, by aſſuring the believer, that in 
hem God offers himſelf as a Father, 


th vill moderate the ſtroke, miniſter ſuffi- 
af; (FE1ent ftretigth , give an bappy iſſue, 


urn them to his good, by ſetting be- 
fore his eyes fuch a Crown, . fuch a 
weight of Glory, with __ the light 
A 
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works he: requireth-of his people,” fo. 
as they may pleaſe him in alfthings. 
2. To fight againſt , and foil all ſpiri- 
tual enmity, faith makes -a-poor ſoul |! 
able to reſiſt the Devil, a ſpirit of ex- 
ceeding , great power , to ſtand faſt, 
when he is buffeted by Satans ſugge- 
ſtions, which Adam in innocency could - 
nat do, and to-overcome-whatſoever 
is evil in the world : faith/either wards* 
off the blows , or ſo heals the wounds M** 
received in this battel , . that the ſoul. | 
becomes more. ſound and healthfiil i 
than before ; .the Apoſtle therefore to 
the Epheſians, arming, and training the 
_ ſpiritual ſouldier, bids him, Above all, 
take the ſhield of faith : Hence it 1s;that. 
this grace is of all others moſt aſſaulted IW* 
by the Prince of darkneſs. 3. To per- © 
ſevere and continue in the way of fol * 
vation to the end, becauſe it doth ſeat, 
and keep believers in the impregna- 
ble fort of Gods faithfulneſs,and tower 
of his Almighty power, wherein the 
gates of hell cannot prevail againſt 
them. In a word, what is ſaid of Samp- 
ſons locks, may be ſaid of faith, a Mi 
_ Ns ians 
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ſtians ſtrength lies in_it, yet not fimply, 
and forit ſelf, but becauſe jr lays hold 
upon Chriſt, the rock of 1/rael, who 
ſtrengthens his Members to do all 
things. FH -oD ue FE 
Secoxaly, for natural life, r. Faith 
procurethtemporal good things. For 
God, who is faithful, hath promiſed to 
bem that fear him, and will {ubje& 
; W-cmſclves to his government, folow- 
ul Ws i wholly, like Caleb,even outward 

and temporal benefits, ſo far as they. 
may be good-for them, and not preju- 
dicial to their ſpiritual proſperity, or 
oul-chrivige : now a Chriſtian by be- 
ievit uing to Gad in prayer of 
ith, obtaineth them, and fo findeth 
clief and ſupply of temporal: wants. 
þ. Faith makes evils tolerable, ſwee- 

encth croſſes, enables to endure afli- 
tons, by afſuring the believer, that in 
hem God offers himſelf as a Father, 
{vill moderate the troke, miniſter ſuſfi- 
inſt {Ficnt ſtrauigth , give an bappy iflue, 
urn them to his/good, by ſetting be- 
ore his eyes fuch a Crown, fuch a 
weight of Glory; with __ the Vight 
| p- 
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and momentany ſufferings of this life, are 


Uſe 1. 


70t worthy to be compared. Now (to knit 
up this reaſon) if there be ſuch neceſſi- 
ty and ule of Faith for Juſtification, 
SanAification, corroboration in holy 
obedience,and in the ſpiritual warfare; 
ſuſtentation and conſolation in affliQi- 
ons,and conſequently.the greater faith, 
the more peace, holineſs, ftrength,com. 
fort in aflitions; who ſecth not, how 
needful it is, that every Chriſtian do 
chiefly, and above all things, deſire the 
accomplifhment of faith. 

This diſcovers, and -reproves a great 
fault in ſome — —Y ayel 
and take pains to increaſC doe, 
forrow for ſin, zeal to ſubdue and 
root out hypocriſie, evil thoughts, and 
Iufts, while the care of growing in Faith 


lies negleRed, or is {uperficially proſe 


cuted, fecondarily . attended. Alas! 
do you not fee (my brethren,” I ſpeak 
to fuch, (whom this point. concerns 
tharthis is to begin at a wrong end, a 
if a man ſhould take Phyſick, or apply 
Medicines: for Stomach, Eyes, Leg, 
Armes, 'and þe careleſs of 'the Vita 

| | Parts, 


Parts, as the Heart.and Liver, or look 
well to the branches. of a Plant, and 
negleRt the root. Aflure your felves, - 
the hand of Satan is in this matter,ho. 
like a moſt ſubtil.cnemy, when he can- 
not.keep. you, now quickned with:the 
life of God, from ſecking grace, :and 
working that which is good, labors. 
that you may ſeek and work prepoſte- 
rouſly (and ſo without ſucceſs or com- 
fort) doing any thing rather than thac 
which chiefly, and above all things 
ſhould be done. 


Wherefore Secondly, let my coun- Uſe 2, 


{el be acceptable to you, as you labor. 
to excel in every gvace, ſo bend, and 
apply your principal endeavours hi- 
ther, that you may flouriſh and abound 
in this Cardinal Grace, this cen- 
Mother of graces, which gives life to 
all other vertucs and duties: if ever you 
have taſted the {weetneſs, and known 
the worth of Faith, ftir,up your fclyes 
with an holy contention, to aſpire after 
a plenitudeof Faith. Why are we ſa ſha- 
ken and diſquieted when troubles, yea, 
rumors of troubles come, fo faint-. 
'L3 hearted 


. *bove allother gracs.. Doftaige 147 


148 Do 14. Deſire perfettion of faith 


hearted or dead in afflitions, ſo op- 
preſſed, ſomictimes with . fears, or 


diftrafted with want of this or that 
earthly bleſſing, ſo weak in fove to 
God, in reſifting our luſts, in holy du- 
ties ? Why is there not(as indeed there 
ſhould) ſuch alight of heavenly joy and 
ſanRity in our lives, as might make the 
men of the world ftard wondring at the 
gory of Chriftianity ? is it not want of 
this great faith , this ſtrong faith the 
Scripture commends ? Let us trace our 
own hearts, and ſearch the matter im- 
partially, and we ſhall find it ro be'to. 
We all defire ftrong bodies , fironp 
houſes, firm evidences, and Writings 
for money or land, and ſhall we con- 
tent bur ſ{elues with a weak and wave- 
ring faith, which will be daſht out of 
countenance with every doubt; not 
taboyr for that ftedfaft and grounded 
affuxance, which 'will minifter 'ronp 
conſolation ? Its a fhame for'us to.be 
babes*infaith, whohave ſo lonp enjoy- 
ed rhe means of faith, We arc how 
nedrer 'our falvation, 'than —_— 

IF _ 'f 


fruitleſs penſiveneſs, ſo burthned, or 
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firſt believed, and therefore ſhould lay 
faſter hold upon eternal life. Little do 
we know what need we ſhall have of 
the trongeſt faith before we die. Sup- 
poſe we ſhould be freed from outward 
trials, the Devil will fiſt and winnow 
us, and when that time comes, the beſt 
of us ſhall find all the faith we have 
gotten, little enough. Beſides, ob the 
benefit of a manly and grown faith / 
Its the crown and glory of a Chrifti- 
anity before Men and Angels, it brings 
a man to know and enjoy a Heaven up- 
on .carth, works for him wonderful 
things, and incredible to reaſon; fills 
the heart with ſuch triumpbant and 
glorious joy in tribulations, as pro- 
pbane men in all their wealth and pro- 
{perity never feel, nor can poſſibly at- 
tain, makes him conquer by ſuffering. 
Wouldft tho gladly be broken-hear- 
ted, humble, patient, heavenly min- 
ded ?_ Let faith have her perfe& work, 
and thou ſhalt be all theſe and more, 
Gods yoke ſhall be ſweet and caſie.to 
thee, thy corruptions, like Davids ene- 
mies,ſhall fall under thy feet, thou ſhalt 
| | L 3 chaſe 


a 
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chaſe/and pur to'flight'armies of temp - 


' tations, and lead fabbiit the roaritig 


E5on” in Triumph, "thou ſhalt behold 
God more neet; -and fee him more 
clearly than many 6:hers ; 'when thou 
art weak thou ſhalt be' ftrong; wheh 
thou art poor; "thou (ſhalt | abound} 
in darkneſs thon ſhalt ſee tighe'; "and 
:n the' ſhadow of. death, find: life eter- 
aal: What could we'want, if we wan: 
ted not Faith ?'how happy might we 
bezif we were rich in Faith ? My extior- 
tation therefore, and earneſt-ſuit' unto 
all Gods people is, and ſhall'be, *riiat 
they would not only ſtrive tp ferret in- 
fidelity our of their hearts, and confirm 
Faith,but teek and reach after the:moſt 
excellent anc-erninenr degree of Fafth,z 
. powerful and-viRorious Feith,c2er yg 
them far above the? World in'#l]. con- 
ditions; and labour by often” chewm? 
patticutar promiſes, and meditatiohVi 
their glorious'hopes,'i by praying ear- 
neſtly wittth@ Apoftles; Lord iac/raf 
Ju#®faith/by edrifidnt hanging por tire 


- breaſts of rhe !Miniſtiq;; 'eombWib roake 


6rd of fgith' with"ar'irager appetite, 
$1643 recei 
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receiving it with application, by kee- 
ping in memory, and revolving the ex- 
perience they have had of Gods Faith- 
ſulneſs and Mercy, by fellowſhip with 
ſtrong and experienced ChriftiMs, ex- 
ereiling Faith in all occurrents,and ſuch 
like holy meanes ; laborl ſay, that the 
{mall grain of Faith, which God hath 
ſown in the ſoil of their Souls, may 
Srow up to a tall Tree, whoſe heighr 
reacheth unto Heaven, full of fair 
leaves nnd ſavoury Fraits, yielding 
ſhade aud ſhelter to many. Bleſſed is 
ke that heareth and keepeth ; for he pro- 
videth well for-his Soul, he ſhall fing, 
when others forrow ; ſtand, when ©6- 
thers ſtagger or fall; the Lord ſhall 
reveal to him the abundance of peace 
and truth. The-Lord give us under ſtan- 
ding in all things, and perſwade our 
hearts to the things which belong to our 
EE, 

Thirdly, 1 gather hence, that Gods 
word doth warrant Chriftians to prize, 
prefer, reſpe& Faith betore all other 
Gifts : which I note, to'let you ſeea 
difference betwixt Apoſtolical and 

L 4 Apo- 
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Uſe 3. 
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Apoſtatical docrine;the fpirit of Paul, 
hd the ſpirit of Papiſts : fot they & 
preſs the dignity of faith, and exto] 
charity and the works of charity far 
above Þ They teach, that the Scrip- 
ture, when it bath to deal with wen faith- Ml 
ful and regenerate, calls not for faith any 
longer, but urgeth good workes: they ill * 
teach, that true righteouſneſs conf), ſfteth i | 
principally in charity *, that charity onely IM 
i the forme-and Queen of vertues , (e- iWll « 
ven of faith, as if one ſhould fay, the if « 
form of juſtice is temperance , an 
habit diſtin fſrom'it ; or motion the ill & 
form of the ſpirirs in our bodies; pro- il 
found learning indeed, by ſome cf their M n 
oWn.men G6: liked : F "they teach, that Il b 
faith doth but oxly diſpoſe us unto jute 0 
Cation, make 114 meet to receive grace,and ll F 
 ebtain Chriſts merits, but charity alone ll a 
fuiicrth uto juſtification , Charity wil Wa 
purge away fm ., aud deliver from the il © 
guilt of acath eternal. Who can en- 
dure to tee the Daughter lift up a- 
bove the Mother, to kear the hand ho- 
noured abovethe heart ? But that ſuch 


Divini ty thould Come from as 
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{hall think it leſs irange, if we do but 
remember two things. | 


0 1. That the Rowan Synagogue is:juſt 
ar MW ſuch a Church, as a Carcaſe isa Man, 
p- Ml and therefore it was meet ſhe ſhould 


b- IM negle& that grace which is the ſpring, 
719 ME and foul of all piety, juſtice, charity 
ey MW What's fitter for a dead Church, 
etb I maintaining a dead Chrift, a dead 
«ly WF Croſs.a dead Word, dead Sacraments, 
(e- WW dead Prayer, a dead Miniſtery, than a 
the Il dead juftice ? : 

an WY 2. That the Pop:fþ Faith is nothing 
the Il elſe, but az aſſent to all ſuch things, as 
ro- Wl the Church propoundeth ont of the word, 
zeir Wl writer or unwritten; which (themſelves 
hat Wl deing witneſſes ) many Cztholicks have, 
-:fi- WW who arc notorious Sinners, Murtherers, 
and 8 Fornicators, Thieves, Drunkards, ; ſuch 
lone x a faith I am ſure may be in the Devil: 
i WW and therefore good reaſon they ſhould 
commend any thing before it. 


If it be objeRted, that our Apoſile ex» ObjeZ. 
preſly. affirmeth love ro be greater than 
faith or hope. 
We i” I an - 
hall 
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Anſw. [ anſwer, his meaning is, that love 
is . more excellent, not ſimply and ab- 
ſolutely,but in ſome reſpeRonly,thatis, 
in regard ofthe manner of working,cx- 
- tent and uſe towards others ; for the 
work of Faith is {ecret in the heart, in- 
vilible; the work of love maniſeſts to o- 
thers,ſenſible; Faith reſpects God one- 
ly, Love ſtretcheth her Armes both to 
God and Man : Faith is profitable only 
to him that hath ir,but Loue ftudys the 
Edification of the Church, and ſpurs 
forward to labor the good of the 
Members thereof, both in Soul and 
Body, which ſeems by the Context to 
be the very thing the Apoſtle intends; 
unleſs you will expound it thus,as ſome 
have done, that in the liſe to come 
there ſhall be far more frequent, con- 
ant andilluftrious uſe and exerciſe of 
Love, becau{e the glorified Saints ſhall 
not be troubled in Heaven about hold- 
ing Faith and Hope as they are inthis 
* World. but wholly taken up with loving 
God. bauing no other work and imploy: 
ment during all ezcrnity, but to folace 


-and g&clight themſclives in the fruition of 
: his 


+ * , %3 : wy het A 
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'e is f aoxfous Preſence, and the lociety of 

d- a bleſſed Angels: 

Ss, We come nowto the laft inftruction, 

- which i is _ | eh aud s 

( ' The perfetting of faith and all other 

N- Gifts bh Eles of, aworkcf Goas Al- Dot, 3. 
0- mighty powe 

\e- 'The bowed of God accompliſheth 


to WF the Belief, as every other grace of the 

nly WM Godly. I join together the general and 

the WW ſpecial from both the clavſes, which | 
urs WF might be handled diftinctly.. Hence is 

the that of the Apoftle, 'T he God of hope ful Ro.1 613 
and you with all peace in believing, that ye 

tto Bi ray abonnd in hope through the power of 

ds: Wl the Holy Ghoſt.So ellewhere. Hu divine » Pet.1.2. 

ome Bl power giveth us all things pertaining to 

ome Vadlineſs The truth is, God himſelf 

con- WM muſt cither do it by his own ſtrong hand 

ſc of MW arid wighty arm; 'or it will never be 

ſhall WU dane. 

old- For Firſt, Therei is ho other cauſe 1» 

this ſl *ble ro produce this eff:ct : -the-means ra. Fe 

wvingſſl without Gods bleſſing and ſpirit brea- 

ploy: WW tiifig\in them,are but a dead found and 

| *an do nothing, both the Minifters la- 

Dours' and” the {uccels 'of them are 

I”; 5! trom 


Reaſ. 2. 


Ofe 1. 


I 156 | Do. IF. _ Gods power pofilleth faith 
from Gods efficacy z Man himlelf, 


though induce with farth,cannot believe 
when and 1o muchas he plealeth, irs not 
in his own power to reſt {o firmly and 
ſtedfaftly upon Gods promites as ; he 
deiireth, and therefore cannot perfett 
his own faith. Alas, how ſhould he? 
when he cannot lhe one hair white or 
black, command one onnce of bodily 
health at his pleaſore, or add one cubit 
to his ſtature. 

Secondly, The enemies which op. 
poſe the growth of faich and holineſs, 
are ſuc'i as cannot be vanquiſhed, but 
by the power of the Omnriipotent Cres- 
tor; natural ignorance and infidelity, 
( degrees of ſpiricual death) cannot be 

=—_ but by the Author of lite; 
hoſe potent and ſubtil fpiritual Wic- 
Kednciſoe cannot be maſtered, but by 
him that is ſtrongeſt, able to rread down 


| Satan under our feer. 


Fir, Then it follows hems, that 
_=_ more 'the beginning , and fi 
working. of Faith, u from Gods power- 
ful effieacy' or effectual power. For its 


2 greater work to give, than to -con- 
ſerve 


h 
if, fl | ſerve life; to kindle or produce fire 


where none was, than to keep it bur- 
ning when it is kindled. If that which is 
leſs, viz. the confummating of faith, 
much more that which is greater. the 
begetting or infuſing of fairh, muſt be 
attributed to the power or God , which 
meets with the Arminiars, reaching, 
that God doth not by his Almighty 
Power bring men to believe, but only 
allure, perſwade, excite, leaving it fill 
in their power, whether they will be- 
lieve or no. But the Prophet Efay 
makes the revelatfon of Gods Arm.to 
be the efficient cauſe of the belicf of 
the Goſpel, and our Apoflle afcribes 
the believing of the Epheſians, to the 
ſame mighty power of God, by which 
he raifed Chrift Jeſus from the dead.ſt 
were well rherefore,they would change 
their minds, or corre their Biblcs. 
Secondly, Tt is may comfort bclie- Uſe 2. 
vers, againft fcar of loſing (or. falling 
from) faith. * The great God, who 
rong in power., who created” all theſe + 
things, bringeth out their hoſt by number, 


- 4nd calieth all by their names,by the great- 


+ ; 4 
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Heb.1 


Pres 


" ; 5 DoR. 15. Geds pow er perfefteth faith. 


neſs of his mi ght, who can do whathe 
will, and hinder what he pleaſcth, who 
never. fainteth :07.6 weary, hath under. 
taken to finiſh their faith by that effe&- 
nal working whereby he ss able to ſubdue 
all things to bimſelf. As ſoon ſhall God 
fail, as the Faith of the Elect uttetly 
fail: till che Almighty be overcome, 
they can never periſh. 


Uſe 3. Thirdly, Believers who complain 


of weakneſs of faith, are here taught to 

_ follow the Lord with importunate and 
carneft, requeſts, that he would by his 
out-Rtretched Army uphold them: in 
believing to the end, and accompliſh 
their faith-by the ſame power whereby 

he firft brought them co Faith. Do 
we ſometimes feel .our ſelves ſo near 
{wouning, that we are ready with Da- 
vid to cry, out, My fleſh and my heart 
Faileth me ? let us cry unto Feſws, the 
2.2. Author . and Finiſher of Faith, that he 
would ftrengthen us, and perfett that 
which be hath wrought in ua ; Let us 
-paſle look up unto him, who #5 the ſtrength of 
35- the children of Iſrael, who gives ſtrength 
to hu people, power to them that are 
faint 


ana all other graces. Do. 15. 
faint, and ts them that have no might 
sncreaſeth ſtrength, let #4 lay hold upon 
his ftrength, who t: the Godof all Power, 
the rock cf our hearts, andof our faith, 


the worker of all our Works in us. and 


for ua, who us able to do exceeding 4- 
bundantly ahove all that we ash or 
think, according to the power that wor- 
keth in uz, to him be glory for ever an 
ever, Amen. | 


*  Fourthly, It ſcemes to me, we may V/e 4. 


rightly conclude from this point, that 
Faith ſhall not ceaſe in the life to come. 
For that which God will accompliſh, 
ſhall not be aboliſhed : elſe God ſhould 
perfect and accompliſh a moſt excel- 
ſent Habit in vain and to no purpoſe, 
which ſtandeth not with his Wiſdom. 
Becauſe the aſſertion may ſeem ſtrange 
and new(though indeed it hath worthy 
Authors) theſe reaſons may further 
confirm it. Bon” 

1.. Were it not harſh and abſurd to 
lay .the glorified Saints have no conft- 
ence in God ? 

2, No 
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2. No Man can doubtthat the ſpi- 
rits of jaſtand perfet Men now in 
Heaven, do believe and wait fer the 
redemption of their bodies 3 therefore 
faith and fight are not fo oppoled, as 


they cannot ſtand together 


3. If there ſhall bea word in Hea- 
ven, then faith; but there ſhall be a 
word, £5: this written or printed Bi 
ble, but the ſubſtance of chat Doarine 
which is contained in the Bible, and 
conſequently, all thoſe Promiſes which 
ſpeak of the Eternity of that glorious 
Eftate reſerved for Believers in Heas 
ven, fhall be written in their hearts, 
So that if any ask, what uſe ſhall there 
be of Faith, when now they enjoy the 
Lords promiſed Salvation. | Anſwer, 
they ſhall believe, that God will per- 
petuat and continue thoſe joys and plea; 
ſures,that bieſſed condition to them for 
ever and ever. 

4+ TI ſuppoſe this is ſound Doct 
rine, (which hath 'hicherto gone fot 
currant among our Divines, unleſs it 
that late Controverſie, whether faip 
or repentance hath precedency 7 


and all other graces. DoR. 15. 1 
have-received ſome affront.) Faith is 
the -root.,, foundation, original of ho- 
lineſs. Doth the rootwither when the 
tree. and branches flouriſh more than 
ever? .5. In the day of Judgment the 
[Lord ſhall pronounce all the fins of the 
rightcous eternally fergiven,& the {en- 
tence o'abſolution & remiſſion ſhall be 
openly and fully declared and confirm- 
ed, as Divines teach. Shall they not be- 
lieve what Chriſt fpeaketh?s. Why may 
we not lay,thatasthe godly in this world 
believe things paſt, as the creation,the 
Incarnation,death, refurectionofChriſt, 
{o ſhall they in the life to come: Thele 
arguments ſway me to this opinion, as 
moſt probable, that Faith in.God is an 
eternal gift,abiding in the Heavens, tho 
fome Operatins of it ſhall ceaſe in 
Heaven, whereof there ſhall be nonum- 
ber. The matter is not of ſuch weight; 
that I would contend with any man a- 
bout it. Let the Prophet judge, and in- 
firuct him better (if he err) who in 
- {points of this nature ſuſpecteth his own 

judgment, as much as any other, and is 
Wmoredefirous to learn than to teach. 
| , M Laftly, 


7 162, DoR. 15. Geds power perfefteth faith 
Laftly, from this inftru&i on its eaſie 
to gather, that we muſt ſeek unto;and 
reſt vupon God, as well for the finiſhing 
as beginning of our ſalvation. Should 
the beginning be Gods work, the ac- 
compliſhment ours, ſo wiſe an Apoftle 
would not have ſpent, nor by his own 
cxample taught us to ſpend ſo many 
prayers for it. This is to be marked as 
meeting with the Papiſts:. they will 
have Godlay the foundation of mans 
ſalvation by Predeftination, redemp- 
tion, free remiſſion of ſins : but after- 
wards they will not be much beholden 
to him - they can now perfect the bull: 
ding themſelves, for they can merit in- 

_ creaſe of juſtice and eternal life, fo that 
in effe they ſay to God, as a man 
{ometimes to his neighbour, when he 
would have this or that work done, 
do but ſet me in, andI ſhall do wclllS { 
enough. But that doQrrine which ſuf- 1 
fereth us not with the Apoftle to pray 
whilewe live, Lord accompliſh in vs, « 
weak and worthleſs Veſſels, by thine 
own power, the work of faith, and all 6 

the good pleaſure of thy goodneſs, 11 t: 
N 1 not 


NT IR Th "IN 
Hot from heaven but from men and the 
Devil. Hitherto we have unfolded the 
ng ſpecial requeſty, which the Apoftle 
Id made unto God for the Theſſalonians: 


C- There' now remaineth only the end 
tle why or for which he thus intercedeth 
wn with God, and moveth him ſor the 
ny forenamed bleſſings, and its double; 


| as x. Principal, reſpe&ing Chriſt. 2. Sub- 
will ordinate, reſpeRing the Theſſalonians 
ans themſelves. 

np- The former is fet down in theſe 
ter- words, [ that the name of our Lord Feſus 
den {RR Chriſf# may be glorified in you] that is, 
wuil- BE that Chrift himfelf by this means may 


t in- be honoured in you; and by you. in this 
that i preſent world. As if he ſhould fay,l do 
man the rather beg theſe things for you, be- 
n he cauſe they mainly tend to the promo- 


one, | ting of the glory of Chriſt among the 

well ſons of men,which thing I am ſure your 

i (uf-[ ſouls carneftly wiſh and deſire. 

prays Obſerve ſrom thele words to inftru- 

n vs, Qtions., | 

thine Firſt, that rhÞ ſcope of Chriſtians muſs Dott. 1. 


be the glorifying of Chriſt. The Apoftle 
teſtifieth of himſelf in another place, 
= A that 


” 164 Do@16. - A Chriſtians ſcope mu#F be , 
Phil.1.20. that' he deſired nothing more - than thi 
Chriſt might be magnified in hs frail body, 
whether by life or deathy; and profeſleth, 
that he made this the only end of his 
" life, the mark at which he aimed in his 
whole Miniſtry, all his ations and 
paſſions, to bring glory toChrift. For | 
fo [ expound thote words, for to me to | 
live ts Chriſt , and generally,of all true 
helievers he ſaith elſewhere, Whether 
we live.we live wito the Lord, or whether 
we die, we die nnto the Lord. And good 
reaſon, For 


Rea. 1. Firſt, Chrift is the Author both of | 
their being and conſervation. - From I 


him they have [| ſe and ſuftentation, na- þ 
RY tural and ſpiritual. For by him all things 
vi. 112 werecreated: do ſubliſt, and are uphol- 
den by the word of his power, he gives 
. unto-every Man that comes into' the 
World @ reaſonable ſoul, he quickens 
. _— the ele ny eds them with | 
1Co7.1-2. ozs own fleſh and bloud, preſerveth, ſta- 
3 C0517. res fo —_ w_ — | 
work, holds them- in Wis hand, Cup: | 
ports them by -his 8race, as the High Þ 

Prieft the names of 1/rael on his =—_ 
ers: 


ders :without him we have nothing,caz- 
do nothing, would return” to nothing. 
Therefore nothing is more meet than 
that Chriftians ſhould wholly addi& 
themſelves to his glory. - 


Secondly, conſider the ſeveral rela- Reaſe 2, 


tions of Chriſt unto Chriſtians. ls he 
not their Husband ? aſt not, all Wives 
give honour to their Husbanas ? |s he 
not their King, yea the King of glory ? 
are not {ubjetts bound ts honour their 
King ? Is he not their Lord and Ma- 
ter ? ought nor ſervants to count their 
maſters worthy all hanour ? Laſtly, he 


® is their dear Redeemer, who willing- 


ly diſrobed and emptied himſelf of his 
regal glory, and put on the homely 
mantle of humane fleſh, that he might 
ranſom them with the price of his 6wn 
bloud ? Therefore they, owe them- 
{elves wholly to him, and ftand obliged 
to glorifie him in ſoul and body, whoſe 
they are both in ſoul and body. For to this 
end (ſaith the Apoſtle)  Chri/t died for 


them, that they ſhould not benceforth live 1C9.6.20. 


to themſelves. but to him that died for 
them; Hence the living Creatures are 
M3 brought 


6 the glorifying of Chrif. Do&:. 16, 165 , 
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Reaf.z. 


Uſe 1. 


' them,and from Chriſt they expect far 


brought in, ſaying with a loud voice, 
worthy a the Lamb that was ſlain, to re- 
ceive honour,glory and bleſſing. | 
Thirdly, its no {mall honour which 
through Chriſt is already put upon 


greater in the next life. They are now 
partakersofa glorious adoption,a glo- 
rious ſhining righteouſnels, glorious 
graces, glorious joys, they arc called 
ro glory, and wait for a richly R_ 


_ inherirance,an eternal weight of glory 


: 
to be conferred upon them by Chrift, 1 
Now ſhall not thote that have and look F 
to receive fo great glory from Chriſt, I + 
endeavour fo to liveas Chrift may have Il « 
olory fromthem? s 
But alas, how few will be able to9 c 
Rand, if they be judged by this dot- I d 
rine 5 How many who call themſelves I c: 
Chriſtians, will -be found lighrer than Il h 
vanity, liars againſt the truth ? Firit, I n' 
many propound to themletves no otber ill w 
end of living here but hoording vp rich- Wl 4 
es, building their nefts on high, ſerving BI tu 
tneir belies, 'waliomwing in pleatures, Wl w 
enjoying honours. The glory of Chriſt Iſl 
(their 


(their conſciences being witneſſes)is no 
more thought on or remembred,than if 
Chriſt had never bin, ofall other things 
this hath never troubled their heads. 
Wel,ifChriſt had ever viſited thele men 
with the light of life, and by his ſpirit 
ſent joyful ridings of ſalvation to their 
ſpirits,it would be otherwiſe with them. 
Never did man truly know Chrift, 
and what Chriſt hath done for his 
foul, but was much taken up and 
tranſported in muſing, deviſing, defi- 
ring to glorific him. Be nor deceived, 
if the Lords honour be a ſtranger in 
your minds, memories, intentions, 
endeavours,you are indarknels til this 
preſent, and cannot be aſſured to your 
comfort, that you have part in the ro- 
demption which. is in Chrift Jefus. Se- 
condly, do not many live as if the 
had been made or born to the diſhe- 
nour of Chriſt? As 1. our idolaters, 
who more ſtupid than the old Egyprz- 
ans, give the glory. of Chrift to crea- 
tures, to their own works, to the 
works of the Painter, Carver, Baker. 
| fear theſe prand thieves are long 
4 incg 
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163 Do. 16: A Cori#tians ſcope muſt be 
ſince paſt ſhame and grace too. There- 

| fore the Lord Jeſus requires at their 

hands the reftitution of that honour 

which moſt ſacrilegiouſly, contrary to 

his crown and Cignity,they have robb'd 

him of. 2 Our prophane ſwearers,wha 

rear the glorious name of Chriff, or 

rols his Titles unreverently in thei, 
Mouths; theſe honour him, ag. the 

Fews did when they ſpitted on him, 

3. Ail contemners of Chriſts ordinanceg 

and 1-rvants,who {hall one day find that 
whatſoever is done to things or perlong 

bearing bis Name, Jeſus Chriſt will take 

it and revenge 1t as cone to himlelf, 

4 All wicked livers, whoſe ungodly 

Jam. 2, 7, works cauſe that worthy Name by which 
| we are called, to be blaſphemed in tht 
world, We ſhall ſometimes hear 

them detcſt and curle both Turk. and 

Pope, for periecuting if with the fword, 

when themſelves: ( like arrant hypo- 
crites in whom the love of Chrift dwel-! 

icth not) tread it under foor by ther! 

curſed and moſt abominable liccntioal? 

neſs. | 

Uſe :. Secondly, Let” all the 1.ords people 
{t udy 


the glorifying of Chriſt. Dof.16. 169 
ftudy in all things and by all means to 
$lorifie Chrift Jeſus. Let his honour be 
Oearer to us than all things. For this 
Cauſe were we redeemed f, called ,Fl\43.21, 
quickened, thet. we ſhould thew forth 
his praiſe. I: ie to Lis glory. Do not 
maſters ! ok their ſervaſtts ſhould be 
Fa credit co them ? The Angels of Hea» 
ven nave no more noble imployment 
than to ſerve and honour the Son«of- 
God. The Father hath committed to 
the Son the government of all things, 
T hat all men might honour the Son, as | 
they honour the Father, If any deſire di- Joh. $.24+.. 
recticn for the praftice of this moſt ne- 
ceſlary leflon, know that we muſt glo- 
rifie the Name of Chrift, both inward- 
y and outwarly.  Inwardly in ſpirit 
and aftection. 1. By ftirring up and 
cheriſhing in our minds honourable 
thoughts of Chriſt, an high eſtecm of _ 
im and his excellency, of that incom- 
parable goodneſs and power which he - 
eweth in leading us to ſalvation, 
2, By bel:eving againſt hope and rea- 
on, truſting on his grace, and caſting 
ur {elves willy up. iiim, in- wane 
Y 
4b 
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of fecling, and when all things ſeemto ll 1 
be againſt us. 3. By intending his ho. I | 
nour in every thing, making it the Ml | 
inark at which we ſhoot, and if we ff 1 
cannot be fo happy, as at all times it ſv 
find, that this is the end which beiore ll p 
every action firſt comes to our minds, a 
and ſenſibly moves our wills, yet muſt i v 
we ftrive to find in our ſelves after the ſl ti 
aQion, an high prizing, and earneſt iſh vx 


thirſtiag after his glory, far above all Mt! 
our own good, temporal and eternal. Wi 
4, By grieving heartily to ſce, or hear Wi 
him dithonoured by falſe worſhippers, 
falſe teachers, carnal Chriſtians. 5.By 
3 often calling upon our hearts to ad- 
E mire and rejoyce in him, more than all 
other things. Outwardly,both in word 
and work. Inword; 1, By aſcribing 
the whole glory of our ſalvation to hin 
only. 2. Spzaking of him, and uſing 
all his Names and Titles with ſuch re- 
verence, as beſcems fo great a Lord. 
3. Continual praiſing him for his mer: 
cy and truth towards us, for the things 
he hath wrought, daily worketh, and 
will hereafter work for us, ſpeaking 
much 


muc'1 good of him before others, tel- 
ling them what a wiſe , powerful, 
he = bountiful Lord we ferve. 4. Confeſ- 
we Il ſing him boldly before the ſons of Men, 
io  vindicating and maintaining by our A- 
re | pologies his cauſe and truth when they 
ds, © are oppoled and ſpoken againft. In 
uſt Wl work and converſation ; 1. By ybmit- 
the Il ting our felves to the direiolf of his 
eſt MW word in all things, enterprizing no- 
all MW thing without leave or warrant from 
"al. WM nim. 2. By a godly life and fruitfulnefs 
car [Wn a Chriſtian courſe. 3. By upholding 
ers, Mand ſetting forward his Gofpel to the 
By Mutmoſt of his power. For the Goſpel 
ad- Mis Chriſts chariot, wherein he rideth 
all Mehrough the world, to conquer his ene- 


ord Mmies, and gather his Church; if the 
ing MGoſpel run' and prevail, his glory 
him {Wis infarged : if the Goſpel be Rlopped, 
ſing his glory is hindred. 4. By willing un- 
re- Meergoing any thing for his ſake. Theſe 
2rd. Mare the things which we muſt remember 


and do, that Chriſt ma y be glorified m 


4; inthe doing of which we ſhall not 
and We 2 little helped, by accuſtomins our 
king Wl elves every day, yea often in the day 
nuch Hy to 
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| 172 Dot. 17 Good men deſire that the Lg 


to call our own hearts to account, and 
enquire,what glory hath redounded to 
Chrift this day, this hour, from my 
thoughts, my ſpeeches, my actions, 
that ſo far as we find our elves bar: 
ren and defective this way,we may take 
ſhame to our ſelves, and turning our 
feet into the way of Gods teſtimonies, 
with wed care, and redoub:ed re. 
ſolution,fet upon this greateſt and moſt 
honourable Work of honouring the 
Lord. — 

Secondly, obſerve, that 4 good Cr. 
ftian deſires the Lord may be glorified by 
others... A good man is not contentto 
honour God in his own perſon, bu 
he heartily wiſheth, and prayeth that 
others may do it as well as himfelf.$ 
did David, Pſa.67.3,4.and Paul, Eh, 
3.21. For, 

Firſ/, The zeal of God burns in hi 
breaft, the love of Chriſt conſtrains 
him, he knows that God moſt highl 
eſtcemes ard loves his own glory, 
that this being the laſt end of all hi 
couniels and works, muft needs be 
more worthy and excellent than al 
cres- 


Lord 


and 
d to 
wy 
Ons, 
bar- 


cellent and matchleſs a gain; and con- 


may be glorified by others. Do. 7. 193 OY 
creatures; in regeneration he puts on 
the image of God, by which he 1s in- 
clined and enabled to wil} what God 
wilieth, to love what the Lord loverts, 
and inthe ſame manner, ( according to , 
his meaſure ) * therefore he cannot but 
deſire the inlargement of his glory- in 
the world, and the communication of | 
that grace to many, by which rhey may - 4 
be effeually taught and moved to glo- 
rifle him. ; $654k 

Secondly, He loves the ſouls of men, Reaf.'2. 
and heartily defires their welfare, tem- 
poral, eternal, 'now he knows that 
this task of glorifying God, is both at, 
tended with much preſent ſweetneſs 
and comfort, and will certainly bring 
a moſt glorious reward, life everlaſting, 
Wherefore that Chriſtian love of o- 
thers,which the Holy Ghoſt hath kind- , 
led in his heart,takes him ſeriouſly de- 
fire; that they 'may be ſharers in ſo ex- 


tequently join with him in the means 
leading to it,namely,the ſtudy and care 
of honouring the Lord, 

Firſt, 


174 Dot. 17. Good men deſire that the Lorg 


_ Firſt, then this reproves two ſorts; 
1. Thoſe that hinder and deter me 
from glorifying God, ſuch I mean, 
who diſcerning in others holy for- 
wardnelſs in religion, love of godli 
neſs and godly perſonsy tendernels of 
con{cierice, care to depart from evil, 
and .ſhun the 1ſociety of. ſinners, ſnub 
. ad diſcourage theta by threatnings, re- 
proaches, commandments , puniſh- 
ments. This is a fearful thing, though 
men ſee it not ; its manifeſt fighting z- 
oainſt God, and playing the part ol E- 
lymas, who is therefore called the child 
of the Devil,and an enemy to all righteous: 
zeſs. Judge in your ſelves, can hebc 
the child of God, who neither give: 
him his due honour, nor ſuffers then 
that would? As we ſtand affeed tothe 
glouy of God, and the means of it, fo 
are we affeted towards God himlell, 
He that cannot endure the light ofpic- 
ty in the life of his child, ſervant, kinl- 
man, neighbour, by which God is glo- 
rified, would baniſh God out of the 
world, ifit were in his power, He hy 
R 


- may bs | glorified by others. Do&. 15. 


deſtroysthe Temple of God, him ſhall God 
deftroy : he that quencherh che fire of 
Gods grace in others, ithall burn in 
the fire nevar to be quenched. 2. Thofe 


that draw or thruſt others forward to, 


ſuch courſes, as diſhonour God, pro- 
voke and perſwade them to {wearing, 
riot, drunkenneſs, wantonnets , re- 
venge, &c. for ſhame Jet not ſuch men 
any longer call themſelves tons and 
ſervants of the living God. Should I 
hear a man in ſecret conference with 
another, command or .councel him to 
{et a fire on his neighbours Corn 


Barn or Dwelling houſe, might4 not 


ſafely conclude, * this is no friend , 
but a very dangerous and bitter 
cnemy of his neighbour? Is it not ec- 
nough that by thy perſonal fins 
thou fretteſt, yea breakeſt the very heart 
of God every hour, except allo thou 
hire and procure helpers, as if thou 
couldft not eaſily fſatisfie thy felf: in 
heaping injuries - upon him, and 
loading him with contumelies ? Tell 
me vile hell-hound, do men jhus to 
cheir 


1C0.3.17. . 


"Do. 17. Good men defire that the Loy, 
Firſt, then this reproves two ſorts; 

1. Thoſe that hinder and deter m@ 
from gloriſying God, ſuch 1 mean, 
who diſcerning in others holy for. 
wardneſs in religion, love of godli 
neſs and godly perſonsy tendernels of 
conlcierice, care to depart from evil, 
and . ſhun the ſociety of. ſinners, ſnub 
. ad difcourage theta by threatnings, re 
proaches, commandments , puniſh- 

ments. This is a fearful thing, though 

men ſec it not ; its manifeſt fighting - 

]ainſt God, and playing the part of E 

lymas, who is therefore called the child 

of the Devil,and an enemy to all rightea 

eſs. Judge in your ſelves, can hehe 

the child of God, who acither give 

him his due honour, nor ſuffers then 

that would? As we ſtand affeted tothe 

glouy of God, and the means of it, { 

are we affected towards God hirmlell, 

He that cannot endure the light ofpic 

ty in the life of his child, ſervant, kinl- 

man, neighbour, by which God is glo 

rified, would baniſh God out of the 

world, ifit were in his power, He yy: 

, 
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''' may bs glorified by others. DoRe. 1+, 
deſtroysthe Temple of God, him: ſhall God 
deſtroy + he that quencheth che fre of 
Gods grace in others, ihall burn in 
the fire nevar to be quenchcd. 2. Thofe 


that draw or thruſt others forward to 


ſueh courſes, as diſhonour God, pro- 
voke and per{wade them to {wearing, 
riot, drunkenneſs, wantonnets , . re- 
venge, &c. for ſhame Jet not luch-men 
any longer call themſelves tons and 
ſervants of the living God. Should I 
hear a man in ſecret conference with 
another, command or councel him to 
ſet a fire on his neighbours Corn 
Barn or Dwelling houtfc, might not 
ſafely conclude, © this is no friend , 
but a very dangerous and bitter 
enemy of his neighbour? Is it not e- 
nough that by thy perſonal fins 
thou fretteſt, yea breakeſt the very heart 
of God every hour, except allo thou 
hire and procure helpers, as if thou 
couldft not eaſily fatisfie thy ſelf: in 
heaping injuries - upon him , and 
loading him with contumelies? Tell 
me vile hell-hound, do men thus to 

cheir 


4. 


1C0.3.17. , 


175 Dott.r7. Good men deſire that the Lord” 
their friends? Go now, and if thay. 
haſt loft all forehead, deny thy ſelf to; 
be the Lords enemy.I tell thee thou art 
a flat hater of the holy One of 7/7ael,or: 
the Devil is none. : 

Secondly, by this doctrine we may 
examine our ſelves, and judge what: 
manner of Chriſtians we are. Doth it 
ſting, yea cut thee to the heart, to lee 
Chrift ſo ſlenderly known and honou- 
red in the world, ſo. many profeſſing 
him, who in their works deny him 
calling him, Lord, Lord,when by their 
lives he is blaſphemed ? Doth it grieve 
thee to ſee, that inevery place where 
thou commeſt, the moſt are no better 
than. walking tombs , moving ſfepuk 
chers, unmeet for the Lords ule and 
ſervice? Do thele things lye nearer 
thy heart than thy perſonal croſſes and 
injuries ? Canft thou pour ont prayers 
even as for thine own ſoul, for thoſe 
who belonging to God, run forward 
in. wickedneſs, that they may be re+ 
claimed to'glorifie himin theday of vis 
ſitation, and for the called, that: they 

may 
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my be glorified by otheri. DoR. 17. x 


ay be made more Zcalous of his glo- 
'þ ſhew forth the vertues of hin, who 
ath brought them out of derkgeſs into his 

arvellow light ? Anfyer mezis it thus 
ith chee ? no doubt a portion of Pauls 
irit reffs upon thee. But ifthe ſpiri- 
al condition of others affe& thee 
ot, if thy ſpirit be not flirred, when the 
rd Jeſus is crucified afreſh by Oaths 
id blaſphemies, his Sabbaths pollu- 
d, his wbrd defpiſed,if thy heart tells 

cc thou careft but little what become * 

f Gods glory, how often or by whom 
e be wronged, 10 thy ſelf be not tou- 
hed, what become of other mens ſouls, 
hether they ſink or ſwim, if' theſe 


hings wiltig* no ki pron prayeas from 


hee iti ſecret,thou 
ve, thon art dea 
THY, here i is matter of inftry&i- vc * 
. Welcc here wha Re the reaſon why 
egodly deſire and ſeek the Refornia-. 
jon of finners. You ſhall ſometimes 
car a wicked fellow, if a ſervant of 
6d, but reach him the helping hand 
f Chriſtian admgnitjon, © to "pol him 
out 


hot baſt a name to 


DoR, 17. Good men deſire that the Lord © 
out. of his fin, fall a fuming and exclai- | 
ming, what hath. he to do with we, ler 
him look. to himſelf, he. #5. more, buſie 
than« needs , he ſhall 78t nſwer . for 
me, &c. But ſtay, a little,as p nhl laid 
to EliabgIs.there net acauſe ? Thy bro- 
ther hath received mercy. from the 
Lord, and therefore cannot but. ſhew 
mercy to thy ſoul : grace hath kindled 
in his boſom a defire of thy good, ſor- 
bid him not _to ſpeak, when the Lord 
hath bidden him. He knows that as 
God is by thy fin diſhonoured , ſo, by 
thy repentance hewoule be greatly ho- 
noured,ane that if Chrift have notglo- 
ry now. by thy converſion and obcdi 
ence, he will get himſelf gfory, in thy 
confuſion. Hence itis that he callet 
upon thee to renounce the works. of 


the fleſh. 'Canft thou blame him? 
Is it not a bent part to. bg; angry 
= Hinlatth. ih ili idol : 6 ivbr. gy d. 
with him that world. gladly haye thy 
company to heaven ? .if thou ſtormel 


againſt thoſe, who wiſh thee in as hap 
py a caſcas their own ſouls; what wil 
thgu doto thihe enemies? 


Thy 


 mitybe glorified by others. Doct*1 7. ECM 
This ſerveth laftly for exhorration, to Uſe 4 


ſir us all up ; as we would prove out 
ſelics right Cliriftians', by all good 


- mieans within our power to endeavour, 
of that others may ſet forth the Lords 
d | Slory. 'Let us begin with thoſe that are 
0o- i under our charge, br neareft unto us, 
ie WE and then extend our care to fuchas oc- 
"7 caſionally we converſe and meet with, 


teaching them who and what'a bne 
a God is, and \what he requireth of us, 
thatwemay honour him, warning them 
of ſuch things by which he is or might 


IB be difhonourcd in them, labouring 
0- their converſion and tranffation into 
20 Chrifts Kingdom (becauſe till they be 
di- 


| truly turned,” rhey can” never "rightly 
thy plorific him, and multitude of ſubjects 5 
Ich a Kings ylory) at leaft reftraining them 

S. of from - opep profanation, of his name. 
im! How do the followets of noble Perſo- 
gry nages' deſtir, themfelves * that their 


thy Lords'may have honourable reſpect ir 
mek eve - place where they come ? What 
ap- child defires'not to ſee his father very 


with wealthy? TheLord pive usſuch minds 
2 and 


Jo Dott. 18. .1beythar giorejie (OX 74 

| and hearrs toward our heavenly father 
* The ſecond end, reſpeR ing the Theſ- 
ſalonians follow eth \which is 1 propout- 
ded, 2 amplified from the cauſe of it, 
propounded thus, Land yein bim]that is, 
and ye thus living to bis glory ,may be 


olorificd inand through the Lord Jeſus. 

Obſerve hence only ons inſtruQion, 
that, 

The which lor inCbriſt;ſpadl he gfe 
rified - and Th Sri, Row. 8.17, 2 
Tim. 2. 12. For rk t, God is z, bounti- 
ful rewarder of all diligen _ faith- 
ful ſervants of his moſt, beJovgd Son. 
Seceondly, the memhers mult follqw and 
be ou to en rel Now Ehrift 
the hcad of beliFyers bed bis TH 


ther report earth, and w na del 
rified with that glory oy 


e. 
wo father before, the world. rw noe? 
5 


the faithful, ſhall the. # Ways 
that is, aftcr they Fare fpjſhed theix 
courſe of obedience, in dowg and, ſuf: 
ſering to, the glory. of.,Chy ,-they 


{hall be. "received tq .the. glory of 
Chiift *h 4 the. F Father, 


'T bs bo Oh 


Iv, At mn ”", 5  ©& Yo I. EEE 


% 0 ht 


Lo Ss > QI 


N 


| the Lord be 


| nour bim. 


hidden an 


ſhalt be ghoifitd with bis. DoBt. 18, 181 


glorifying the godly, Chriſt glorif-. 
eth himſelf. Relatives mutually give. 
and receive honour. The nobility, 
beauty, bravery, diſcretion of a wite 
is-an honour to the husband, and the 


oloty of the ſpouſe of Chriſt, ſhall ſet 


U forth and illuftrate the glory 'of Chriſt. 


If any ask, what i this, glory which 
owe 1 wpon his Saints that ha- — 


anſiver : Its cither preſent or fu- Anſw. 


I ture. Preſent in this world,a preamble 
; to that akich hs ' 


ll follow in the next, is 
re gon and manifeft,o or More, 

cret. More manifeſt, is, 
Tie them ſome great and 


either m9! 


when 


| famous eliverance, or lifts | them from 


a baſe and mean ondition,, to. places 
of digoity,. or plea LON to be highly 
reverenced, and had in precious SNEY 
eycn amonglt thoſe who. arc FA a diffe- 
rent religion, and coptrary diſpoſition. 
7ofeph had great glory in the. priams 
CO & n= very gre feghe - Geeage Jo 
Pharoahs er Vents, the 

g. ) Davic _ in Bak pp 


Idd.221 
N 3 Hordecat . $ 
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4 192 Dot. 18, Hh that SAM 4.48 


ling them ahir Sir Pol no pee in the 
world ire'in an happy cltate, and i 

_ tho way of life, Whenceit is that "if 

"times we have known Mockers and 

pore Enernies ' of Gods Servants 


Tyree im or- 
rant —__ hy the « nrit of glo- 
ry reſts upor 'thiis, which Favleth the 
face to'ſhine, ind imprints rhat Majeſty. 
inthe countenance ar <6ivg erlation, 

which makes their" perſons* no Teſs ve- 
nerable and'terrible.to; ihite 'thathate 
then,” than amiable.to. thofe tharlove: 
then, *  Futofc 5s that. wherewirh they 
ſhall be raged: in,'the 1ik 14 to cone 
when' evety faichful': perfor {hall be if 
--* cloathed In toul-ahd bob (es ra top to| 
cor, with Atl, gory as aule 5 | 
niration | 


A 


14ll be glorified with him. TJoct. 19. 
miration in men and Angels, and dwell 

for ever with moſt glorious company, 
ina moft glorious Manſion, of which 


- particulars I think it not fit to treat 
& largely in this place, it ſhall ſuffice brief- 


ly to haye.pamed thew,becauſe [ haften 
©0 an. end, | 


= Firſt, Thea it follows hence, by.the U/e 1. 
& ale of contraries, that the end of. all 


ſuch as. either oppugne the glory: of 


% Chrift, or wholly neglefting it, huot 
© and hawk.aſter the glory, of the World, 


' ſhall be ſhame and confuſion. -Think © 


on this, .ye proud. vain-glorious meh, 


| who leave no ftone.un.moyed, that yau 


may magnifie yeur ſolves, whole only 
udy and ftrife is ro dimb tothe height 
of carthly greatneſs,. but if the.name 
of Chriſt lie inglorious in the duſt, will 
not wag a tongue,ſtir a hand or foot to 
lifr itup. Think on. this ye perſecu- 
tors of Chriffs truth, ways, ſincere ſer- 
vants, ponder it Hetimes, and believe 
before you feel. Though your excellency 
mount up to Heauen,,and your. fame 
reach,. unto the ends;: of the Earth, 
N 4 though 


134 Do. 18.T hey that glorific Ciriſt ſhal be 
© "though all movths ſhould bleſs you, 
all tongues extol you to the skies, and 

all knees bow unto you. yet ſhall you pe- 

riſh like your own dung leave your name; 

4 a curſe, which religiops poſterity 

ſhall abhor and deteſt as the” ſmoke of 

a dunghil, or ftink of a carcafe, and 
inthe day ofthe Lord. if not inthis life, 

be brought to a ſhameful ruine, and 
clothed with ignominy never to be re- 

= 

 Secoxdly, This muft comfort us a- 

ainft the ſhame of the world, and en- 
cqurapge vs patiently to bear the re- 
proach of Chriſt: Are we ſcoffed at,rc 

viled, flandered by wicked tongues, 0- 
verwhelmed with calumnics and indig- 
ities, becaufe we are zealous for the 
Lord Jeſus, ih& dd the things are ples: 
fing in his ſight ? ' remember the time 
will come, when Chrift ſhall abolith 
our ſhame; and deck us with his' own 
gry, when both ovir perſons & names, 
"Fall ſhine as tlie Stain his brightneſs. 
-Do the children of this world diſgrace 
os? Chrift willh6nour vs. Db we loſe 


our 


glorified by and with him. DoR. 18. 
our credit with men for ſubmitting to 
Chriſts Laws'? We ſhall recover it 
with advantape, when Chriſt ſhall ad- 
mit us to ſociety in his own happineſs, 

* 7ocat.to drink, and reign With hins in his 
mV =_ Co. | 
* Laftly, this ſhould admoniſh and U/ ,. 
E provoke us, if we deſire never-fading * 
| olory, to be fiudious and zealous of 
Chrifts glory. He that will neple& 
| himſelf and all things for honouring 
2>Chrift, ſhall never want true honour, 
tho the world think this the high way 
to ſhame and diſhonour. Here is a let- 
Jon for all ambitious ſpirits,thirſting af- 
ter renown. Lo this is the path lez- 
Ging to the temple of honour. O ye 
ons of the mighty, the way to be 
Famous and glorious, is doing homage 
to the Son! of God. - Ex-ile him in 
your hearts, houſes, dominions, and he 
ſhall promote you to greateſt dignity. 
Advance him by your Councils.\words, 
Authority, and he ſhall advance you; 
ſea , make you an eternal excellency.” 
lonour hit 'in his ordinances, mini- - 
onnabs ER orwnney flere, 


oy DoX.18. They that glorifit Corif ſhal 


 niſters, members, and he ſhall mak 
you high in name, in grace and in ho- 
1Sam. 7.9, Nour. T be zeal of Gods houſe conſumed 
David,aud God made hin 4 great name, 
like unto the name of the greateſt men if 
the earth, Do not think that pomp and 
Bravery, Wit and Policy, Worldly 
wealth,preferment, and power of com- |! 
manding many, ſumptuons buildings, i 
ſtately tombes and monuments, much 
leſs cruelty. and tyranny, ſhall immor: 
talize your names - no, No, irs bleſſed 
conformity to Chriſc in true ſpiritual 
purity, hearty ſubjeRion to his govery 
ment, and. down-right. reſolution for 
his cauſe, which ſhall embalm and en: 
blemiſh your memorials, that children 
unborn may admire the. fragrancy and 
ſplendor 'of them, and. at laſt ſet ups! 
your head an immareſcible crown of 
glory. Be Trrong therefore and do 
it, for if you deſpiſe. and pollute the 
Name of the Lord Jcſps, .know fora 
certain, _that he will expoſe your 
names to contempt, and make ns 
De.19.20, 2mory rot, If rau tranſoreſs againſt th Lad 


elorifedly, and with hin Do. 13. ly 4 


Lord, it ſpall 1.0 be for your honour : the 
zed of evil doers ſhall never he re: owned, 
the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 32. 
E The cauſe of this glory remaineth 1 in 
Whe laſt words, [accordin to the race of 
ur God and of the Lord Feſm Chriſt, 
"| c mcaningis, the which glory cometh. 
8nd ſhall, be beſtowed upon you (0 
Theſſalonians) and all. other belicvers, 
Wrom' the free favour and Kindneſs of 
God, and that unſpeakable love of. 
{» rift the Mediator,- whichhe ſhewed, 
gn giving himſelf for us, that he might. 
bring vs-to the glory of, the Father, and 
hrough, whom all 5h ces of that. 
ternal grace of 'God Tin derived and 
aniveyel unto us. Obſerye hence only, 
this inftruction : 
 Hyavenly glory % from Gods meer DoBt, 
grace. Te are ſaved by; (£7.46. 1t is your fe 
FR: good hlea(wre to giye -yo# the kore- 
dow. ; Where. good plealure ſigni 
the meer Ipving Nindnefs of God, = a; 
Feſure contelſcth againſt himſelf, Ifups, 
pole... Other PR. we ſhall ſee after- 
wards. For, | Dy 
Ea F ir$t, 


= Do. is uct y gloryie TY 

Firſt, Predeftinarian 1to gloty id tmeerly 
from race, (this ; a Papi pi wil not deny) 
therefore i jduKion int glory is hank! 

from ow The -conſequence i 
Hoo For firlt, no man can properly he 

d to be freely Roſh to 4 place of F'V! 

dignity, for NM e pays tiwectly E& 
we ſay) th he procurtth by hi 
own mnony. Election to life is not whol- 
ly of grace, if collation of life be nat 
wholly from grace. 2. The root isthe 
cauſe of the ſeveral branches that groy 
outof the ſtock, as well as of the ftockit 
felf. Grate is the y e xoot, Predeftination 
che ſtock, Whereſore grace hath noel 
s Trroke in -alt lubſcqueht -benehs, 
whereof glorification i is otie,thanir an pre: 
deſtination. | 

Secondly, Lifs eternal is: an on 
| dies following adop tion) , hilds 
portion, y6a'f{uch ah HOLY ance, 35 
s2FHegned by Tor, like the feveral ſeats 
ofthe Trioes of /74cl in the ſand of Ci 
#441; and therefore (as antiquity did 
hefice truly gather ) comes not by 
tiumanc acquiſition, but Gods gratiobs 
difpoficion and donation. R 

Thirdly, 


' Gods meer goedroli." Dot. 19, 189, | 


Thirdly, Whatſocver: isprocured for 
us by Chriſt, and given -/us/for Chrite, 
is from grace. For that which is the 

aulc of giving Chriſt, muſt. needs be 

the cavie of giving all: the riches of 
hriſt, which cannotde ſeparated from 
M@inſclf, and Chritt cannot make an um- 
 'Herte& purchaſe. But we attain life er 
. ge rnal by and for Chriſt, he hath procu- 
Wd it ſor his Members, he is giver to 
em tobe their redemption as well as 
ghteonſueſs and ſantt; fication, he 1s our 

fe, our hope, onr hope of glory, through 

Ws righteonſneſs we continue to reign 3t 

fe, by hu blond we bawe liberty toexter 

0 the holieſt, Hence we axc1aid here 

d cl{ewhere to be ſaved by the grace 

r Lord Feſma Chriſk. if the purchal 

already made by one ſo ſufficient, 

Tre. remaineth nothing ſor us to do, 

t thankfully to receive what the grace 

God isready to beſtow, 

Foxrthly, Holinets is the beginning 

lory, they differ not in kind, bur 

jegree, holineſs is glory inchoate; 
ry is holineſs perfedted, Now _— 
neſs 


os Do&. 19 Heavenly gleryis from 
nels begun: in- regeneration,” is from 
grace } if Gods grace give the'entrance 
into glory,why not Fe ro us Con- 
Oy BY ; | 


: It may be 2bjeRted; life denials 7s ol 
inflice, becauſe purchaſed b ') on 


fo re not grace, 


[The moſt commen ani eeteived a 
fweri is, its from-both in divers reſpeds 
From juſtice; xf we look at Chrift, be 
cauſe he payed-dear for it © from prac 
in reſpec: of us, who bring -nochingl 
our own falvation.But others lay thi 
Chriſts ſavisfacion,. or the price oft 
demption: which be paid,- doth notb0 
life. at the hahd of juſtice;but rem 
the bar which-juftice had: pur intot 
door. of Gods-ſtorehouſe, 'the wii 
being taken away, grace hath full pt 
erto beſtow ſalvation,which defore! 
had::not: 5:'They-' explain themſc 
thus: God : out: of. meet grace 
pointed ſome; to -life,: i) Theſe | 


JOTee thertfelves with--'fin ;- wh 
g 
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upon juftice ſtepping forth, puts a 

caution into the Court of Mercy, I 

will and muſt be ſatisfied, before Man 

ſhall ſec life and happineſs. Chriſt 

comes and pives full contentment to 

| juſtice , whereupon grace may now 

& freely go forward with her dole, and 

© finiſh the work ſhe had intended and 

begun- The ſumme is; Chrifts fatif- 

fatory obedience doth not put fal- 

| vation into the hands of Juftice to 

| beftow, but enables grace to beftow 

| it, juſtice not gain ſaying. Let him 

| that readeth, chuſe whether of thele 

anſwers he liketh better, or judge, 

if he be able, whether is the lound- 
der. 


This fighteth againſt that deviſiſh 
doQrine of. Papiſts, which ſaith, hea- 
venly happineſs is not to be expeted 
as an inheritance, but won and pro- 
cured by our merits, and conſequently 
comes not from grace, but mew jo- 

ice © 
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Rice. So that if Paul were alive again, 
the 1ralian Idol ( I mean the preat 
Bridgc-maker of 7ome, the Porter of 
the bottomleſs pit ) would compel 
him to change his ſtile, or clſe anahe- 
matizc him, andmak<ea bon- fire of his 
bones. Were there no other difference 
betwixt us and the Romzarniſts, this a- 
Tone isa ſufficient cauſe why we ſhould 
abhor them, and damn their Dot. WY 
rine to the bottome of Hell, unleſs | 
we will be Ttaitors to the Grace of | 
- Toad. .- | '*0 
But a Papsiſt will objet, it may b: | 
bath from grace and- juftice : from 


grace , becauſe its the grace of Curiſf 
which grves # zo to merit : from j#- 


ftice, becauſe the Apoſtle ſaith, The 
juſt Judge will in the [aft day vive a| 
cg oi Righceouincls to all that love | 
im. | 
| 1 anſwer, z. Their Go/:. h ſeems here 
to ſtagger , for tho ſometimes he main- 
tain, that good. works do merit E- 
ternal life by reaſon of an inherent dig- 
-ity, which he cadcayours to prove by 
even 
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ſeven moſt filly ſophiſmes , yet elſe- 
where he ſaith, Ve attribute not to works 
uch merit, as bath an anſwerable wages 

” due unto it from Fuſtice: and again, ſer-: 
- = ring afide the promiſe of God, he 15 not 
$ [FE bound ſo to accept our Works,as to reward 
e |. "them. 2. That place of the Apoſtle is. 
z- |. not to be underſtoo! of Juſtice com- 
d | mutative, or diſtributive , reſpeRing 
X- [7 mans merit,but of Gods verity or fide- 
ls | lity, who hath promifed this Crown 
of © ro all that ftrive lawfully, the faith- 

& ful fulfilling of which promiſe is a 
be {part of his Juſtice. For elle the A- 
ro [Epoſtle- ſhould manifeſtly contradict 
Tiſh FFHimſelf , as - who in other places 


j#- [bath taught moſt plainly , zhar grace 
Tie {and debt , grace and mans works ( in 
ve a [cſpet of cauſation of ſalvation ) 
love | 412 never ſtand topether , that eternal 


Life is a free gift , not wages (they 
all never be able to make other 
nai {onſtrudtion of Paxls words) yea, 
ir &- Wuch a pift of grace, as is not any 
r dig- Way from our ſelves ( all the wit in the 
ve by {World ſhall never elude ſo perfpicu- 
ſeven Wus 2 paſſage) 3. This will better 


'S Q appear, 


here 
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appear, if we do briefly ſhew, that 
the Scriptures do not know , but o- 
verthrow the doQrine of mans merit, 
( for themſelves cannot deny, but its 
a good rule in expounding Scripture, | 
to compare one place with another.) | 
Firſt therefore , the faithful 7/raelires 
did not merit the poſſeſfion of the land 
Deut 9.4, of Canaan. 2. Its impoſſible man |" 
$6. Plal. ſhould merit by paying his debt: | 
i*+3* but whatſoever we do or can do for 
God in this preſent world , its debt. 
3- They that are but inſtruments 
doing all things by a power recel- 
ved from., and continued by ano- | 
ther, cannot merit at his hands: 
but fuch are we. 4. Could we mc | 
rit, we might by our works make jj 
Gad a debtor to vs: but this may 
not be oranted. My goodneſs extend- 
eth not to thee, ſaith David, which 
phraſe isnot to be expounded by that, 
Thy vews are upon me, O God, thats 
have made me obliged and indebted 
to thee. 5. Ifthe beſt mans beſt works, | 
cannot endure the ftrift judgment off 


the Lord, if the beſt men ſhall need} 
mere} 


__ _ 
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mercy in the laſt day, there is no place 
for merit. Butthe firſt is rrue. 6. We 
cannot deſerve the leaſt morlſel of 
bread, but muſt feekit at Gods hands 
like beggars. Laſtly, if we muft not 
look to have our Prayers heard and 
granted , much leſs Heaven beſtowed 
upon us for our merits- But the firft 
the Scripture teacheth , and Papiſts ,,_, a 
confeſs, and therefore in one of their jg, 
Miſſal-prayers, they intreat God not 
to weigh their merits, but to pardon 
their offences. 

& . Sccondly, Let us look and truſt only 

& to this grace of Ged in Chriſt, that we 

may find ſalvation , renouncing and 
diſclaiming all meriting cauſes of 
{alvation , in our fclves and all crea- 

tures. Let us never think of challeng: 

ing any thing at Gods hand by deſert, 

much leſs the Kingdom that cannot be 

ſhaken. They that put confidence in 

their works, are like little children 
beginning to go by themſelves, who, 

We that they may ſtand more firmly, take 

ent © faſt hold on their own clothes, but 
1 Ne alas they are never a whit further from 
mers] Q 2 falling : 


i96. Do&-19: Heavenly glory u« from 
falling: Nay well were it, if it were 
no worſe, but further they forſake their 
own mercy,and are aboliſhed from Chriſt, 
Indeed we muſt labour, ftrive, run, 
fight before we be crowned : but when 
we have done all, ſtill we are toacknow- 
ledge our ſelves anprofirable ſer- 
vants, and confeſs that Heaven is Gods 
free gift, called a reward, not becauſe || 
by our working it is deſerved, but be- 7 
cauſe by God graciouſly promiſed, = 
Hold this faſt, that if Satan objet + 
thus unto thee on thy death-bed, 
How canft thou hope for any part in | 
the Kingdom of God, who art confci | 
ous to thy telf of ſo great fins , 10 ji 
many haltings and imperfeRions, Ji 
thou mayeſt have what to anſwer: in-þ 
deed (Satan) it were ſomething thou 
fayſt, and might ſhake me terribly, it 
L did challenge or expect falvation for Wn 
my own works, my own preaching, 
praying , holineſs , zeal , ſerving ol 
God, &c. But I abhor my {clf, ny 
worthinels is none, my righteoulÞ 
nels is ſpotted , my merit is hell, |} 
epend aad rely only on the Lot6k 
mercy, 
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mercy , and Chrifts purchaſe, this is 
my rock and portion for ever. Not- 
withſtanding, this hindreth nct, bur if 
Satan aſſault us another way, we may 
lawfully look at Gods image, graces 


| © and works in us, as teſtimonies of our 


| faith , ſeals of the truth of our call- 
ing, evidences that Gods pt ace hath not 
been ineffeual in us, and that we are 
of the number of thoſe to whom ſalva- 
tion is promiſed. 


